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AGRICULTURE: : The commissioner or agriculture 

: may rix the salary of the state COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE: 
VETERINARIAN: : veterinarian at an amount greater 

: than the salary of the commie-OFFICERS: 
SERVICES AND SALARY. : sioner of agriculture. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

February 28, 1955 

Honorable L. c. Carpenter 
Oo:mm1sstoner 
Department of Agrieul ture 
State Qf MltHIO'U.r. 
Jefferson Citr., M1ssour1 

Dear Mr, Carpenter= 

Your letter ~earing da.te of Februa:cy 2~ 1955, 
requesting an o:tfio1nl op1n.1on 1s as follows. a 

1•You '"'ill find attached hereto a ot;>py ot 
a letter we reoe1ved t'ro.m a Oown1ttee ap• 
pointed by the President ot th.e MissQuiil> 
Veterinary Medical A_ssoeia.tion. · 

,.This Oomm.t ttee 1a recommending an in• . ~··· 
crease. in t}le S$.lary of Dza. L. A. Rosner·l 
State Vetex-·i:narian. I am. e'nt:t.~'ly in 
sympathy with their proposal· regarding 
Dr. Rosner and his t$ohh1oal 'staff, thnt 
they should receive more remun$rat1on. 
Of course this would be oontip.gent upon 
availab111ty of funds. 

rrTher$ is en9thsr matter however on which 
I think 1 t adv~sable ·"for .Y9U to give us 
an 1ntE)rpreteit$on, and that is.- ct does the 
·,salary limit&tions est;ablished by law on 
the Commi{:lsio.ne:r•' s sEtJ.ary have any effect 
on the saltu'~~ies or other starr members in 
the Department?' 

11~iay I htiisten to say that I certainly 
would be glad for Dr. Hosn~Sr to be draw­
ing a salary greo.ter than my own a.s Com­
missioner, providing it~ is legal to do so 
and providing the funds are available. 



Hol;l9rable L. o. Carpenter& 

We shall take no further action upon ·this 
matter until we have been advised of your 
3:-'U.l.ing , " 

The pay of the state veterinarian is p~ovided for 
. by Section 267.060, RSMo 1949. That section reads: 

"The state veterinarian, deputy state 
veterinarians and livestoo)$: 1nspect()rs. 
shall reoeive aM:a~i!S fixed }2z ~ state 
gotnmisston~r or 8.€!jl"ieUl'€ure ana necessary 
traveling expenses in the !isoharge of or-
1'1o1a,.l. du~ies• payable out ot the funds 
provided for·the main~enance ot the veteri­
nary aervioe• The state veterinarian, 
deputies and livestock inspectors shall 
each ~render an itemized a0count to the 
said oom:m.!s sioner of agrlcul ture of all 
the traveling and incidental expenses in­
'oul•red in working under this chapter. 
Said account or accounts shall be audited, 
and it found correct•. shall be allowed as 
is now or may hereaftel'* be provided by law. 11 

{Emphasis ours,) 

The· pay of the commissioner of agriou.l t·ure is pro­
vided for by Section 261.010. RSMo 1949. That seotion 
reads: 

"There is hereby created a state depart-
ment of agriculture, the main office of 
which shall be in Jefferson City in quarters 
provided by the divi$ion of public buildings. 
The governor, by and with the ~dvioe and eon­
SEn1t of the senate. shall appoint a commis­
sioner of agriculture who shall be a practi­
cal farmer, well versed in agricultural 
science and who shall serve at the ple~:tsure 
of the governor. The commissioner shall be 
in charge of the state department of agri­
culture. Re shall receive an annual salary 
of E thousand five hundreddollars, pay­
able monthly • and traveling and other ex­
penses necessarily incurred in the per­
formance of his duties." 

(Emphasis ours.) 

-~-



Honorable L. c. Carpentart 

Your request inquires whethep yo~ :may set the 
sal~ry of the state veterinarian at a sum in excess 
of your aalary. 

We are unable to see anything prohibi t1ng you 
from fixing th$ salary of the state veterinarian at 
a greater ~niount th.~ your sRJ.ary. Section 267 .o6o, 
RSMo 194?, places w~thin your sou.nd discretion and 
good judgment the determination of the salary .of the . 
state veterinarian. There :ts no apeoific limitation 
on the amount that he may be paid. The limit is to 
be. determined by you., . keeping ih mind. the appro.pria-

. tion ava1:1,able tor salary purposes. It is probable 
that the Legislatw.~e was aware that the service.s of 
a trained professional man might be difficult to get 
at a low salary, and for that reason lett it to you 
to fix tJ:i.e salary at a. reasonable amount sufficient 
to obtain the services of a competent state vet•rinarian. 

CONCLUSION. 

In the premises, there.fore, it is the opinion 
of this offiee that the eafumissioner ot agriculture 
may :fix the salary of the state veterinarian at an 
amount greater-than the salary of' the commissioner 
of agriculture. 

'J.'he foregoing opinion, which I hereby approve .. 
was prepared by my Assistant,_ Mr. Paul McGhee. 

PMcG:irk 

Very truly yours, 

JOHN H. DALTON 
Attorney General 


