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CRIMINAL LAWS: - A pcruon who knnvlnglv and will-

‘ "~ fully makedé or causes 5o be made .
a false report'to any peace offi-

R : ' cer or other »fficial in the state

E ' - of Missouri whose cuty 1t 1s to
enforce the crimipal 1aws of the

‘state, concerning an alleged crime, has committed a misdemcarnr

under ‘Section 569 285, RSMo Supp. 1)6., and can be prosecuted -
therefor. ’ e L ’

tOctober 9, 4969

CPINION NG, 426

Mr. C. Jomn Forge, Jr.

A551stant County Prosecutor
“Thice, TitUo, Glasgow, Johnson & Forge
Law: O°f1ces s :
Chrisman- Sawyer Bank .

Independence, Missruri 6&?5

Dear Mr Fbroe°f

Tnis is in response to your req1egt for an ﬂpinion as tn
whether false complannus relative to burglary, assault, and -
other alleged crimes are violations of any criminal statu“e.

oection 562 285 (§2), RSMo Supp 1967, provides, in part

as follows' '

(1) Knowingly and*willfully makes ‘or causes
ﬂgfto be made any false. report to any. peace of=
ficer or other official in the state of Mis- . = .
souri whose- duty it 1is to enforce the crimi~ . -
g nal laws’ of the" state, corcerning an alleged“iﬂ
'”Wcrime,,or an- alleged attempt made or to be
ﬁmade, to do- -any.act which would: be a’'crime -
Vprohibited by the. statutes of this state,t- e
B knowing at’ the. time that no: crime, or attempt -
“J\ﬁto commlt. ‘a crime, had been made or wruld be

,iKnowingly and willfully imparts or co.
'T;or causes “to. be. imparted or conveyed
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such, office or depont, any house of public
worship, any bridge, tunnel, viaduct, rail-
way btrack, roadway, highway, or airport
terminal, or dock, or any aircraft, bhoat,
vessel or other watercraft, railroad train,
motor vehicle or other means of transporta-
tion, or in any buillding or property belong-
ing to the United States or to this state,
or to any »ounty, clty, town or wvillage 1in
thls state, o2r in such locatinn as to be
likely to cause injury to any persorn or dam-
age to any goods, wares, merchandlse, prop-
erty or structure not speciflically named
herein; or

(2) Knowingly and willfully places any de-
structive substance or simulated destructive
substance in any dwelling house, building,
barn, stable, business establlishment, school-
house or building used as such, office or
depot, any house of public worship, any
bridge, tunnel, viaduct, rallway track, road-
way, highway, or alrport, terminal or dock,
or any aircraft, boat, vessel or other water-
craft, railroad train, motor vehilcle or other
means of transportation, or in any buillding
or property belonging to the United States or
to this state, or to any county, city, town
or village in this state, or in, or about,
any goods, wares, merchandise, property or
structure not specifically named herein;

is guilty of a misdemeanor and 1s punishable
by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars
or more than one thousand dollars, or by im-

- prisonment in the county jall for not less
than thirty days or more than one year, or by
both the fine and imprisonment."

‘As can be seen from reading thls statute, sub-section 1
of sub-sectlon 2, makes it a misdemeanor to knowingly and will-
. fully cause a false report to be made concerning an alleged
~crime. There is no limitatlon whatsoever in that sub-section
stating that 1t only applies to false reports concerning the
placement of destructive devices. False reports’' concerning
the placement of destructive devices 1is expressly covered 1n
sub-section 2 of sub-sectlion 2 of Section 562.285. Therefore,
it can be assumed that the legislature did not intend to 1limit
the operation of sub-sectlon 1 of sub-section 2 to only those
false reports concerning the placement of destructive devices.

The express language of the sub-sectlion, and 1ts general terms,

indicate that 1% was intended to cover all situations where
false reports were made of an alleged crime.
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CONCLUSION

, Therefore, it 1s the conclusion of. th¢g oFfice, that a
person who knowingly and willfully makes or causes to be made
- a false report to any peace officer or other offlcial in the
"state of Missouri whose duty it is to enforce the criminal
laws of the state, concernlng an alleged crime. has committed

a misdemeanor under S3ection 562.285, RSMo Supp. 1967, and can

be prosecuted therefor.

The above oninion, in which I concur, waz prepared for
"me by my Assistant Thomas L. Patten.

Very truly your

o MQ_/J

JOHN C. DANFCORTH
Attorney General




