
DIV~SION OF HEALTH : 

BIRTH CERTIFICATES : 

The Division of Health may acce,.Jt fo r filin£ , 
after the tlme prescribed for filing , the 
birth certificate of one whose birth 
certificate is on file in another state , 
upon the submission of proof by such person 
ufficient to convince the Division of 

~ealth that he was born in this state . 

xxxxxxxxx:x 
March 26 , 1953 

JOHN •· DALTO"~ 

F 1 LED 

Honorable James fi . A-r.os , l . D . 
Director 
Divis ion of Health 
Jefferson City, ~issot~i 

i>e'lr Sir : 

This de ~artment is in receiot of yo•w recent requo9t 
for an official opinion. You thus state your request . 

" to would 1 1ke to ha vo an opinion from 
yo ·r o fic o as to whether we can flle 
a birth certificate for a person who 
claims ho wo.s actually born in uisso•lri , 
yet w~o actuall y has on fil e for him a 
birth certif icate in a neighoorinc state . 
The specific case in question i nvolves 
a peroon 11 Vill[ in ··is so uri with an Arkansas 
postoffico address . An Arkansas phys i cian 
attended the birth and fi l ed the certifi­
cate wlth the St a te Board of Toalth , Littl e 
\ ock , Arkansas ." 

xxxxxxx 

.r .c. Johnsen 

\1e note thPt tho perso l' in q1.testion claicq to have been 
born in "issouri , but that hfs bir th certificate is on fi l e 
in Arkansaf'l . A photostntic copy of this bL:th certificate , . _,­
which you havo forwarded to ua , sho ~s the birt~1 to ha v«.. ~ 
occurred in Leachville , Arkansas . 

,,e would now direct attention to Section 193 . 100 , ~ ~·fo 
1949 , which roads : 

" .. ithin tho time pr oscribed by the 
division a certificat e of every birth 
shall be filed w1th the local rer istrar 
of t he district in which tho birth 
occurred , by tho physlcian, miduife , 
or othe r legally authorized person 



Hon . James R. Amos , M. D. 

in attendance at the birth; or if 
not so attended , by one of the parents . " 

Also , to Section 193 .200 , Rq·•o 191~9 , which reads : 

"A person born in thi s sta te , or a 
resident of Tissouri born outside 
of t h is state whose birth is not 
recorded in any othe r state , may 
file , or amend a certifica te after 
the time herein prescribed , upon 
submitting such proof as shall be 
required by the division, or by any 
court." 

Also , to Section 193 .210, R~"o 1949, whicll reads : 

''
11 Certificates accented subse­

q uent to six months after t he time 
prescribed for fili~ and certifica tes 
which have been altered after being 
filed with the state registrar shall 
contain the date of t he delayed filing 
and the date of the alteration and 
bo narked ' delayed ' or •altered.' 

"2 . A summary statement of the evidence 
submitted i n support of tho acceptance 
for delayed filinG or alteration shall 
be endorsed on the certificate . 11 

Section 193 . 10~ , supra , provides that within a certain 
time after a birth a certificate of ouch birth shall be filed , 
with the local registrar. That was not done in tho instant 
case . Howeve r , Section 193 .210 , sup r a , per~its the filing 
of s uch delayed certificate aftor t he prescribed time upon 
t he sub~ission of evidence suffic ient to satisfy the Division 
of Health that such ce ~tificate should be accepted for fil i ng . 

Unde r the provisio~s of Section 193. 200, supra , a pers on 
born in t his state , but whose birth, for s ome reason, bas 
not been recorded in thi s state , but who submits to the 
Division of Heal t h proof suff icient to satisfy the Division 
that such person was born in this sta te , should have his 
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birth certificate filed by the division. 

CO TCLUSIO!i 

It is the opinion of this depart~ent thPt the Division of 
Heal th may accept for fill~ , aft~r the tt me prescribed for 
filing , the birth certificate of one whos e birth certificate 
is on file in anoth~r sta te , upon the submission of proof by 
such person sufficient to c onvince the 'Jivision of tTcalth 
that he was born in this state . 

The foregoing opinion, which I hereby appro ve , was pre­
pared by my assistant , 't:r . ttugh P . dlliamson. 

HPW : mm 

Very truly yours , 

JOHl: !'. DALT:>N 
Attorney General 
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