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% in!on of this departmén% fnat a public
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vided for in Section 202.863, RSMo Cum. Supp. 1957,
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respect o this matter, we would first call attention to Section
4?317ﬁ3, RsMo Cum, sayp 1957, @hat gection reads in part:
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of such estate, or to ast as such guardian, can
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From the above, it will be seen that it is the official duty
of the publie administrator to take into his charge and custody,
whenevey the situation arises, the person and estate of an insane
person where such peracn has no legal guardian. When such has
cocurred and it is proposed to admit such geraan to a atate hospital
ap & private patient, the question arises as to whether or not the
pnblgg aéminiaﬁva#ar unak ‘give the bond provided for in Section
'ti 2@& fo Cum, 1957. Husbered paragraphs X and 2 of SZeo-

on 73

"1. Patients aduitted to ‘the:state hospitalas
under the provisions of this law shall be
oclagaified as private patiemhs or as county
patients.

2. ¥hen admisaien:is &aught for any perscn as
a private patient, payment for care and treat«
ment shall be made to the business manager of
the hospital for thirby days in advance and a
bond executed in sufficlient amount to secure
the payment for such care and treatment., No
part of the advance payment shall be refunded
if the patient is taken away within such
period uncured and against the advice of the
superintendent.” :

Seekion 202,867 sets forth the form of such bond as is provided
for in Section 202.803.

If a public adminlstrator has to comply with the above sectianﬁ,
then he finds himself in the position of having to glve a personal
bond and to obligate himself personally to guarantee the maintenance
of his insane ward at a state hospital and, in the event that the
estate of the insane ward fails entirely or becomes insufficient to
pay fthe full amount of such maintenance, then %o be obligated to pay
all or whatever part of such maintenance as 1is required out of his
private means, We cannot belleve that such was the intent of the
law becaupe if sush a requirement were placed upon a public adminis~
trator, it would create extreme hardship and would in many situations
make the office of public administrator wholly untenable. Neither do
we believe that it was the intention of the law that the public
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state of Missourl in a sum not less than ten
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as aeccasion shall require, demand additional
seourity of sugh administrator, and, in default
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. Frem ‘ahe ahwe, m will be mﬁeﬁ %ha_.t &he bond :%a given and
conditioned that the public amms.stram Mwill faithfully discharvge
all the duties of his office # % #." ginge it may be the duty of ‘the
public administrator, as guardian, to bave his ward admitted to a
state hospital as a private patient, we believe that the bond of the
guhlie administpator covers the dosts vecf to the full extent of

he estabe of the ward and that fhe publie administrat gﬁ ¥ 18 not
required to give the bond provided for in Section 202,863, sgg

The public adminlstrator is not required £o assume paﬁaonal abiln

ity for the care of the ward.
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. 4ehe foregoing opinien whigh I hereby approve was pwymd by
ny aaaiaeant, mxgh ?. Winiamsan.
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