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Taxes c~llectei for County Health Centers 
paid int~ ceunty treasury . 

HEALTH CENTEF\S: 

C I UNTY TJmASUJmlt : 

January 22 , 1951 

Honorable \layne W • • laldo 
Prosecuting Attorney 
Pulaski County 
Waynesville, Missouri 

Dear Ur . \"laldo: 
l 
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This is in reply to your request for an opinion 
which is as follows: 

"The opinion of the Attorney General is 
respectfully requested on the following 
situation: 

''In Pulaski County , there is a one mill 
tax on each ;1 .00 of assessed valuation 
which is used for County Health purposes . 
There is also a County Health Council, a 
corporation, duly incorporated and auth­
orized to carry on business as such, with 
a Treasurer under bond to perform his duties 
as such Treasurer . 

nsince the County IIoalth Council is a cor• 
poration, and since the Treasurer of the 
County Health Council is under bond, can 
the County Coll ector pay ove r the money 
from the one mill tax, as it is received, 
to the Treasurer of the County Health Coun­
cil , in the same manner as is done in the 
case of a Consolidated School District or 
a Special Road District} or do the funds 
have to be handled as Ln a regular account 
of the County? 

"This opinion is asked o.t the instance of 
the County Court of Pulaski County , and the 
County Court also urges thot this opinion be 
obtained as soon as possible , since money 
will have to be expended from this fund in a 
few days to meet current expenses • 11 
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Honorable Wayne W. Waldo 

In answering your question we will set out below 
several statutos which we believe applicable to the matter 
under consider ation. 

Section 205.040, RSUo 1949, provides for the or-
ganization of County Health Centers and reads as follows: 

0 The location, buil ding, maintenance and 
ope ration of said public county health 
center shall be vested in a bona fide or­
ganization of at leas t t wo hundred and 
fif'ty resident meabers , pa,-ing annual 
dues each of at leas t one dollar, be a 
corporate body, constitution and bylaws 
legally adopted and its officers l~gally 
el ected and qual~fied , and when so formed , 
shall be the legal and official body ~ 
the county or counties for the promotion 
of health activities in said county or 
counties. It shall cooperate with t he 
division of health of the department of 
public health and welfare or its succes­
sors and shall be empowered to enter into 
contracts and agreements with s tate and 
federal health authorities for the furth­
erance of all health activities , except 
as he rein prohibited. All personnel for 
the operation of the public health eenter 
shall be appointed and their compensation 
shall be fixed by the of'ficial organiza­
tion. It shall have power to formulate , 
adopt and requira such rules m d regula­
tions as may be needed for the .operation 
of the center, not inconsistent with the 
laws of the s tate. It shall have exclusive 
control of the expenditures or all moneys 
collec ted to the credit of the health 
center fund; provided, ~ !!1 moneys 
received for such health center shall be 
depositedln ~treasury of' t~ count[ 
to the cre<rrt-or the healtnc~r, an 
paid out orily upon warrants ordered arawn 
.2Z the county court of said coun~ or 
counties upon the properly authOD:icated 
vouchers of aaid official organization. " 

( lnlderscoring ours .) 
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Honorable Wayne 1. Waldo 

Sec tion 54. 100 RSl(o 1949, provides , in part , that: 
"He (county treasurer) shall receive all moneys p51able 
into the county treasury~, and disb

1
urse t he same on warrants 

drawn by order of the county court . " (VIords in parentheses 
ours . ) 

• 

Section 54. 140 , RS!o 1949, provi des for the county 
revenue to be kept in separate funds , and reads as followas 

"It shall be the duty of the county treas­
urer to separate and divide the revenues 
of such county in his bands and as they 
come into his hands in compliance with 
the provisi on of lawJ and it shall be his 
duty to pay out the revenues thus sub­
divided, on warr ants issued by order of 
the court, on the respec t ive funds so set 
apart and subdivided, and not otherwiae; 
and for this purpose the treasurer shall 
keep a separate account with t he county 
court of each fund 1h ich several funds 
shall be known and designated as provided 
by law; and no warrant shall be paid out 
of any fund other than tha t upon which it 
has been drawn by order of the court as 
aforesaid. Any county treasurer or other 
county officer, who shall fail or r efuse 
to perform the dutios required of him or 
them under the provisions of this section 
and chapters 136 to 154, nsuo 1949, and 
in the e~ross manner provided and dirtct• 
ed, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor , and 
upon conviction thereof , shall be punish­
ed by a fine of not less than one hundred 
dollars , and not more than five hundred 
dollars , and in addition to such punish­
ment , his office shall become vacant. • 

Section 139.220, RS!Io 1949 , provides for the col­
l ec t or to pay his collections into the county treasury, and 
is as followsa 

"Every collector of the revenue having 
made ·settlement , according to law, of 
county revenue by him coll ected or re­
ceived, shall pay t he amount found due 
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Honorable Way~ W. Waldo 

into the county treasury, and the 
treasurer shall give him duplicate 
receipts therefor , one of Which shall 
be filed in the office of the clerk 
of the county court ,_ who shall grant 
hLm full quietus under the seal of 
the court . " 

In view of the various s t atute s setting forth 
the duties of the county treasnr.er, and particularly 
in view of the clearly· stated language contained in 
See tion 205 .040, supra,. which we have underlined• there 
se.ema to be no doubt but that the money is to be paid 
into the county treasury and there kept in a separate 
fund to be paid out only upon warrants ordered drawn 
by the eounty court. 

In this connection we believe it well to point 
out the conclusion stated in an opinion to Honorable 
Edgar mayfield under date of January 10, 19.50, to the 
effect that tbe control over the expendi tur.es of these 
moneys is exclusively vested in the health center or­
ganization and when the county court reeei ves a properly 
authenticated voucher from the official health center 
organization to cover an expenditure for a purpose with­
in the control of said organization, a warrant must be 
issued. 

CONCLUSION. 

Therefore , 1 t is the opinion of this department 
that the taxes eollee ted for County Real th Centers are 
to be paid into the county treasury and not turned over 
to the treasurer of the County Health Center Council. 
The moneys to be deposited in a separe. te .fund and paid 
out only upon warrants ordered drawn by the county court. 

Respectfully submitted• 

JOHN R. ~ATY 
Assistant Attorney G.eneral 

APPROVED: 

J.E.OR 
Attorney General 


