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Doo.r Sir : 

Your letter of Februnry 26 , 1953 , request inc an opinion 
has be~n received . Your question was stated as fol lows : 

"There has been a question ari"o in this 
county as to who la entitled to tho one 
dollar co~~itmont fee on prisoners , the 
s heriff or the cou.'>'lty . 11 

l roviaion for paY'"!ent of fee to sheriffs fop co~itment of 
persons to jail u.~der certain circ·~st-ncos is ~ade by 
Soction 57 . 29":> , 7lci'o . 191~9 , quoted , in part , bolow: 

" Sheriffs , county marshal s or other officers 
shall be a llowed fees for t heir services in 
criminal cases and for a l l proceedings for 
con tempt or attachment as f ollows: 

For com..""litting any peraon to jail - - - .a . oo 

* ~·. II .. . 
However , Article 6 , ~oction 13 , Mo . Constitution , 19'!5 , 

provides certain limitations on the dis position of fees collected 
by state and county officers, and is quoted her ewith : 

"Compensation of Officers in Criminal ~atters-­
Fees . --Al l state and county officers , ex cept 
constables and justices of the peaco , charge d 
~ the i nvest igation, arrest , pr osecution , 
custody, care , feedinc , co~,it~ent , or t r ans ­
por t a tio of persons acc usod of or convicted 
of a criminal offense shall be co 1pensated for 
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their official services only by salariGs , 
and any fees and char,.~;os collec tod by 
any s ~1ch officer s in such c rtso s shall be 
paid into the gent ral revenue fund entitled 
to receive the s ame, as provided by law . 
Any fees earned by any such officers in 
civil matters may be reta ined by them 
as provided by law . " 

(Underscortng ours) 

Section 57 .310, RSMo . 1949 , specifies the total compei ­
sation for sheriffs of counti~ s of class one . Section 57 . 330 
provides for compensation of s heriffs in class two counties , 
and Section 57. 370 provides disposition of fees collected 
by sheriffs in criminal matters in class two counties . 

Provision for disposition of fees accruing to sheriffs 
of third and fourth class counties in co nnection with 
criminal matters is made b- Section 57 .4J.o , llS"'o . 1949 , 
as fol lows : 

"In all counties of tho third and .fourth 
classes, t he sheriff shall charge and 
collect for and on behalf of the county 
every fee accruing to his office \:hich 
arises out of his duties in connection 
with the investigation, arrest , prosecu­
tion , care , commitment and transportation 
of persons accused of or convicted of a 
criminal offense, except such criminal 
fees as are chargeabl e to tho county . 
The s heriff may retain all fees collected 
by him in civil matters . " 

(Jnderscoring ours) 

CONCLJSION 

Therefore , it is the opinion o.f this office that the 
one doll ar fee provided by Section 57 . 290 , R<"?to . 1949 , 
accruing to t he sher iff for committing a person to jail 
mpat be char ged and collected by the sheriff on behalf 
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of the county . 

The foregoing opinion, which I heroby approve , was 
prepared by ny assistant , ~'r . Paul 'fcGhoe . 

PM : mm 

Very truly yours , 

JOHtr !• . DALTO'l 
Attorney General 


