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~ GLASSIFICATION OF CITIES: i municipalit'.y of villa.ge status,
.. . . vhich has an official populatien
‘of 4,063 can, if it changes its
'classificatien -only become a eity

,Vef the third clasgs.
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Your recent request fer an offieial opinion raadsz
%I ‘am in quest of an_uffieial ep&n—
ion goncerning the change from a

village form af gavarnmant to a city
form of governmenu. '

1lage with an

official populatio h,063 at the
last census wishes opt & city
form of varnméﬁ ) t become a
.faurbh a e it haVG

"The Misseuri 3takusaa ‘@0 not indi-

h '_,fgyaing to a
fourth class city is allowed if the
village has a poj ion entitling
it to become a a&ty ef vhe third class.®

We belisva that you are’ carrecb in eeneluding that
the Misgsouri statutes do mot give a village with the popu~
 lation of the village in which you are coneerne& ‘the ehoice

of becoming ither a third & faurth class city.

We here note Seotion ?ﬁ 6?0, Mo, R. 8. Cum. supp.,1957,
which readst

*Any eity, town er village in this
state, existing by virtue of the
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present general law, or by any local
or special law, may elest to become
& eity of the class to which its popu-
Lation would entitle it under the pro-
ni of sections -
el |

lagtion would entl ; T
visions of long 72,010 to 72,140
by paseing an ordinance or proposition
and submitting the seme to the legal
voters of such city, towm or village,at
_an slection to be held for that purpose,
than ﬁmﬁg days nor more than
ays after the pasaage U

jority of such voters veting ab such
~ election shall ratify such ordinance

or proposition, the mayor or chief of-
_ of such oity, town, or village

shall issue his proclemation, declaring
the regult of such election “and there-
after such city, towm, or village shall,
by virtue of such vote, be iigorporated
under the provisions of the general law
providing for the government of the
class to which such eity belongs, which
class shall be determined by the last
census taken, whether state or national.
Whenever any village shall elect to be-
com¢ 4 c¢ity of the class to which it is
entitled, the officers of such village,
until new officers shall be elected and
qualified, shall be the officers of such
city, with the powers and functions cor-
responding to the powers and functions of
the officers of the former villags, the
chairman of the board of trustees to act

as mayor and the remaining trustees to
act as aldermen, with the power to divide
the city into wards and to call an elec~
tion of officers of such city and to

gubmit to the voters of such city in the
manner provided by law such other matters
or propositions as they may deem proper
and as may be authorized by law."

&

~In thié connection we also note Section 72.040, R3Mo
1949, which readst e

%211 cities and towns in this state
-2 |
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gonta “”'hg five hundred aad Less than
{Vﬁhrﬁ# thousend inhabitants, and all
townd existing under any g'ﬁﬁiai Jaw,

‘ 5 'léia #ggn*f # hund

i aﬁéatian snt farth nbavu iﬁ '
ation is in eXcess of 4,000
45;_ he above section L4 ' _}ngeabla te yuur

We alaa neﬁe ﬁaetian ?3-@56. R&Hﬁ 19&9. whizh reada:

'“Ail ﬁmmna net now &naoryeratad in
thig state contalning less than five
hundred inhabitanta, are hereby de-
elared to be villagwaz provided, that
any villvfe 4n this gtate now or hure~
after having more than two hundred
inhabitants may by majority vote of
the qualified electors therein elect
to heuama a oity of hhe faurth elaas,

It seens avident without ext&nded cemmant that ths
“above section is likewige inspplicable to yeur aituatien
because of your papulatien.

We alse nata secticn 72. 636 BSMo 1949, whieh readst

“All ¢ities and towns in this state
containing three thousand and less
than - thirhi thousand inhabitants
- which shall elect to be a eity: af
~the third c¢lass, shall be cities ef
the third elass.

Inasmueh as your municipaliﬁy is eentainad within the
population bracket set forth above it would appear that if
gea change your elassification Zou have no alternative but

o become a eity af the third class.

It is the opinian of this de gartment that a munieipality
of village status, which has an official pep&latian of 14,063
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if 4 ahgnges its elassifieaeien, aaly'bﬁeeme.a eity
%he third claps,

© . The faregaing apinian whieh I hnrehy apprnve Was pre~
pared by my assiatanﬁ, Mr. Hugh P.. ﬂilliamsﬁn. *

Verytmly yours,
~ John' M,- Baltem

At-temey General

Hifwmwile




