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August 15, 1955

o
Honorable W. H, 8. 0'Brien
Proseoubing Atborney
Jefferson County
Hillsboro, Missourd -

Dear &iQI\

7 This 1s in response to your request for opinten dated July
21, 1955, which reads as followst

"The Chairmen of the Board of Trustees
of the Jefferson County Hsalth Department
 has this day specifically requssted that
I submit two questioms %o you for the
purpese of élariﬁxingithazﬁésggnaibiliby
of the Board of Trustees of the Jefferson
Gounty Heéalth Department with respect to
certain provisions of Senube Bill #2086
pessed by the 68th Genersl Assembly and
recently signed by the Governor,

"The'questiens posed are as follows,
tomwitt

"}, Does Senate Bill Ko, 286, passed by
the 68th General Assembly require that

the levy, eateblished by & vote of the
people for the establishment and operation
of a henlth center, be lowersd,

T2, If the answer to the above is yes,
doea the order for a reduction of the levy
emenate from the Board of Prustees of the
Jefferson County Heealth Department or does
it emanate from scme other source,"

; In regard te your questions, Seotion 205,010, R3Mo. 1949, should
first be noted?

-




Hon, Wi He 8y O'Brien

"Any county,; subject to the provisions of
~ the constitution of the state of Missouri,
" may establisbh, maintain, manege and operate
R publ&a»hgalgh‘Qeﬂtér’xﬂfﬁha"tbllawiag N
mennert Whenever the zounty dourt shall be’
presented with a petition signed by at least -
ten per cent or more of the qualified voters
of the countyy as*déﬁarmihe&fkg the number
tos cagt for governor at bthe preoceding
ral election, asking that an ennual tax
. in axoess of ten cénts on each one hunw
d dellars of the sssessed valustion of
sperty in the county, be levied for the
iablistiment, maintenances mansgement and
eration of a ?@aat¥>h¢aigh‘éént§r and the
ainteparicé of the personnel required for
gpération of the health senter, the county
oourt shall submit the question to the qualis
" fied voters of the county at the next general
election to be held in the sounty or et a
special election ealled for the purpvse, the
tounty olerk giving notlee, published once
 ench wéek fof two consecutive weeks prior to
- ‘guch eleption date, in cne or more newspapers
-gaﬁxxﬁﬁaa_ga'ﬁhgfeaanﬁyﬁ;;g;ang~such"ba;puba
1i8hed, end if not so published, by posting
written or printed notices in eash township
of the sounty, fourteen days prior to the
election dabe, which notlices shall include
the text of the petition and stdte the rate
of tax to be levied annually thereafter upon
the essessed property of the county.h

Senate Bill Nos 286 requires as followst

"Whenevey the essessed valuation of resal or
peraconal property within the county has been
inereased by ten per cent or more over the
prior yearts valuation, either by an order
- of the ptate teax commission or by other
action, and guch inerease is made after the
rate of levy hag been determinéd end levied
by‘theﬁeuﬁ%gieaurt,'ci%y couneil, school
board, township board or other bodiss legally
authoriged to meke leviea, and certified to
the county c¢lerk, then such taxing authorities
shall immedistely revise and lower the rates -
‘of 1eVy to tHe extent negessary to proauce
rom all taxeblé property substantially the
same amount of taxes as previously estimabted -
to be produced by the originel levy. # % %"
(Emphasis ours,)
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ﬁanq We Ha Se 0tBrien

Senate Bill Noe 286 further defines "rate of le " to include

"those rates which have been or may be authorized by elections for
additional or special purposes.”

An éleotion to mutheorige the levying of & tax to establish a

county health center is an elsction for a "special purpose.” In
answeyr ﬁ@agéur~first'Qﬁesbian;'ﬁhuag'&t is our opinion that Ssnate
2

Bill Noo

6 does require that the levy be lowered.
sauﬁién;aos.eaa, ???Yiﬂeﬁ'&§ﬂ$¢%19Wﬁ*

S "2. If a two-thirds majority of the votes
~eagt at such election on the proposition so
~gubmitted, shall vote in favor of such btax,
. the county court shall proceed to levy end
eoliect such tex and deposit dame in the
county treasury to the credit of the health
center fund and such fund shall be expended
‘a8 hereinafter provided." B |

Thus, the county court levies the tax after the authorization for
it hes been obtained by a special election, The levy by the
county court is, of course, at the rate set by the voters of the
county., To note Senate Bill No. 286 again, it provides that "gusch
ﬁaxin% euthorities shall immediamtely revise and lower the rates of
levy," The phrase "such texing suthorities" refers to the "bodies
legﬁily puthorized to make levies,” in thie case the eounty court
so suthorized by the spseirl election for the esteblishment of a
county health center, ‘ .

CONCLUSI ON o |
It is, therefore, our opinion that Senate Bill No. 286 requires
the lowering of the levy voted for the establighment and operation

of a county heelth center and that the proper body to lower the
levy is the county court,

o e Yours very truly,

John M, Dalton
Attorney General




