VETERANS: A motor vehicle owned by a veteran, who is a legal
TAXATION: resident of Missouri, is subject to taxation al-

. though $1600.00 of the purchase price of the motor
vehicle was supplied by the a dministration of veter-
ans' affairg, ’ - .

FILED

October 8, 1954

Honorable Stephen R. Pratt
Prosesuting Attorney

Clay County

Liberty, Missouri

Dear Strt

 Your recent request for an officiel opinion reads es
followst e

"In confirmation of our telephone converses

tion of this date, the opinion which I des

sire 1s based on the queation of whether or

not & veteran, who has been furnished an auto~
mobile by the government due to the loss of one

or both of his legs, is texable in the lawas of

the Ztate of Missouri, I believe this is covers
ed under Title 38, Chapter 5, Section 252 UiB.C.A."

Bestion 252a et seqg, of Chapter 5, Title 38, UiSiC.A. proe-
videa that the administration of veterens'! affeirs 1s authorized
_to pey up to $1600,00 on the purchase price of an automobile for
‘veterans with certain phyeiesl disabillities acquired in service.

: It is plain from the above that this 1s an absclute and une-
qualified gift to the veteran; that title to the motor vehicle vests
absolutely in him; and that he holds this motor vehicle on the same
baais as though he had purchased it ocutright with his own money.
Suech being the case, we must loock to the law of Missouri to see whe=~
ther such a person is exempt from paying taxes on such a vehicle,
Section 137.100 RSMo 1949, sets forth the seal- and personsl property
which i#s exempt from taxation. A motor vehicle owned by & veteran
who 18 a legsal resident of Missouri, and acquired as set forth in -
your lettsr, ls not exempt by the above seetlion, and is, therefore,
we belleve, subject to taxation.

CONCLUSION

It ia the ¢pinion of this department that a motor vehicle
owned by a veteran, who is a legal resident of Missouri, is subject



Honorable Stephen R. Pratt

to taxation elthough $1600,00 of the purchase price of the motor -
vehicle was supplied by the administration of veterans' affairs,

The foregoing opinion, which I hereby approve, was prepared
by my Assistant, Mr, Hugh Williamsona‘

Very truly yours,

o JOHN M. DALTON
HPW/1d Attorney General



