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OLD AGE ASSISTANCE 
DEFINED: 

Benefits up to the max~ can be paid to ~hose 
receiving old a ge assistance to pay f or 
chiropra ctic treatment or other r emedial c~re. SECTION 306, USCA 

Title 4.2 : 
BOARD OF CHIROPRACTIC 
EXAMINERS : 

FJLED 

.;1_~ 
State Board o~ Chiroprqetio ExaMiners 
204t Eaat High Street 
Jetforson Cit~, ~ssouri 

Attent1on t Dr. s. J . Durham• D. O. 
Seorota17 

Gentlemen c 

Your request tor an opinion o~ thla department haa been 
assigned to me . Said request reading aa rollowal 

"fide Board has observed 1n Publio Law / 
1341 8lst Oangreaa, Seoond Session, Section 
)03- a , Seotiaa 6, Social seourit7 Act ia 
amended to read aa rollowaJ 

1De.t1n1ticm 

"r section 6. For the purpose a of this t1 tle, 
t ae term "old- age assistance" meana money 
pa,-ments to, or medical care 1n behal.t of or 
m 1 type ot remedial care recognized under 
State law in bebalr ot 1 needy 1nd1 vidual a 
wb.o are s1xtr• f1ve years of age or older, but 
does not include any auoh parmenta to or 
care in behalf or any 1nd1 v1 dual who ia an 
inmate or a public institution ••• ·'· 

"It ia the Board t a ·op1nion that anrane treated 
by us under the abOTe Section is entitled to 
compensation tor .uch treatment under the Public 
Health and Welfare law• ot this a tate. 

"We would greatl y appreciate an opinion from you 
aa to whether or not we are entitled to this 
compensation aa are doctors, osteopaths and others 
named under this law. " 



... . l 

State Board of Chiropractic 
Examiners 

Section 6, set out by you above , is now part or Title 42, 
United States Code Annotated, Section 306, which roads as 
follows : 

"306. ' Old- age assistance defined 

"For the purposes of this subchapter, the 
term •old age assistance ' means money pay­
ments to, or medical care 1n behal.f or or 
any type of remedial care recognized under 
State law in behalf of, needy 1nd1v1duala 
who are sixty- five y-ears of age or older 1 
but does not include any such payments to 
or care 1n behalf of any individual who is an 
inmate of a public institution (except as a 
patient in a medical institution) or any 
individual (a ) who is o. patient in an 1nst1-
tutian for tuberculosis or mental diseases, 
or (b ) who has been diagnosed as having 
tuberculosis or phychosis and is a patient 
in a medical inat~tution as a result thereof. " 

A reading o£ this see t1 on convinces us that the same was 
enacted by the Congress of t he United States for t he purpose of 
enabling the states to use "Old Age" Assistance funds far medical 
oare. Of course to come under this statute this state would 
first have to pass legislation providing for these payments t> 
be made as diro ct payments for "'medical care 1n behalf of or 
any type of remedial care" the same to be made directly to the · 
persons :f'u.Inishing same. by the Missouri Department of Public 
Health and Welfare. 

There is no statute of this state at the present time which 
would authorize our Department o£ Public Health and Welfare to 
make _the payment s heretofore mentioned to tho individuals 
furnishing same to the aged in need or assistmce. 

The pr imar-y rule of statutory construction is to ascertain 
and gl ve effect to the lamn.akors ' •intent. Norberg v. Montgomery, 
351 Mo. 180; 173 S. W. (2d) 387; Wallace v. Woods, 340 Mo. ~2, 
102 s . w. (2d 91. 

However, Section 208. 010. RS~ 1949, reads as follows : 

"In determining the eligibility of an applicant 
for public asst,stance under this law, it shall be 
the duty of the division of welfare to consider and 
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take tnto account all facts and circumstances 
surrounding the applicant, including his earning 
capacitr, income and resources, trom whatever 
source received, and if tram all the facta and 
circumstances the appli cant is not found to be in 
need, assistance shall be denied. The amoun' 
ot benet1ta when added to all other income, 
resources, suptort and m.a!Dtenance shall providf 
suth ~ersons• w th reasonable subsistence compat ble 
WI h ecenct and hilth. Irregular, casual and 
unpredlctab e Income received by a cla~ant trom 
per1'orm1ng odd jobs shall be excluded in calculating 
1ncane. B~efits shall not be payable to any 
person who: * * *" ·(Underscoring ours.) 

From what has been said before regarding statutory cona:bruot­
icm, it is our opinion that the underscored part o~ the above 
statute allna the Missouri Depar1ment o~ Pub11e Bea1th and Welfare 
to increase the amrunt paid to those eligible tor- public assistance 
up to the maximum amount payable where such recipient of public 
assistance showa a need tor the care ot a phJsic1an, osteopath, 
chiropracto-r, chiropodist or nurse where this tJPa of medical 
care is needed b'J said recipient. We are te>r.eed to th1s conolusion 
bl' the tact that direct payment by the Depm-tm.ent ot Publlc Health 
and Welfare is rece>gnized to such practitioners under Section 306 
Title 42, USCA which allowa the state Department of Publio Health 
and Welfare to make these payments directly where the state baa 
enaoted legislation enabling the Department to so do. VIe beliaYe, 
w1 thout question, this is true because the Pederal statute, supra, 
recognizes that this type paJ1118nt can be made as it stat• "the 
term 'old age assistance~ means money payments to, or medical care 
in behal!' of or any type of remedial care recognized under state 
law 1n bebal.t of, neeq 1nd1v1duala who are sixt,--five years of 
age or older, * * .-

CONCLUSION 

It 1e, therefore, the opinion of th1s department that benef1 ta 
up to the maximum can be pa~d to those rece1'dng old age assistance 
to pay for chiropractic treatment or other remedial care. 
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Y.¥-G;fi!LQR 
Attorney General 
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RespecttullJ submitted, 

A. BERTRAM ELAN 
Assistant Attorney General 


