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TOWNSHIPS: _Two- or more townships may cooperate in the
building of one nursing home to serve the
NURSING HOMES: participating townships.

=

August 28, 1959

Honorable J., W. Golley
Prosecuting Atﬁbtney -
Dade Gounty

ereenﬁcm. mgwuﬂ.

Dear 8ir: L N _ o
Your recent requeut fer an eftieial epinion reada:

“The oity ef Iockwood and the tewnnhip
board of Lockwood townshlp have pres-
ented a gueation to me and I will heed
an opinion from your office before I
can anawar hha inqniry. h

"A senase mn Ne. 252, paased by the
 Tth General Assembly provides the manner
by which a County or Township Board of
any township may provide funds for con-
struction and equipment of Nursing Homes,
It appeéars that now Lodkwood Township wants
te join with three other adjoining touwn-
ships and establish a Nursing Home to be
located in the town of Lockwood. Therefore,
the question I need answered, ls whether
or not, this Senate Bill No. 252, would
pernit two or more townships going together
and voting bonds to provide funds for con-
struction and equipmant of 9 _ﬂg Nursing
Home ,

“This Act clearly previdea for the town-
ship board of any township to provide
funds for a Nursing Home but I am rather
dubious about two or more townships making
it a combined project. Of course this Act
deces not become effdotive until about the
firat of September but I will appreciate
an opinion from your office by that date
if convenient.”



Honorable J. W. Colley

Senate Bill No. 252 enacted by the 7Oth General Assembly

reads:

“Section 1, Section 205,375, RaMo 195T

 Supp., is repesled and one new seatlon

enagted in lieu thereof, to de known as
section 205,375, te reaa as followas

205,375, 1. ?er the purposes of this
section 'nursing home! means a facility for
the accommodation of convalescents or other
parsons who are not scutely 1ll and not in
need of hospital sare, but who reguire

akilled nursing eare aad related medical

gervices.

(1) wWhich is operited in eanneetian
with & hospital, or

(2) In which such nnraing care and
medical services are preseribed by, or are
performed under the general direction of,
persons licensed to practise medicine or
aurgery in the state,

"2. The county court of any eaunﬁy or the
township board of any township~may acquire
land to be used &s sites for, construct and
equip nursing hcwes and may contract for
materials, supplies and services necessary
to earry out such purposes,

"3, For the purpaae of providing funda for
the construction and equipment of nursing
homes the county courts or township hoarda
may issue bonds ap authorized by the general
law governing the incurring of indsbtedness
by counties, or may provide for the issuance
and payment of revenue bonds in the manner
provided by and in all respects subjeet to
chapter 176,R8Mo, which provides for the
issuance of revenue bcends of state educational
institutionsa.

Y, The ecounty courts or township boards

may provide for the leasing and renting of
the nursing homes and equipment on the terms
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- and ﬁonditians ﬁhaw aré necessary and proper

- to nonprofit organizations for the purpose
of ggera:tan 1n the manner pravided in sub~
see on 1, ,

- Under th& ahawe, it iﬂ alear th&t a tawnship board of trus=
tees may eréct a townghip nursing home and finance the construce
gianaggd operation eﬂ:it in the manner set out in 8enate B1l)

Qy S,

WQ new‘direot attenﬁion to seataons 70 219 thraush 70,220,
Rﬁﬂa, Cum . ampp. 19%7, whioh read: o

a¢ati¢n ?Qﬁﬁlﬂ.

“ﬁa used in aeetians 70 810 to 70.320, the
following terms meant

. {1) 'ﬂaverning bﬂdy’ the bearﬂ, body
or ‘persons in whiech the powers of a muniel=-
pality or political aubdivisian are vested;

(2) ‘Political subdivisinn', eountiea,
tawnshipa, eities, towns, villages, school,
county library, read, drainage, sewer, levee

. and fiye distriets., ,

aaataen 79 22@,"'

"Any municipality or polibical auhdiviaian

of this state, as herein defined, may contract
and cooperate with any other municipality or
political subdivision, or with an elective or
appointive official thereof, or with a duly
authorized agency of the ﬂnited States, or of
thias state, or with other states or their
municipalities or pelitieai ‘subdivisions,

or with any private person, firm, associa-
tion or corporation; for the planning,

- development, conatruction, acquisition or
operation of any public improvement or
facility, or for a common service; provided,
that the subject and purpoéses of any such
contraect or cooperative action made and
entered inte by such municipallity or politi-
cal subdivision shall be within the scope of
the powers of such municipality or political
subdivision, If such contract or coopera~
tive action ehall bhe entered into between a
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munieipality or pelitieal nubdiv&aion and

an ¢lective or appointive official of another
muniaipality or political subdivision, said
gontract or cooperative action muat be ap~
proved by the governing body of the unit of
-government in which suah eleeﬁive or appetn~
bive efticial resides.”.

- &hﬁ ahove states that a. tawnahip ia a palitical auhdivisien
(numbered paragraph 2, Section 70,210). Section 70,280 provides
that political subdivisions may cooperate in the construction and
operation of any fagility or publie ;Qﬁmeveuant or for a common
service provided that the subjeet and purposes "shall be within
the scope of the powers of such munleipality or political sub-
division.” Since the erection of a nursing home 1s within the
sgope of the powers of a township, we believe that a number of
townshlps may cooperate in the erection of & single nursing home
for the wuge of the participating tewnahips.

In such a proceeding, each partici@&timg township would
vote bonds for such township, the proceeds af which would be used
for the common. pnrpose,

It is the opinion of this department that two or more town-
ships may cooperate in the building of oné nursing home to serve
the pareicipating townahips.

The foregoing opinion, which I hereby approve, was prepared
by my Assistant, Hugh P. Williamson,

Yours very truly,

JOHN M. DALTON
Attorney General
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