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"7 OSTEOPATHS: An osteopathic physician can ethically and legally
ADVERTISEMENTS: use a sign, by first placing his name and the letters
v - D.0, behind it on one line, and underneath the words
"physician and surgeon", and it is not necessary that
he Include the word osteopathic before the word
physician, '

Ootober 12, 1955

Henorable Max Ollver
Proge¢uting Attorney
Montgomery County

. Montgomery Clty, Misscuri

Dear Sip:

!ﬁﬁr ?a§ﬁeabqur'an opinten reads as followss

"1 am writing aanﬂarnigg‘ﬁha-laggliﬁy
of a sign which advertisvs an ostepw
- pathic doctor and reads as followst

Neme of Osteopath D @Q

Physician and Surgeon

~ "Should said sign read Osteapathic
- physician snd surgeon in addition to
the identification by the slde of the
- neme’ of the doectori®

There ers no provislons In the statutes of Migdsourl pers
ﬁainingﬁtﬂﬁthﬁjla%a;ity or 1llegality of & sigh used by an
ostecpath, nor is there any statute pertelining to signs used
by csteopaths, The only statute found which mey have some
bearing on your question is Beotion 33?@9?6,Vﬁﬁﬁe 1949, perw
taining to the revocation of an osteopathts lleense. §aid
section reads as follows: »

1% shall be the duty of the state board of
- osteopathic examination and reglstration to
- earefully investigate ell charges of ifmmoral
or illegal sction of anyone to whom a ocertifis
cate to practice ozteopathy in this state has
been lmsued, and after due notite of time and
place being set and the sccused given a shande
to snswer charges, and investigation having
- bsen made, and 1t bas been proven beyond a
~_reasconable doubt to at least four mesmbers of
~ " the board that the sccused ls Builty as
charged of unsthical conduet, and it shall




Honerable Max Oliver

be desmed unethical conduect to fall to
- designate himself or herself as an osteopathic
" physician or ostecpathic surgeon or osteopathie
physlclan and surgeon or any gross immorality
“or shielding anyone in any 1llegal practice,
or is pullty of any eriminsl or Iillegal actilon,
or is copvieted of any felony, then saild board.
‘shall revoke or suspend sald certificate,"

Thus, ssid sectione makes it unethical oconduct on the part of
an osteppath if he fails to designate himself as an ostedbpathie
physicien or ocstecpathic surgeon or osteopathic physician and .
surgeon, The question then presents itself whether the use of
the letters D,0, behind an osteopathts nsme and the words physiclian
and surgeon undernesth hls name on a aign 1s Sufficlent to designate
him or her as an osteopathic physielan and surgeon, BSeection
561,290, RSMo 1949, reads as follows:

"No person now or hereafter licensed in this
state to practliece medicine, surgery, dentistry,
optometry, osteopathy, ehiropractie, chirepody,
or veterinary surgery, or any two or more of
such professions, and no, persons specifically
permitted by law to practice the curing, healing
op remedying of ailments, defects or diseases of
- body or mind with or without a licensd, shall
~use the prefix Doetor, or Dr, in connsction with
his name in any letter, business card, advertise=
ment, prescription blank, sign or pubiic listing
or dihpla{ of any nature whatscever, without affixw
ing thereto suitable words or letters clearly
esignating the degree held by such person or the
particular type of practice in which such person
is engaged which designation shall represent the
profession such person is authorized to practice
b{ liésg§a or_privilege under the laws of this
state," _ S .

(Emphasis supplied,)

This statute states that sultable letters clearly designating
the degree held by an osteopath shall represent the profession
sueh person ls authorized to practice by a license or privilege
of the laws of this state., Thus, this statute seems to mean that
the letters D.0. behind a person's name would designate such person
as a doctor of osteopathy, or an osteopath, and coupling therewith
the words physician and surgeon in e sign, either after or under
such name, would designate such person as an osteopathic physician
and surgeon, Thus an osteopath can e&hically and legally usea sign by
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heving his neme and the letters D.C. appear on the first line
thereof and the words physiclan snd surgeon below such and 1t is
not necessary that the name, the letters, and the words osteopathle
physieisn and surgecn be used on such sign.

- CONCLUSTON

‘An osteopathie physiclsen can ethically and legally use a
sign, by first pldcing his name and the letters D.0, behind it .
on one line and undernesth the words "physieian and surgeon” and
1t is not necessaery that he include the word osteopathic before
the word physician. ‘ - ' -

‘The foregoing opinion, which I hereby approve, was prepared
by my assiatant ¥ H&r‘ﬂla Lq valmaﬁl"f '

Yours very truly,

JOHN M. DALTON
Attorney Genersl
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