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AGRICULTURE: Review of proposed rules ana regulations of the 
Department of Agriculture implementing House Bill 
No. 177 of the 68th General Assemblyo 

EGG LAW:. 
RULES AND 

REGULATIONS: 

July 27 1 1955 

!tonol:'&b).e L. o. o~nter . 
Co-s$1~~, 1 Depar•nt ot A#icultnwe 
Jett'eraon City, M1e•ourt 

n.ar· Mr • cu.p•ntett t 

sr· lett$r . be~t~1ng~. date ot J'ulJ a. 19$5. you have requested 
tlrl.s ottt()$ to Jie,ri•w eortun ~o,oa.ad. hle·•- and i'egulations ot 
yo~ depP'tllent !iiiplementing Bouse Bill No• 111 ot the 66th 
General Ass•ll1b17•- · 

Pu.r•u.ant to JO~ ~&quest thQst rulea and regulations have 
been reviewed.~: an<l all 1.ppear to 'be authorlsed b7 said House Bill 
No. 1771 except as he:r•tne.f1hw not•A· 

In pl:'oposet\ R$gulat1.<m. (1) th• :Pbra.•• "$nod. any •sg.- that are 
adul tera.ted as euoh term is defined. ;pUJ' .•• t_ to t~ Federal Food, 
Drug ~Utd Cosmetic. Act" is tJnprope~ •. sect~on 1 96.310(3} requires 
th• C~asioner of AgrioulttWe. to 4'1111$ "1~41bl~ eggs" in 
e.oc~~anctt w1 th the speoitication$ ot .. t-he tint t~d itat-et Depart• 
ment of Agricul tu~e~ The o'b'V1()us intent of that aubseetion is 
to require the Oomt11issioner to set out in d$ta11 in h1 s rules ~ 
and :regulations the definition ot 111n&dible egs-tt eo that the 
public may be able to •soertain th& !11$&n1ng thereof by reference 
to the rules and rep).a:tions withot.lt thQ necessity of recourse 
to Fedt;Jral laW$ aaa. regulat:tQns •. lt is suggested that the 
definit:Lon of "adulterated eggs" be set out in the regulations. 

Propoeed J;tegu1e.t1on (4) is invalid. Section 196 • .320 pro• 
hibit$ the s£tle of eggiJt 

"(c) Which are mislabeled by the placing 
or presence of any !'else, deoeptive or 
mi&lee.ding mark1 term •. statement, design, 
device; insot1pt1on, or 8l'lY other des1g• 
nation, up~n any eggs or upon any oon• 
tainer or subeontainer of ~ggs1 or upon 
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the label 'or lining or wrapper thereot, 
or upon any plaof:U'd or sign used 1n 
connection therewith, or in connection 
with anr bulk lot· or dtsplq having 
reference to egga." 

· T~t Jection tioee ·not authol'ise the Commissioner to· declare 
what ()onstitutes t$lae, d.&oept:lve ol' misleading labeling. Nor 
does subsection (a) ot Sectton 196,)20 au:thorise regul.atiC>n ( 4). 
That secti·cm·. retera to the size. and sr.·· ade designations deacr1bed 
by Section 196.312 and regulation (.)). 

The to~getns oplnicm, which I hel'ebJ approve_. was prepared 
by ttJ:1 tuss!sta.nt, Mr. Paul Mc&hee. 

PHcG:mw 

l'oU7s very truly 1 

Job:n M. Da1 ton 
l.ttorney Gener~ 
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