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When person operating mo tor vehicle on the 
highways of the state makes a delinquent 
registration, he is subject to penalty fee 
of $2.00 and is also guilty of misdemeanor 
under Section 301.440, RSMo 1949. 

September 20 1 1951 

FILED 

Honorable J . Ha.l t!oore 
Prosecuting Attorney 
LaTTrenco County 

68 
Mt . Vornon, Missouri 

Dear Sir : 

This is in answor to your letter of r ecent date 
requesting an official opinion of this departr~ont and 
reading as follows : 

" There is a question in my mind in 
regard to Revised Statute ~949 , 
chapter 301. I cannot find 1n this 
chapter or in any othor chapter 
whether or not it is against the l aw 
in tho State of Mis souri to operate 
a motor vehicle after your l icense 
has expired. It seems that the only 
punishment provided is a $2 .00 late 
registration fee and t~at a person 
cannot be convicted fo r driving with 
improper license when the license 
are only delinquent." 

Section 301. 020, RSMo 1949 , provide s in part as 
follows z 

"Bvel''Y oTmor of a motor vehicle or. 
trailor, which sha.ll be operated or 
driven upon the highways of this state , 
except as heroin oth.Gr\'11se expressly 
provided, shall file , by mail or 
otherwise , in tho offi ce of the director 
of revenue , an application for regin­
tration on a bl ank to be furnished by 
tho director of r evenue for that 
purpose , {f. * * " 
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Honorable J • Hal Uoore September (D , 1951 

Section 301.050, RSf o 1949, provides in part as follows: 

" * * * After June 1, 1950, a penalty 
fee of two dollars shall be paid on all 
delinquent registrat ions . " 

Subsection 5 o~ Section 301.130, RSUo 1949, provides in 
part as follows: 

"Defore being operated on any highway 
of this s tate every motor vehicle or trailer 
shall have displayed the pe~anent license 
pla tes or temporary porcit issued by the 
director or revenue entirely unobscured, 
unobstructed, all parts thereof plainly 
visible and kept reasonably clean, and so 
fast ened as no t to swing." 

Section 301.440, nSMo 1949, provides as follows : 

"Any person who violates any provision 
of t his chapter for which no specific 
punishment is provided, shall upon con­
viction thereof be punished by a fine of 
not less than five dollars or ~ore than 
five hundred dollars or by imprisonment 
in the county j ail for a t er.m not ex­
ceeding two years , or by both such fine 
and i rnpri so nmen t •. " 

I t is elear that the penalty f ee of two dollars , found 
in Section 301 .050, refers only to the registration and is 
directed against any person who does not make his application 
for registration at the proper time . 

It do es not purport to be a penalty or punishment for 
the operation of a motor vehicle or trailer on the highways of 
t h is state , which motor vehicle or tra i l er does not have dis­
played the permanent license plates or temporary por.mit issued 
by t he Director of Re venue . 

Since no specif ic punishment has been provided for 
violations of subsection 5 of Section 301.130, the provisions 
of Sect ion 301. 440 woul d be applicabl e where a ~otor vehicle 
is operated on the highways of t hi s state without displaying 
the permanent license pla tos or temporary permit i ssued by 
the Direct or of Revenue . 
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Honorabl e J. Hal Moore September ao. 1951 

Subsection 2 of Section 301 .130. RSMo 1949. provides as 
follows; 

" When application is made for reregis­
tration of a motor vehicle the director 
of revenue shall• except as otherwise 
provided, mail or deliver a metal tab or 
other durable material designating the 
year of registration , whi ch tab shall be 
at tached to the license flate in the 
place provided therefor . 

We bolieve from the provislons of this subsection that 
the permanent license plates contemplated by subsection 5 of 
Section 301.130, are the metal plates assigned by the Director 
of Revenue to each motor vehicle or trailer, together with 
the metal tab designating the particular year of registration. 
The tab is as much a part of the license plate as are the 
numbers on suCh plate. Therefore , subsection 5 of Section 
301,130 is violated if permanent registration plates , includ­
ing the ~etal tabs designating the year of registration, or 
temporary permit, are not d isplayed on every motor vehicle 
operated on any highway of t h is state, and the violation may 
be punished as provided in Section 301. 440 . 

CONCLUSION 

It is the opinion of t h is department that every owner of 
a motor vehicle operated or driven upon the highways of this 
state must pay a penalty fee of two dollars if he is delinquent 
in his registration of such motor vehicle or trailer. 

It is the further opinion of this department that any 
person who operates on any highway of t hi s state a ~otor vehicle 
or trai ler which does not have displayed the permanent license 
plates or tecporary permit issuod by the Director of Revenue 
may be punished upon conviction thereof by a fine of not less 
than five dollars or more t han five hundred dollars or by 
imprisonment 1n the county jail for a t er.m not exceeding two 
years, or by both such fine and imprisonment . 

APPROVED • 

~~ 
Attorney General 
CBB:lrt 

Respecttu~ly subnitted, 

C. B. BURNS, JR. 
Assistant Attorn~ General 


