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MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY RESPONSIBILITY: Certified copies of records
CRIMINAL PROCEDURE: o of Motor Vehicle Safety
EVIDENCE: . Responsibility Unit have

o not been made "evidence™
in criminal proceedings by virtue of statutory..epactmenf.
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K. B+ Morris, Directer
Department of Revenue
~State of ‘HMisgouri .
‘Jefferson City, Missour

Dear Sir:

- Reference is made to jeur request for an official opinion
of this department reading as follows:

“The Safety Responsibility Umit which
adminigters the Safety Responsibility lLaw
4s frequently confronted with those situ-
ations in which a person whoge operation
and registration privileges have been
sugpended refuses to surreénder licenses
evidencing such privileges. Section
303.370 makes such refusal a misdemeanor
unishable by a fine of not more than
%500‘00 or imprisonment net to exceed 30
days or both. ’

tProsecuting Attorneys throughout this

state are desirous of filing charges against
these people, however, they are having great
difficulty establishing a Tcase'!, because
many Judges are refusing to accept a certi-
fied copy of the Safety Respensibility

Unit's record of suspension. The Judges
point out that Section 490.180, Missouri
Revised Statutes, 1949, which provides for
the submittal of c¢ertified records does not
include records of the Department of Revenue.
It would be virtually impossible as a prac-
tiecal matter to have a representative from
this Department personally appear and testify
as to the authenticity of the original sus-
pension records.




M. E. Morris, Director

~"prior to the adoption of the 1945 Consti-
- tution many of the activities now supervised
by the Department of Revenue were under the
. ..8eeretary of State or State Auditor. It .
- would seem artifiecial to reason that by vir-
- tue of the creation of a . new department that
~ the records which were heretofore acceptable
- in a certified form are now no longer accegtn
. able. : 3ection 490.220 makes admissable all ,
""" pecords and exemplifications of office books
- kept in any public office of the United States
‘or a gister state as evidence 1f publiely:
. attested to by the keeper of the records. It
- 4s evident by this section that practically
all records of a sister state may be certified
and various records of the State of Missouri
- cannot. o o . -

"In view of the foregoing fdcts, we respect-
fully request your opinion as te whether or
not Section 490.180 can be interpreted to
include the papers on file in the Department
of Revenue in addition to the papers of the
offices specifically enumerated therein."

Section AQD.;SO RSHo 1949, which you have referred to in
your letter of inquiry, forms a portion of Chapter 490 RSMo
1949 denominated "Evidence" and reada as follows:

- "Coples of all papers on file in the office
of the secretary of state, state treasurer,
state auditor and register of lands, or of
any matter recorded in either of said of-
fices, certified under the seal of the re-
spective offices, shall be evidence in all
courts of this state,? '

It will be observed that offieial records of the Depart-
ment of Revenue have not been ineluded within the scope of the
statute.

Of course this is equally true with respect to the official
records of a great many other departments of the State.of Mis-
souri. We have diligently searched other statutory enactments
of the General Assembly of the State of Missouri and do not find
that the official records of the Department of Revenue have been
placed in the same category as those found in the offices of
secietary of state, state treasurer, state auditor, and register
of lands.



_ M, E, Morris, Director

. I1v'is ‘an elementary rule of statutory constructien that
~.no oceasion for construction arises with respect to a. statute
" which is definite and unambiguous.  Neither may the scope of
-ithe applicability of a statute be broadened beyond those per-
. kgong “or the partiséular subject matter to which, by its own
~ terms, it relates, We are of the belief that the particular -
- statute here under consideration falls within such a eategory, -

~ and that no construction thereof is necessary,

. or under any other statutory enactment.,

- GONCLUSION =~

- ... In the premises, we are of the .opinion that certiffed
‘coples of the official records of the Motor Vehicle Safety
;Eésgqgﬁgbiliﬁyqunitf,g#é;patybeen}chaﬁded.theqstatus"af_u S

Vevidence" under the provisions of BSection 490,180 RSMo 1949,

- pared by my assistant, Will ¥. Berry, Jr,

'?hé}féregéiﬁg'epiﬁibﬁ;.whiéh I hersby approVé, was pre-

Yours very truly,

John M., Dalten
Attorney General

BFB/vtl




