A woman 1i& not entitled to admission
to the Federal Soldiers! Home by
virtue of being the mother-in-law
of a former servliceman,
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‘K@mmrabie Hﬁrvin He MeDaniel
Superintendent

8tate Federsl Soldlers' Home
- of Missouri

. Bt. James, Missourd

Bear St

Your Letter of December 35, 195&: requesting
an epinian of thie affiﬂa resdst

"I wish to refer you to Missouri Revised
Btatutes 1949, Section 212,140, Who May
Be Admitted,

"This is to request yau farnish us with
an offisisl opinion with refepence to the
above rafarrad to Statute as followa:

"1Would a woman, who has a sanainplaw,
~ who sgerved in the United &tates Armed
Services be entitled to aﬁmiss&an to

“this Home as a makher?'

Saebien 212,140, RSMo 1949, which sets the stanw
dards of admission to the Fadersl Boldiers' Homes,
reads as followst

“The soldfers and sailors who shall be
entitled. to admission into sald home
#hall be pitivens of the state of

. Missouri, who were honorably discharged
from the service of the United States,
end who are in indigent circumstences,
snd from any disability, not received
in any {llegsl act, are unable to supw
port themselves by manual labor, end
that the sged mother, wife or widaw of
guch goldier or sallor, and army nurses,
who served with the armies of the United
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States or such ex-members of the enrolled
Missouri militlia, who served ninety deys
or miore in the field during the c¢ivil war,
shall also be entitled to admission in
8ald home, provided they be in indigent
eircumstances and uneble to support them-

- 'gelves by manual labor."

“Your ﬁaquest requires us to determine whaﬁher:the
phrase "aged mother # % % of such soldier or sailor"
includes mothers~in~law of such former servicemen,

£ . In comstruing the meaning of the'wcrd~“m§bher" we
are gulded by Section 1,090, RSMo 1949, which reads:

"Words and phrases shall be taken in
their plain or ordinary and usual
sense, bub teshnlical words and phrases
having a peculiar and appropriste meane
ing in lew shall be understood accerd-
ing to their technical import."

The word "mother" is not a technical word, and is
ordinarily taken to mean "female parent", "Mother-in-
lew" 18 ordinarily understood to mean the mother of one's’
spouse, (Black's Law Dictianaryr Lth Edition, Page 116l).
We conclude that since the word "mother™ is not ordinarily
understood to include one's mother-in-law, it was rot the
intention of the Legislature to include mothers-in-law
within that category, and that it was not the intention
of the Leglslature to make eliglible for admission to the
Home mothers~in-law of former servicemen.

CONCLUSION

: It is, therefore, the opinion of thia office that a
woman ig not entitled to admission to the Federal Soldiers!

Home by virtue of being the mother-in~law of a former serw
Vieemann .

The foregoing opinion, which I hereby approve, was
prepared by my Assistant, Mr, Paul MeGhee,

Very truly yours,

PMeG:irk JOHN M. DALTON
© Attorney Gensral



