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M~tuR VEHICLES - Safety Responsibil ity Law appl icabl e to•juagments 

f or less than $1,000 . 00 for property ·damages. 

December 7, 194.9 

Mr. John H. Alliaon 
Supervisor, Motor Vehicle .Regiatration 
Department of Revenue 
Jefferson City, Missouri 

Kr . K. F. Davia 

Fl L Z D 

1/ 
Attention a 

Financial Reaponaibility Division 

Gentlemenz 

We have received your request for an opinion of this depart-
ment, which request is as follows: 

"This department would like to have an 
opi n ion fro~ your office as to whether 
a Plaintiff 1n a suit for damagea , under 
the Motor Safety Responsibility Laws of 
194.5, can sue and secure judgment for 
damages in suma less t han 1000 . " 

You enclose copy of a petition filed in the magistrate court 
of the City of s t . Louis in which judgment f or $1 , 000 . 00, for 
damage to the plaintiff's automobil e waa sought against the defen­
dant by reason of the defendant•• truck colliding with plaintiff' s 
automobile . A certificate of the clerk of the magistrate court 
shows that judgment waa rendered on JUne 14 , 194.9, in favor of the 
plaintiff and against the de fendant in the sum of-$4.58 .16, together 
with costa amounting to $9 .50, making a tota l ot $466. 66. The 
clerk turther certified that such judgment remaina unaat1afie4. 

In view of the ~ncloaurea Ye presume that the object ot your 
inquirr ia to deter.mine whether or not the provisions of the motor 
vehicle safety reaponaibility law, Laws of Misaouri, 1945, page 
1207, should be invoke4 where a judgmant baa been recovered tor 
property damages for a sum leaa than $l , OOQ . OO . ~ 

section 1 of the Act in question defines a judgment aa 
follow a: 

"Any judgment which shall have become final 
by expiration without appeal of the time 
with in which an appeal might have been 
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pertected, or by final affirmation on appeal 
rendered by a court of competent jurisdiction 
of any state or of the unit ed states, upon a 
cause of action ar1a1ng out of the ownerahip, 
mai ntenance or uae of any motor vehicle, tor 
damagea , including damagea for care and lose 
ot servicea, because ot bodily injurr to or 
death ot any person, or tor damages because 
ot injury to or destruction ot propertr, in­
cluding the loss of use thereof, or upon a 
cauae of action on any agreement or settle­
ment for auch damages . " 

Section 4 (a) of the Act proYidea: 

"The commissioner also shall suspend the 
license and all registration certificate• 
or card• and registration plates issued to 
any peraon upon receiving authenticated 
report, aa hereinafter provided, that auch 
person baa failed tor a period ot 30 days 
to aatiaty any final judgment 1n amounta 
and upon a cause of action, aa hereinaf ter 
atated." 

Section 6 of the Act provides in part: 

"Every judgment herein r eferred to ahall , 
for the purposes of t his act , be deemed 
aat1atied: 

"3· When $1 1 000 . 00 baa been credited upon 
any judgment or judgment• rendered 1n ex­
cess of that amount for damage to property 
ot others as a result of any one accident . " 

.. . 

There is no direct provision in the Act to the effect that 
judgment for property damage in the amount of leas than $1,000.00 
sho~ld not be grounds for invoking the provisions of the Act . 
The only prov1aion of the Act from which auch might be implied 
is aubdiYia1on 3 of Section 6, quoted aupra. e feel , however, 
that no such meaning can be given this provision. In our opinion 
thia prov1a1on means that 1n the event that a Judgment 1n exceas 
ot $1,000.00 is recoYered for property damage, payment ot $1,000. 00 
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on such Judgment anall be des.med a satisfaction thereof for pur• 
poses of t he Act . Nowhere 1a t here any indication that the Act 
ia not intended to apply 1n caae of a jud~ont for leas than 
$1,000. 00. 

we call your attention to the .fact that the record oertitl ed 
by the magistrate court does not clearly &how that the Judgment 
in this case had become final . The judgment was rendered on JUne 
14, 1949 , and under Section 130 of the magistrate court law, tawa 
of Missouri, 1945, page 765, 800 , notice of appeal must have been 
tiled within ten days of the judgment. However, the certificate 
of the magistrate does uot show on its race that no notice ot 
appeal was filed, and t he certificate concer,ning the minute entries 
does not purport to be ~ f ull and complete r6cord of such entries. 

COYCLUSI O!i 

Therefore, it i 's the ' opinion of this Department tha t the pro­
visions o.f t he Motor Vehicle Safet7 Responsibility Act , ~aws of 
Mi s souri, 1945, page 1207, must be invoked by the Director ot 
Motor Vehlc le Registration upon receipt of ce~tificate showi ng 
judgment for l ess than $1000 .00 for property damages, resulting 
from the ownership, maintenance or use of a motor vehicle, when 
judgment has become final and bas remained unsatisfied for t hirt y 
daya . 

APPROVED t 

J. E. TA!tOR .1~
1 

Attorney Genera}'~~ 

RRW/feh .f 

Respectfully submitted, 

liOBER'l' R. -.l'ELEORN . 
Assistant Attorney Gener al 
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