
CIRCUJT JUDGE : 
ORDINi~NCES : 
VENUE! 
APPEALS : 

Appeals from Municipal Court of Kansas Citr,, 
Missouri, are to Circuit Court of Jackson County 
even though violation may have occurred in t~t 
part of Kansas City situated ih Clay County. 

November 

Honorable Robert G. Kirkl and 
ProsecutinG Attorney 
Clay County 
Liberty, Missouri 

Dear Sir: 

16, 1949 

n1is is in answor to your letter or recent date roquos 
an official opinion or this department and r eading as follo~ 

"Please furnish my office at your conVOl1-
i enee wit h an opinion on the f ollowing 
pr op?s1tion: 

"Aosuming that the municipality of Kansas 
City annexes and mru<oa a part of that 
cunici~ality a portion of Clay County, and 
assuming furthor that all tl1ia is in duo 
form and l ega 1 , and assuming further that 
aft erwards tho Kansas Cit y Police Depart­
ment arrest a person in that portion of 
Kanso.IJ City which is also a portion of Clay 
County and charco hie with a violation of 
an ordinance of Kansas City and tho person 
is convicted i n the police court of Kansas 
City sitting in that portion of Kansas City 
uhich is i n Jackson County, and assuminG 
f urthel' thn t pursuant to oec tion 6285 R. 
s . Uo . 1939 t ho peroon convicted appeals, 
to what Circuit Court may or must the 
appeal be taken, the Circuit Co~t in 
Jackson County, or in Clay County? 

"It is oy i nt'or.nation f ro.:1 the press that 
the municipali ty of Kansas City intends 
to move i nto Clay County , January 1, unless 
ordered not to by sO!!le ruling of tho Su}r ome 
Court , for that reason I ~ould appr eciate 
your opinion on tlua above pr oposition as 
soon as cori.vonient f'or tl1.o purposo of' caking 
nocoosary arran,cor.1enta . " 

Section 399 of the Charter of' Kanona City provldoo ao 
f ollows: 

• 



. . 

Honorable Robert G. Kirkl and - 2-

"Appeals may be taken fro.m the municipal 
court to t he circuit court of Jackson 
County, Mis souri , 1n t he manner and upon 
t he conditions prescribed by ordinance." 

Section 16 6f Articl e IX of the Const i tution of 1875, provided 
in part as follows : 

"Any city 'lavinl.) a population of more 
t han one hundred t housand i nhapitants 
may f rame a charter for i t s own govern­
ment, :; ·; ~ One of such certificates 
shall be deposited in the offico ot t he 
~ecretary of state, and the ot her , a fter 
being recorded in t he office of the r e­
corder of deeds for t he county 1n which 
such clty lies, shall be deposited among 
t he archives of such city , and all 
cour t s shall take judicial notice thereof . i:· n *" 

, A .stmilar provision vas adopted as Section 16 of Article I X ot 
the Constitution on Jovember 2, 1920. A similar provision is 
f ound i n Soction 19 ot Article VI of t he Const itution of 1945, 
except that such provision appllos to any city havinb ~ore than 
10, 000 i nhabitants . Section 399 of t he Charter of Kansa s City, 
quoted supra , 1s not in conflict with the const i tution or laws of 
the state , and , t herefore , such provision governs all appeals from 
the municipal court of Kansas City. 

C'OlCLUSI ON . 

It is the opinion of t h is depar ~ment t hat appeals from the 
Municipal Court of ~un sas City are to the circuit court ot Jackson 
County. 

APPROV D : 

J . E. TAYLOR /.'lf1 
Attorney Genera~~~ 

CBB/feh 

He spectfully submitted , 

C • ::3 • DUnN S , JR • 
Assistant Attorney General 


