
Honorable Baakell Holaan 
S ta '"e Au41tor 

August 22J 1969 

Capitol BQ1ld1ng 
Jerr eraon C1ty . M1aao~r1 65101 

Dear Mr. Hol~nt 

Answered by Letter 
Klattenbach 

OPIIIOI LITTER MO. 3o5 

Th1a le ,ter 1a ln reapon.e to r our opjn1 n request eoncern1n~ 
the following queatlona: 

pl. Ia the eoants c~lleetor in t h1r4 and 
t~urth claaa coun;iea empowered b7 an, 
atatut~r7 prov1s1ona to eolleet eurrent 
and back taxes tor c1 t1et ot the third 
and f ourth elaaaea? 

'' 2. If a:>. ie t he ooun ty c ~llect :>r en­
t itled to ~ta1n comMiaaiona troa eitJ 
~a.x co llea t.i ono ~or rf':> rr:o i n.,.. suab 
aerv1ee•?• 

Our rev1ew or the prov1a1~ne re~at1n& t) tb1rd elaaa citlea 
indicate the~ t nird elaaa c1 t1ea bave a collector who ta an elee~e4 
cttteer and aueh office ~Y be abol1ahed •henever 'b• cltJ c ~ntraeta 
tor t he collection ~t taxe• by t he count~ eollee tor •• •~t~~rlsed 
bJ Soc t l on 70.220, RSM~. 5oct13n 17.030 , r~Mc 195' · the duc tea ot 
Lhe c i t1 eolle~tor of a third elaas city are ••t ou ~ apee1t1oal11 
in Sec t1ona 94.o8o to 94.180, BSKo. 

L1kew1ae, wi t h reapec t to e1 t1es of the tourth elaaa , Section 
19.050> RSMo S~pp. 1967 , eta t ea tbat 1t t he Board ot Aldermen does 
not provide f3r the appointment ot a collector , the collector ~r 
the city sball be an elected o~t1eor and the Board or Al deraen ••1 
pr.:>vl de by or41:141nce that the aaee peravn all)' be elec t ed marahal 
en <l e.;,J.lee v..:>r . sections ~ . 280 to ~.330~ RSlb, in particular 



~eal with tbe duti•a ~t t he collee~or wi th reet~ct to taxation in 
t~ur~h claae c1;1oa. 

1ur revtow ~f t he a tatutea r~lative t~ cow\ t ) col l c ~ora ~r 
third au<! t'm.u·tn cltuus c ou.ntl•• ta11a to re•oal t ha t ouch c" llec ~ora 
havo any aut~ori ~y ~n t be abaenee ~r a con ract pur&uant ~o f ee t1on 
10 .220, RSMo 1959, :o p~rt~r• an) Jt ~he dut1ea f or t bo c~llec t 1on 
~t a1~her curren~ or bee~ ta&ee t or c1 ~1ea o' t he third and rc.urth 
claaaea . 

v are therefore ot the ~p1n1dl t hat ~he count.~ collector or 
a ~h1rd nr to~rth cla11 countJ ia not e"Powered by 1 ~ ata tu ~oiy 
~rov1s1on to c~llec# e~rrent or back ~ua tor citiee ot the t h1r6 
or fourth claa••• and tbat auch 4u~y rea t a aolely with l he c ~l · 
lec t ors or aa1ct c1t1•• in t.he abaeJlC or ·~ eooperat.1ve a reeunt. 

In furttutr aui)p{)rt ~r the vtewa t.hat v• havo a t..otecl , we are 
encloa1n~ optnt~• aa t ollowas 

Opini on Do. lS:., !Ji .,./ '}2 , CealaY a 
Opinion Ro. 230, 3/ 29/G6J Holman 
Op1ni.on Ko. 172, 4/ 19tG2, Ell1a 

In view ot the tact t ha t we have eonelu4ecl ettat auch c~w1~y 
c~llectore car~ot collec~ tor aueh c1t1ea, 1t app•ara unnec•eaary 
to c~~•14er wn ther or no t the~ a re au th~rleed 'o re t &Ul eo2miaa1ona 
tram collec t1ona. 

J OliN C • DANFOI<TH 
At t.l)rney General 
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