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Costs for services rendered by reporter or 
stenographer in transcribing testimocLy in 
a homicide case under Section 544. 370, 
Vernon 's Annotated Missouri Statutes 
shall be taxed as costs in the case . 
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Honor abl e Richerd K. Phelps 
Prosecuting Attorne~ 
J a.ckson Count~ 
Ko.ns a Cit7, lfissouri 

Dear Sir : 

This will acknowl eds e receipt of your request 
for an opinion as to whether or not the costs for 
transcribing or testimony or al l homicide ca.soa as 
incurred pursuant to Section 544.3701 R~t!o 1949, sb.nll 
be taxed as costs or the criminal cnse in which thoy 
were incurred. 

Section 544. 3701 Vernon• s Annotated I:i ssouri 
Statutes r oads: 

"544. 370. Homicide, t-Tritten evidonoo. 
In all oases of homicide, but in no 
other, the evidence ti1vcn by ~o s everal 
witneoses shall be raducod t o writing 
by tho magistrate , or under his direction, 
and shall be signed by the w1tnossea re• 
spect ivoly. " 

Under Section 485.1501 Ver non• s Annotated t~is oouri 
Statut es , a magistrate may appoint a stenographer or re­
porter to write mnd certify evidence of witnesses 1n homicide 
cases and further provides f or n f co f or auch sorvioes to 
bo taxed as coa t s and paid as othor coste in tho case . 
Section 485 .150, supra, rendc as follows: 

"Eacll magistrate may appoint a. cor.1potont 
stenogr apher or roportGr to writo and 
certify evidence of witnesses in cases 
of homicide and such stenographer Shall 
be a l lowed a fcc of f ifteen cents for 



Honorable Richard K. Phelps : 

every one hundred words and figures . 
Such fee shall be taxed as costs and 
paid as other costs in the case . " 

COllCLUSIOU 

It is , therefore , t he opinion of this department 
that ~1e costs for transcribing testimony of homicide 
cases as incurred under the provisions or Section 544.370, 
Vernon' s Annotated ~assouri Statutes, shnll be taxed as 
costs by virtue of said Section 485.150, Vernon' s Annotated 
Missouri Statutes. 

The foregoing op~ion, which I hereby approve , was 
prepared by my Assistant , Ur. Aubrey R. Hammett, Jr. 

ARHjr :mv 

Your s very truly, 

J OHN 11. DALTOU 
Attorney Gener al 


