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' c~si•~·r'~ATION ·OF CITiis: .. f-mimicipkli~y or villa,g'e· at~tus, 
· · · ' · llhich has; an · et.f'icial pepulatien 

. . ' 

__ e£ 4,06.) can,. i.f' it cham.ges its 
·clasaific.ationi·enly become.a city 
o£ the tld.ra c ass. . 

Gctooer 9,19;9 

Ho-norable 1. 1. Can'tl"ell 
· ''•1*'•1fenta\ivfl#., )I'd· Dllatriet 
-$1t:~ LoUie ·QoQtf · 
. .)406 41_. "· ~,_. · .. · 
tv.erlani 1~+1 Mi•ao~ 
-»••r Jlrs 

Your recent nque~Jt tor: an·. ottici·•l opinion :teades 

'*I :O_iil.((UO•t ot . .-•.-ott1e141. oJ)in• 
ion coacembig tA:• -~·· .bOa a 
~11$&• tof'Dl ot , • .,,_.t to a ctt7 
tor\i. ot covemaea1h . . · 
'*In . th•-- event thll" a· ~lM• ~1;h an 
otltjd:M.l-· p~plt).•,.._oa 91 :·t.:_~JJ) . -~ ylf• 
la.IJt ••n•u•. ~Itt••· '-• .... ,. •• ·~ttr 
i::.:'cf:X:r:t:f!'''i,~;: ::e:::~• 
to el~~t to b•coJil•, ;• · w.tt.~ct cla•• 
ci\y becau$.& ot . ttl .. J\op\1lation1 

•'l'tl• Miaaour:l. 8~ .• 'bu~•• io not ind.i­
eate · th;d~ a . cbtt:t\•. ot _s,lng to -~ 
to~}l c.la•• city. i• .~\qwed i$ the · 
v1llJ.i~ ha$ . • p~'ll1:•$ion ~-titlln$ 
~t to become. •• ~«-'Y ·f!l the th#,rt clast. • 

. _ W• believe that you ar:e fil'x-reet ~n. concluding that 
the Mi:s$ou,_t __ ._· 8ta_t_J.l:\•s 4_.o_ ,n_.··C!_~_-... at ___ .. · .. ·ve_· a_ vi!J.l_' __ _._ ... •. with_ th_~ po.pu• 
lation of t:h• 'Village in whictli yott are co~·utemed the choice 
of becqmirtg· either a. tni.rd ~~f • tou,th e·!l.aas city. 

We h~re nC!'te SectiOl'l ·1:8.G?O, Mo. R. $ .• Cwn. 8upp •• l957, 
wh1eh re·a4&1 · ·.· 

•An.y city, town or 'ri.llage in thie 
state, existin.g by Virtue& of' 'the 



·'1. 

, ..... , . lfll•ltl 1•11• < • ·by ~1 J.oc.a 
or •toil). .1••• •t •1••• . tto become·_ 
·• ottr of the Ut•• -te ilhl«h t\a pop..-
1•ttQ•_.'WO'qli .. ,~"····'* • ._.- tthe .. ~­f{auaa ot aectlo•t 7J•01B to .11~·140. 
by PMAil* . .- o~:IA84~ or preposlti•, 
.~ltd p\\tlf4ttta · w• •• to tn• I.,t~tal. · · . ::t.:t;.:f.:u:! :!11{h4~.:~'1";:r,.c . 

. a_· o'-.1~•• tfl,atJ. '.•·tt tar•.· •or_ ••.,:t-• t. ·_hh_ an . ~I¢"' d.V•• .ner.tlJ M••~ ot non 
~=tr:~:·-=-~~•: .. ;:t,r-4.!'.:.:--

. el•t~i• ll1lal.l · r't.ttrr· ·••o ordiaano• 
or_propo1ition,. tlt•JUtOr or chief ot­
tle•r ot aue:h_ <ai1;J• towa, or village 
ahall.taau.e hi• proQ~t1on.1 declaring 
~he rQUit •t ft1Cb. f)tectf.O!lt. an~ tn.ere-· 
..n•~. auch ctty1 t~, or n.llage ah.U, 
bf Vlll't•• ot :8\loh . "'•~; be ... orpo~ated. 
uncle' the pr<;Yillo-• or ~lUI •••r.U. law 
pto'ft.atog tor 'the ao,.rn•ent t>f th• 
o.J.:a._·_.·.· ;a to \ft1io_h -.• .. ch. -.· · .. - li.tr_·• . h.$1_ · e>ngs, _Whi.ch 
el$81: · e~l be de1UN!atlne4. by· the l.••~ 
Oel\Pit te)cen,_ 'lfb~:l\_. ,.at:e ·or- national. 
When_e•_. a'ilr Vill•$• . lh~l elect .. to be­
~OJiltLa city. ot ~htt Cll.as• to which .tt is 
:EJn1d.tl.•4,. the officers of auch village, 
®til n•w etficera Pall be elected. end 
q11•lifi9d. $h&\ll b$ the ot:f':Lce.ra fd •uch 
cll.~f, ·~th the pow•rs and function• cor­
reap()t\d,ing to tlu~. pQWers .-nd tunct'-ons of 
ttht···(Jtf1C&l:"8 Of ~he. tormer. village• the 
<;hainrt«ll of the ,boeri (;)f trrustees to act 
a$ •qo.r .. and th~ r.-in.in.&t ~rust$$s to , 
ac'b •• ~«lenten., ld.~h _the power to eli vide 
the city int<> warda Intel to call en elec­
'tion.o:f ~fficere 9t •uc!l city and to 
sublnt t to the voter•- ot such ei ty in the 
mennex- provided by law·. sueh other matte!"& 
or propoeitions aa they m~J deem.proper 
and as naar be autbqria•d by law.0 

. In this connection we aleo note Section 72.0~0, RSMe 
1949. which rEutd.ss , . 

.. All cities and tollfna in this state 

. , 



- . .-.,.c.,•·;i . . ~-~- ... ·. ""'""""A•..;.A . '4 1. ... t)t ,..~.., .... , ...:v• ~~,,... • Ma: : -• 
•t~.m• ••n ••A: t.tthal.dt:a.t.·- •"· al1_·, . · _"' ~-·:wy ..... ·.- ' lllfii!IN' ' . . .· . ,..,.. ... ' .· .. -· ' 

:r:•=:·t:~. u;:: ·=~-~=~:, '1:! .. 
l1ilt*t4il"'•, , •td~«lh •fill/: •t•n . 1;\l: -• . . . 

· c·1~tet ttl ·~ll• to~h · ·~••• · Shall ·be 
e·:ttltf ot. th•l lol.\Hh elQ8.• 

· . . Xna.au.tl\ · ·~ •. :ttht •••. pop1Alttl. •... att . t•~a· · ,, • ..,, · t• . · 
J.· ooo. an4 in,••~ •• ro•• po~uu ta it\ eao••• - 4,0€)0, 
l~ . •"" _ ttl.•ar ~· 'ltt . a~v• ••~ion .if not .,.p,uo,•l)l• te r•• 
ai.\u•ttcuh · · ·: ·· ,;, · . . ·) · 

we .a. •• -.. ~o~•- ••·•tto~-··ia~o§o~ uHo 1949. ~hicn read•t 

•,Ul .t•*• . no1: now tn;c~ot'at.S in · 
"ht4 •t•'te conj~n1agl•s• th:p .tive · 
h•dr"f4 tnn•btt,.anta, ..-•· k•~.,,.; d•<!o' . 
elat.._ ~· ll• Vi11Ut.aJ. JI'Od4e4, ttt•t . 
!i{•"'-i!:f:,t:9;!i·~=•f:o ng:n-~J•te-
inh«~l-.tnti may bf. *lJorttr·· v()t.e .ot.· 
tbie. ·qp.alit!~d . eleo;o.,, tl'l•r•itl el.eet · 
to 'bttc()mt a city ot th• t•uFt'h cla8J,-" 

:.tt eoent$ .$v1-d4Jnt Without exttnd.e4. comment that the 
above section. 1• Uktwi.,e in4ppl.1.(utble to y'ft,Jr aitu.•tion 
because ot your popul .• tion. . · 

We also aote S.etion 72.GJO, UMo 1949. which readst 

•.All .C)iti$& •d. towns in this etate 
eontaining t~ee tbQ~aand and :t••• · 
than til,tr~y· thqusqd inha~it~ts 
•Mot>,, tbrtl:l. · e.lect ·• tt> ~· · ·'- city • ot 
t-h• thil"tt cl~uill shall be citices of 
the tnir<t claas.fl 

In.apueh a• your rntmioiJ>*li,ty.i• eont~i~•d ~thin the 
populat-ion brack.4f\ . tat f'.orth al;)oye it 'WOUld. {ll>Pettr that 1£ 
you ehW1g_ e _ro_:ur_ .~l.$1lificat~on Y_ ou_·· hav~ no altex-native but 
to become a etty ot thG thir:d class. 

OQrSOi!QtON. 

It is the opinion of thi$ department tha,t a. muic:Lpali ty 
of village status, which has an official popUlation or 4,063 
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o_·._, -_it_._i_·~ ·o_.ilttl1_._&•_•_'· ·it• · ol.aaaifioa_.ti._~n,. OriJ.;y b•coae a city ot 1iih$ i;hird. c:U.e•; · · · · . . . . · 
• • .; • ' ! I • J'• ., ' ' • 

tne :o;tego:tr..a ·~~-. whic:li. :t .. -~e.i .. by •P'Fove, •• pre• 
, ... , lJy my aaat~ttant, Mr. Hugh P. ~: :~i.lliamac;n. 

John: K Dalto · · - .. · -~ . . , n .. 
Attorney General 
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