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SCH00LS: 1 The tax books of a county shotild be ·set up, by ~he ~ounty : ·· . . ,, 
TAXATION: clerk extending the school taxes in accordance with the . · · : ~ 

te~ritory incorporated into each legally formed reorganized 
or enlarged school district1 and the former school district 
numbers comprising ·said territory should be discontinued. 

June J.4, 1950 

Mr. James L. Paul 
ProsecutinG Attorney 
r:cDonald County 
Pineville , I,rissouri 
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67 
Dear ~ir: 

I. 

This v:ill aclmowledge recei~') t of your r eques t for an 
o.ff'icial opinion from t his department. Your lottor of May 191 
1950, i s as follo\'ls: 

"Please advise t his office wh.e t her, under the 
nov1 school consolidation act, i f the tax books 
should be set up in accordance · with t he new 
districts as vo'ted· upon by the people of this 
County, in 1949, or whether the tax books 
should continue carrying them under the old . · 
school district numbers." 

Your lett er of May 25, 1950, f urnishing addit ional ~nfornation 
to us, is as followsa 

"In reply to your _letter of May 23rd1 please 
be advised that a favorable v·ote was given upon 
the question of organization of a new reo~gS.n.ized 
school district in our County, and that a Board 
of Directors has been elected for such district 

· and are now · runctiontng." 

II • . 

Since the reorganized school d1atr1ct 1n 7our county baa 
reoe·1ved a .favorable ·vote and the board or · directors of said . 
district are .functioning aa such, then ·a conaideration or the 
1931 SChool Law, as amended by Lawa Yo. 1947, Vol. 2~ pagea 
377, is in order. · 

/, . . . 
Seot1on .11 ot said Laws Mo. 1947, pages 370-377, is as follows: 

·:" ... 
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l~r . J ane s L . ' aul 

"Tho t o:r•J:·: s o: o~'fico of c.l l s ch ool ( .. i::.•cctore 
un C. of'f i ccrs o::: tho variuu3 s chool l::i stri c t s 
co~.:~1ri:;il1G the tc:.:•r i to:L'... incor:i.)o:;:•c. ted in such 
cnl::.~rcccl cc:1ool ::ist!·icto shull c ease up on tho 
o.C.o~'·ti.on o_" 'cho :1lan o: reor~<.:.nlz'-lt:ton r...n <l t~1o 
or:u:~i :::ati on o:: t: ;.o b o<.:.r<l o.:: d i r e ctors , a nd such 
o_"f' i cc1•:; s!l:.,ll C:cli vo:r· to '.;iw boarC. o.;: c: i rcc tors 
0.;: ~=!C cnl a r;cC. ::iC. 001 C.ictric t ull ') rO_JCl' t ;r, 
:::•c c ;):•-.'.:; , :>ook s :....n-.:. .:...~>o:;.. · s bcloncin._:: t0 ::uch 
c o. ·.;>oncnt d.i strl c ts . ..1 1 _'und.c in t!-.~.o h~nds 
o2 ·chc c o;.a1t.,· o::· to\.us. J. i p tl·~...-usUl·cr to -~lw 
cro<li t o: -c:w v <.:.P ·Lou.s <l::. str-:lcts co:.roosi:n.3 
s uc:1 cnl;..;.r,~cd di strict, :> ~~all be i:.?.1ediutcl~r 
tJ'<.:.~ ... s.:'cr-:c-cC. ".;o ·;;he cr>0<li t of tho trc<..surcr 
o.l suc:1 c.nl urceC. c~ist:•lct . I f u.n:; fo~-:1cr 
slj:- C:i rc ctor ,:i::;trict ohul l be :·:creed in any 
c;:lln.l., .:;cd ~~ :3 ::;•: ::c t , a.:: ···r· o-vi<lc d ~~c!•c 1!1, ·cilc 
t:"'L:..S ..ti' t. :~ o:.: ::u.ci: .:o:..'. ·ur six- cli roctor t: i s tri ct 
S~1~ll i:': Cd.iutoly t:11'11. OVOP to tho ti'C<.~3~il'Cr 
of 3"<-lC .l cnl[:.r JcC. c.: i:::tr ict , u.ll funds belon;~in;;; 
·to C;.J.C~! ~·o:.:': .•.cr ::d.::- <lirvc tor cU s trict , an d s :1u.l l 
:c.~:c sct"vlc e::·:t ~ - : C: j:~; .. :.'ol., a.::: ) rovi<lcd. by Goction 
lo J . ~o ··'(' V~ -(; r~ • t · · '·U-1- (;<" o·"' T!·t "''=' ''Ul' i 1()39 • ~"' I J.l' ..l...:J\,..4 •.,)U.Vvu .i. .. -uvv I ·; • 
Provided, ~.;.! c..t. t::.c:.. C. i rcctors o:...' 3Uc .• cnlar~od 
C' istrict s~~.:.:.ll _·ait t.Li'ully perforr: a ll cJ:istinG 
c ontracts ._-::.1<1 lc~o.l o0 l i ,j--t.:onc of t ile co':l~)onent 
..::. istricts. 11 

(''ec•-.; on 1 ·"1. r.o ..., .~ 0 .. V J... \J-r • ..," 1 .. :.. • ...; • o . 1939, : rovidca nc !ollo~s : 

"The torn::; o.:: o:'i'i cc of' a ll s chool of f i cer s 
of t ho V<lrious school e.1st:t>icts c o:r.t:.");r;>is1nc; t ho 
terri tor y incor~orutcd in such enlar aed school 
<1i a trict s c':1e.ll ccusc U~)on the adopti on of 
the )ro·Jiz ion::: hc ::.'eof t:nd the or c aniza tion of 
t!1c bou:;:<l o.:: <lir0c t cr::: , o..n c :::uc~1 of i.'i cers s !1all 
<lcliver t o t he board. o: ' d i r e c t or s o: the enlart;c d 
sc _ool d. is tri c t all books und :i}aper s bcloiJGing 
to such co!~ponont distric ts. All f'unds 1n t he 
hands of the c ount y or t ownship t roasureri to the 
credit of the vari ou s dist r i cts composing such 
enlar ,;cd district, shal l be h~ediately transferred 
to the t reasur er of such enla r ged d i s trict. If 
any f orme r s i x - director d i s t r ict s hall be mer ged 
ln any onlarged d i str i c t , an provided her e in, the 
treasurer of suc~1 f'ormer six-dire ctor district s hall 
i..r. ·cdia tely turn over to the t reasurer of such 
cnl a.reed district , all f'ttnds be longing t o such 
f ormer six- director district , and shall ma.kc settle-
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Mr. J ames L· Paul 

mont therefor as provided by section 1Q480s 
Provided, that · the directors of such enlarged 
district Shall fully pe.rtor.m all existing 
contracts and legal obligations or the 
component districts." 

The above and f oregoing sections are exactly the · same in all 
r e spects except for one word. section 11, supra, u ses t he word 
"faithfully"· in t he last proviso of the section. Section 104So, 
supra , u ses the word "ful ly" in the last proviso of said secti on. 
Section 10450, supra, was a part of t he 1931 School Law and was 

·not repealed by Laws Mo. 1947 1 supra·. The 1947 Laws of Mo~ Vol. 2, 
paces 370-377, C.i d repeal the f irst e i ght sections of the 1931 
School Law( Sees. 10442-10449, R. s. J,~o. 1939) • 

The 1947 Act enacted seventeen· new sections in lieu of the 
section s repealed. Section 11, quoted above, provides that the 
variou s school di s t r icts comprising t he terr itory incorpor ated 
into t ho enlar c ed or reorganized school dist~ict shall cease upon 
t ho adoption or t ho plan of reorganizati on a nd the organization of 
the board of dire ct ors. 

Section 10450, supr a , cited above, .prov1des th~t the t erms of 
offi ce of all school off icers of the various school districts 
comprising the t erritory incorporated in such enlarged school 
district shall cease upon the adoption (of plan of reorganization) 
and the organi~ation of the board of directors • 

. 
Section 10347, R. s. Mo. 1939, reenacted, Laws 1945, page 

1629, provide s a s f o1lowsz 

"The board or directors of each school district 
shQ111 on or before tbe fifteenth day or May 
of each year1 ~ward to , the County Superintendent 
of Schools an estimate of the amount or, money to 
be raised by taxation for the ensuing school year, 
and the rate required to produce said amount, 
speofty1ng by funds the amount and rate necessary 
to sustain the school or shools of the district 
tor tho tfme requ1r•4· b7 law or authorized by the 
qualified voters ot the district to meet principal 
and interest payments on the bonded debt or .the 
distrtet, and to proY1de such .funds as may have 
been ordered by the qualified voters or the 
district tor other leg~tfmate district purposes, 
includtns the purchase or school building sitos, buying 
or e~ect1ng school bulld!Ds•~ repairing and £Urn1shtag 
.such buildings, and providing foot bridges across 
runninG streams." 



·" 

' . 

Ti1is Gee tlon J:n~ovidos thu t i..ho boD.l'd o2 ':i:,.:•C:ctol~s o: the· school 
dintrict c!1ull , on or bcfoi'O t11c 15t!1 C.o.. · of ·~o.y o.:· ouc~1 y-.:o.:r , 
t~a.L:c o.n oc t lnatc o:..' t~1e ar:.ount c .:· ::.'un c!s neco s~ur~r to sus tain the 
sch ools in their <.?.1ctric t :.:·or thG ti:'10 :::-cquirod b.;- lu\':. If the 
roor,;anizod Gc:~ool G.i str~ct ... -.-t:. =. uC.o~)tcd b::r the poo:··l o ~'ld the board 
of t:irocto_~o electe d ~:nd or~ ;[.mi :.:c<l bc£'m'e: ::a;, 15t~! of e:.n y yo e;.l" then 
it y:o .lC:. bo t :·"c (:a·:;~- c:: '..:.: .c bo<~ . ::: o.: <.~h·o c t o1"'s o.:.· ;., :.J.ch c. reor,:;ani zed, 
enl CJ.",;od L: l ::d;p:_c t to :i.'i le t!10 0 c·c:_·.,_:l t o l 'c .... :uil•(, d. b ::,· cul<l Jection 
10 ..,, 7 ,_,. ,., . .,._c. ·r-- , ..... ___ ~ ~ .. ·- . ... : .. " " - -1 - -· f" . • t 
>~- ., .... .. , ... ~. .._ . t ,_ ... -c.cvv_- ~ •..1 - vd'-' vi..:. _ .1.,;i.l ._ .... c ... o;-'- ... J.ut;r~c s 

coum:·lsin~ t:.c t v l'.·itcry lnco:"·)o:.;.. t c<l .:.n'.;o ~-> ulu onlar l·ol1 sc :~ool 
'-,· i ,.-:;.,,.;ct \'·o -~ 1 ~ · .· ,vc 1-. ...... , . ,.·. J-, o-, ~ ~t~ :· t-.o ·-;1"· '-lU"~l - ···+: -: v1·:o~ ..-r·c~"' -r~ ~ ...... , ? to ... L.JU- . L • .-.. \..-, . ........ . V ~l.lV• • :-~ .J v _ .._ V .._.\,.I' \..t .,."' v - ~ ""' C,;.4\,, V,. \,J.. .,L.,l.,l<.,) 

t :10 _-'l"Ov is2. o• ~s o:: ~cccion l O!:.:;o# : . • ;J . ::o . 1939 :. anl: ~;cct.l.on 11., Laws 
i:o. FJ4'7 1 ~)a~cs YI 0- 3'17 , bccc.: .. ~c ull their ,':utic s •. mt! aut!1orities 
ce~se on '.;~·~c c.<::.o) tion o:2 the } 1 0...'1. o: _;_•co.r,::;u.nl~u.t.:.on ::me. t he or gani­
zation oi.' the boc.:i..'d Oi' C.ir<; c tors of t:10 0nlu~·'(!,Cd sc:10ol -~ i strict. 

'1'~10 r~ -~ :i.."'e: -c ..j :-u~"'t c: ' ' i:.; :..; .) .2.:i on Juno 13, 19.:.-;J , l'cnt:cred a 
decision in :::. C<- :Je entitl ed ::.;;;tttc. o.r '"L ;souri ;..!.t :c:Lc r e l ation of 
2'C01",3unizcd sc ·~ :tcol .. · i s trlct :;o . ~~- o:.:· J,1. c:mm1 Co ..mt .: ; ~-i :::; sour• i ; 
r·elator , v c -. ·:< . n. ;iol r:!es , :.>tL;.to .~:.Hlitor of 7~is:::ouri ; res::_)ond.ent, 
i n y:hi ch tho co::lscit~~t:lonalit:/ o: t2l0 1947 :i.ct }·clatin ; to the 
or:;un i zation o .... ' enlar ~e<.~. cc21ool : i st}"ic ts ;·in.3 t~~:wl C. . ·.::··:c::•L. fe!'c , 
t i1o 19~-7 :tct ::-'t; lu.tinc~ to rCOl"' ; ai.ii ~cd o::• cnl a1-._;cc sc>.ool (:i stricts 
in valid m1C:. con:y;;J. t u ti onal. 

COHCLU:.HON 

It i s therefore t ;,w O!)i n :on o::· t h is de:tJurtmont t hu t the tax 
book s of a c ount:' should be sot u:) b ... the c ol.Ulty clork c:::tending 
the sch ool taxes in uccorclmwe r: i til the tePri tor: incorporu ted 
i n to each lot;a.lly formed reor~o.ni zcd or enl ar _,od sc!1ool d i strict, 
and tho :.'or1-:1er sc:10o l <.:.istr:ict nur1bers co:-::pr i sint_; said territor y 
eh oul d be discon tinued. 

General 
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