
OPINION LETTER NO . 190 

Answered by letter - Gardner 

The Honor..,bl c Doncdd L. Manford 
f.i;_SSOU1' . (;C'r:atc 
Jefferro~ ~t ty Misnouri 6r1 01 

Dear Ser..;t.:>r At.nford : 

I 

\ 

'E<efe r ence is made to your inauiry as to wha t constttutes a 
"retai ler" under the pro·1isions of the present Missouri Aeet 
Inspect lon La,,.., . 

This l a\'1 is set forth in Sections ::'6~ . 300 to ?65. ·~70, RSMo 
Supp. 1 ) 67 . The term "retail er" is rto t uned or de f'i nf'!d in this 
l aw. However ..;..cctlon ,..~6.J . 3'"') provides thnt : 

11The couun .. ss.i.oncr shall e.Aempt f rom the 
pro.lsions o: sections ?6) . )')") to ?6 !:) . ·+-7,): 

* * * * 
"(c ) Retail dealers. with rP spP.ct to meAt 
and poultry which has bee n in.3pected f'ed­
erally or by other ~pprovPd ~nspection . 
sold directly to consumers 1n tndivi.ctuSil 
retail stores , if the processlnr by th9 
dea.ler is limited to the cutt i ng up of 
meat or poultry on his premises to supply 
his O\'m customers· * * *" , 

Legislation in which the word retail was used but not defined 
has been considered by the courts . In Fountain vs . St . Joseph 
Water Company I 180 s . vJ. ~d ?8 the Supreme Court of Missouri stated: 

"* * i< In \·lhite Motor Co . v . Littleton, 
5 Cir . . 1?4 F . 2d 9?, 93, the Court sc id 
'The word retail is not defined by the 
Act. Given its common and ordinary ec-
ceptation l'lhen used in sales parlance. 



The Honorabl e Donald L. Manford -

it means a sal e in small quantity or 
:::U r ect to the consumer, as eli stinguished 
.'rom the word wholesal e, meaning a s a l e 
in l arge quantlty to one who intends to 
resell. ' * * * " 

It appears therefore that a retail meat deal er may be defined 
as a person who sells meat to consumers , and whether or not he will 
be subject to the pro•Jis i o r.. s of the .i.·~eat Inspection LaN depends upon 
whethe r or not the meat has been inspected fede r ally or by other 
appro '"d inspectjon, and i·'he ther "the procPssinp by the dP.Rler is 
l imitej to the cuttln~ up of meat or poultry on his pren\iGes to sup­
ply h1 s O\·m customers . 

Yours ve ry truly . 

JOHN C. DANFORTH 
.l' ttorney General 


