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STATE PURCHASING AGENT: Th~ S~te Purchasing Agent does not have to ob­
tain iihe approval of' a state department, for 
which)he is by law authorized to make purchases, 
before: he issues purchase orders against the 

· funds iof' such department. 
1 
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February 3, l€J55 

Kon.orat)l• mo.gu c. :t-l,lson 
State ~chasing Agent 
})1v1s1onot .P~eurem.ent 
state Qt :Mts.ai.l~i 
·'tttff.'fjt•~• q;t~.ft M·is;lourl 
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lcyur l"OQtmt reque:st to" an ot:f'J,C1al. o:p!n:l~n l"e~ds l 

"Will you pl$ase· a·lt!.~$9 me in tn&se premises: 

"wnat #noul~ be mr 4ttt tutte toward uy de­
v~tmeut tor which ti a.s state ~~halir1ng 
Q.ge~t, Slll ~uthert • ._.ct brlaw to ntaJ,(• all 
PUf'"Ohases in· exe~e.1l ~t t.itty \iol1ua,. when 
au.ttb. d&pt'l.rtlttent. 1!\,.~t•.t,l( tha. t ·:J: issue .. no 
purchase ordel"s ag'4a:~J,if;lt · tnti# · tu.ntias unless 
approved by $aid ~~1)'~~men:t;· • • 

11 As J. · read th.e l&;Wi ':•h8.t as purehaetng 
agent, I am i)ha~$~d w~.'tih tb~. respon·aihili ty 
to purel:uvJ,i.\1 · qd~~· <u)ttatn rtrstr1Qtions 
1mpos•d on me l)f the p.roe~~!Tfent l'aw, all 
supplies rt1qu.1st~~oned by anr department. 
The..vefore l feel. ~ .• IUUlot p~ope'rly shirk 
Phis duty oF rel.1~q~:$.·sh my puttqbas in.g au ... 
,t,b.or1 ty to any . ~p·~tm.tnt eoming under the 
)U;1;'1sdlot1on of ti~f' ~~p¢urentEmt law. 

":tn taking .this p~sitlon. I am not unmind• 
tul ot the. proprieity .of n17 conferring with 
any de.pat>tment rega.r'c:iing ·any l.'equ1s1\ion 
o:r purchane order. lliy polio¥ has always 
been to cooperate w1th all d•partm.en~s 
within the bounds ot raason. However, if 
l wers to be coraptillled to see&t approval 
of any departo1ent · b.e.t'ore writing a p~­
ch.ase order I see P;O )!Ieason whJ" any other 
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or all departments should not, it they so 
wish~ ask to be inelud•d under the same 
rule, lt' such praetioe.beoame widesp:-ead, ._t seems to me my.positi,.on as state pur• 
chasing agent woul;.d beJ~ome int.olerable and 
the basic purpose ·Of o«uatralized proeure­
lrteri.t woqld . b' ·defeated. 

. . 

·"I th~nit I have al:readY>l>een advised b7 
yo'J.:ll,' o£fiee that our: mailing list :for.use 
in ·ae,ek~~ S€ui1ed ;J>tds trom any vendor is · 
a mechail16itn whio.b.·~f:l ·set up by and ent1r$ly 
under· the ·control ···at· the sta-te purohas1ilg 
agent~. However, this d<J)es not mean that 

• any. in teres ted parson ca~ot suggest names 
to be added to such list, :but same must 
have. my appl:"oval to . be put on the. list 
permanently to reeeive bids.n 

v ' • 

' The only issue ~lilat we s.ee, in the situation outlin:Sd by 
you above is wh~theri in the .CE,ise o.f a department for which 
tou are authori~ed bY law to make all purchases 1n excess of 
$50. 00,. you are reqti.fred to secure the 'approval of the depart-
ment before you issut purchase. orders •gains t the funds of i!'i'Fi~i·'"'''i,f)i~,""~ 
the department.;. . In this regard we dirciot your attention to. 
Section 34.030; RSMo\1949, whiah peads~ 

. ' 

11 The purch~sing agept shall purchase all 
supplies :r9x: all Q.e.partments of the state, 
except as in this 'eh~Pt~r otherwise pro­
vided. '11he p\U'eha~ing agen.t shall nego­
tiate all leases and pu*ch.ase all lands, . 
except for such d~p~.totments as derive 
their power to ac:u{ui~e lands from the 
contribution of the· state;~n 

We firid no other law than the above which is applicable to 
your situation; and we see nothing in this law which would give 
rise to the conclusion that you had to obtain the approval of ~ 
department tor which you are,. authorized by law to make purchases 
before you issue purchase o~ders against the funds of such de• 
partm.ent. ·· 

CONCLUSION 

It is the opinion of thi~ d~partment that the state 
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purchasing agen~ does not have· to. obtain the approval of a 
state ~apartm.e:.ht :ror whic.h: he is by law authorized to make 
purehases before he issues p'U;rcnase orders against the funds 
of suc.h 'department~ · 

The .fprego1ng opinion, which I hereby approve, was pre­
. pared by my .t\.ssb:~tant, . Hugh 'P .• vlilliainson. 

HPWtld.;da 

Very truly yours, 

'Joli.N M • DALTON 
Attorney General 


