1!

PUBEIC RECORDS: - Assessment lists and assessment

ASSESSOR OF ST, LOUIS CITY: " books maintained in office of

" assessor of Clty of St. Louils
are public records open to
~public inspection,

May 18, 1955

Honorable William B, Hilsman
Member, Missouri State Senate -
State Capliol Building
befersan G&tyg ﬁiasauri

Deoaw %anatar ﬁilsman&

The following opinien is rendared in reply toe your
anuiry reading as follows:

"May I have your formal opinion on the
guestion of whether the assessor of

the City of 8%, Louls, Mimsouri, can
refuse membars of the public the privie
lege of inspeobion of agsessment lists
and asaasamant books en,fila in his
'ﬂffiﬂﬁn'

Seotion @8.556, R&Mo l?h? provides for the appointment
of en assessor for ths City of St., Louis, and such officer's
ualifications and general duties are cutlined in Section

2,560, R8Ho 19&9, which. prevideas

"The assessor shall have the qualifica~
tions provided with regard to the mayory
recelve such salary as may be [ixed by
the charter or by ordinance; and before
entering upon the duties of his office
shall take an oath similar to that re-
quired by law of county essessors, He
shall be the head of the agsessment di~
visionj appeint the depuby assessors
and employses in his division; pressrve
2}l meps, plats, books and papers bslong~
ing to sald division} cause all plsats to
be prepared, altered and eorrected as
reguired by law} recelve lists, state-
ments or returns ol property; and fwrnish
blanks and information to those desirin§
to appeal to the board of equalization,



Honorable William E, Hilsman

The foregoing stabtute discloses that assessment lists are
to be a part of the records of the public office of
assessor, Section 82,570, RSMo 1949, providing how the
costs and expenses of agsessments shall be pald, contains
this additional preoviso: S

" % % % provided further, that in all
citles in this state not in any county
the apsessor shall perform the duties
now performed by county elerks in €Xw
tending taxes on the assessment books
and such other mervices pertaining
thereto," - |

Generally speaking, the public has & common law right
to inspect all public records, This common law right is ex-
pressed by the Supreme Court of Missouri in State vs, Hender~
son, 162 S W, (263 389, 350 Mo. 968, where the Court said,
lice 3921 - ' ' ‘ ' »

"In all instances where, by law or
regula tion, a document is required

o be filed in a public office, it

1s a public record and the public has -
a right to inspect it. 53 Corpus
Juris, Section 1, Pages 60L and 605;
Clement v, Graham, 78 Vt, 290, 63 A,
v, Fishback, 175 Ind, 132, 93 N,E, 666,
L.R.A. 19178, 1179, Ann, Cas. 1913B, 1271;
State ex rel. Eggers v, Brown, 345 Mo,
30, 134 S.W, 24 28." . '

However, this cormon law right of inapection is limited
to some extent., The right of the public is not such that
they may interfere with the operation of the office where
the publie records are kept, This limitation is expresssd
by the Supreme Court of Missouri in State ex rel, Eggers va,
Brown, 134 s8.W. (2d) 28, 1.e. 32, ae follows:

" % 3% % The speecial commissioner did not
hold, and neither do we, that relator's

~right to inspect and éopy the records
is en unlimited right. It is subject

ﬁgé
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to such reasonable regulations as
regspondents may impose to prevent
undue interference with the work
of the employees of the office,
and to prevent undue interference
with members of the public being
served at the office," . |

We have found no statubtory rule applicable to the
office of assessor of the City of S3t, Louis which %tends
to modify the rules announced in the cases cited above,
and consequently such rules are to be applied in this
instance. :

CONCLUSION.

It is the opinion of this office that sssessment lists
and assessment books in custody of the assessor of the City
of 3t. Louls are public records which are to be available
for inspection by members of the public when such inspection
will not inferferse with the orderly operation of such office.

Yours very truly,

 Julian L. 0'Malley
Acting Attorney General

JEOTM:vlw



