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- STATE PURCHASING AGENT: Thq S%éte Purchasing Agent does not have to ob-
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tain the approval of a state department, for
which he is by law authorized to make purchases,
before he issues purchase orders agalnst the
‘funds‘of such department.
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* Februery 3, 1955

Honorable Edgar C. Nelson
State Purchasing Agent
Division of Proourement

State of Missourl
;J@frers@a ﬂiﬁy. %1saaura

'ﬁear sirxl¢r

Your recent regaest far an affisial opinjon readst

“Will y@u 91&&5@ aﬁ#isa me in these premises:

‘ ihat should be my &thituﬁa toward any de~
partment fo» whi 1, as state purchasling
agent, am authoriged by law to make all
purghsses in excess of fifty dollars, when
such department insists that I lssue no-

. parchase orders a 4 thelr runﬁa unless
aypraved by sald di ,,;bmen%.

"4g 1 pead the law, ﬁt as purahasing
agent, I am charged with the responsibility
to purehase, undey ceértaln restrictions
imposed on me by the procurement law, all
supplies requigitioned by eny department.
Therefore I feel ] gannet properly shirk
this duty or rsl fah my purchasing au-
thority to any ds ;ﬁnt coming under the
Jurisdiction of ¥ curement law.

"In taking this. yaaihiaﬁ I am not unmind-
ful of the propriaty of my conferring with
any department regarding any reguisition
or purchase order. My poliey has always
~ bsen to goopérate with all departments

within the bounds of reason. However, 1
1 wers to be compelled to seel approval

of any department before writing a pur-
ehase order I see pe peason why any other
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Honorable Edgar ¢, Nelson

or all depertments should not, 1If they so
wish, ask to be included under the same
Hrule, If such praetice begame wldespread,
i1t seems to me my position as state pur~
chasing agent. would become intolerable and
_the basic purpose ‘of ¢entrellized procure-
ment would be defeated,

© "I think 1 have already been advised by
your office that oup maeilihkg list for use
in seeking sealad*bida from any vendor is
a meehanism which is set up by and entirely

" under the control of' the state purchaaing

agent, However, thls does not mean that

. any interested person e¢annot suggest names
to be added to such list, but same must
have my approval to be put on the list
permanently to reaeive bidse"

" The only issue that‘we sae in the situation outlined by
you above 1s whather. in the ¢ase of a department for which
ou are asuthorized b{ law to make all purchases In excess of
%BO 00, you are required to secure the approval of the depart-
ment before you issu@ purchase orders against the funds of e
the department. In thls regerd we direct your attention to.
Sectlon 34,030, HSMO 19&9. which readsz

"The purehasing agent shall purchase all
supplies for all departments of the state,
except as in this chepter otherwise pro-
vided, The purchaging agent shall nego=
~ tiate all leases and purchase all lands,
except for such dapartmenta as derlve
thelr power to acquipre lands from the
econtribution of the'state," :

We find no other law than the above which is applicable teo
your situation, and we see nothing in this law which would give
rise to the conclusion that you had to obtain the approval of a
department for which you are. authorized by law to make purcheases
before you issue purchase orders agalinst the funds of such de~«
partment. v

CUNCLUSION

It is the opinion of this-dapartment that the state



Honorable Edgar C, Nelson

purchasing agent does not have to obtain the approval of a
state gupartment for which he 1s by law authoriged to make
purchases before he issues purchase orders against the funds
of such department, - S, : .

The foregoing opinlon, which I hereby approve, was pre-
pared by my Assistent, Hugh ¥¢ Willlamson.

iﬂfJVé%y truly yours,

" 'JOHN M, DALTON
Attorney General

HPWildjda
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