. CIVIL DEFENSE: ‘" official of political subdivisions

POLITICAL SUBDLVISIONS: authorized to sign project applications
A R , for federal contributions to Civil

: Defense Program ls chief executive
v , officer of political subdivision and
E:E) - not local civil defense director.

|
i

¥

. January 7, 1955

My Marvin W. Smith :
Director, Civil Defenas Agenoy

~ Jeffevson Bullding
 Jetferson Oty Nissourt

. Dear Mr, Smithe

This L6 in response bo your request for an epinion dated

Degenbexr 22, 1954, which reads as followat

"pupsuant to our generel discussion with
- your aesistant, Jobn W, Inglish, regerdw
Ang the question as to who la sligible
and gualified to sign for the looal
polstical & ion s project spplication
ng participat |
grem( FCDA Pad,

o

- Tosm 233, regie on in the
- Matehing Funds DA Pederal
. M25-1 Revided October

Contributions Menval M25-1 R |
195)) for certain civil defense materials,

facilities and equipment. '

M4 dreft copy of Mo. DA Circular 55,54 cover-
ing the appointment of Oivil Defense Director,
represents the logical procedurs we would
‘Jike to follow es it would lend itself %o an
effective Civil Defense orgenization,”

. In your request you refer to a propesed Mo, CDA Civeular
5545l by which it is proposed to require thet project applica~
tions for metching funds from the federal government be signed
on behalf of the politieal subdivision by the local civil

~ defense direobor. Your perticuler questlon 1ls as to whether
" this 48 proper, and if not, who the proper officiel is thet

should sign the project application,’

. We have axemined the »'pm:@on epplicetion forms and the
Federal Contributions Menuel M25+1, Revised October, 195k.



Mr, Marvin W, Smith

Throughout the instructions centained on the project application
forms snd the Contributions Manusl wherever the sgignature of an
official of the politicel subdivision is required the official

is referred to merely as the "authorized official™ of the political
subdivision, We must, therefore, turn to the Missowri statutes on
the suhject to see who that authcrized offioial ise

Seutien uh.QTO, RSMo, Cum, Supp. 1953, the saation dealing
with contributions of federal aid %o pelitical aubdivisions for
. Civil Defense purposes, reads as rallawat ‘

"Whenever the federal chernmnnt or ufficer
or agency thereof shall offer to the state,

or through the state to any politicel subdi~
vision thereof, servicea, equipment, supplies,
materials or funds by way of %ift, grant or
loan, for the purpose of civil defense, the
state acting through the governor, or the
political subdivision, aecting with the consent
of the governor and through its executive
officer, may accept such offer asnd upon ac-
ceptence the governor or executive officer

of the political subdlivision may authorize
any officer of the state or of the political
subdivision, as the case may be, to receive
such services, equipment, supplies, materials
or funds on behalf of the state or the poli=-
ti;al Subdivision subjeet to the terms of the
offer,

It is to be noted in the sbove section that the political
subdivision through its "executive officer" may sccept the
offer of the federal government to contribute services, equip=
ment, supplies, etc.

Section ll1,010, Subsection (u). RSMo, Cum. Supp. 1953, reads
es follows!$

"(l) 'Executive officer of any political
subdiviasion' means the county court or
county supervisor of counties and the
mayor or other manager of the executive
affairs of any city, toun, village or
fire district;"

Therefore, 1t is our conclusion that the officisl suthorized
to sign project applications for federal contributions on behalf



of political subdivision, is the chiefl executive officer of the
political subdivision, ¥or exemple, in a clty under the mayore
council form of govermment it would be the mayor, in a city

_ undey the city-mansgey form of government, it would be the

¢ity menager, ete, There is no authority for requiring project

- applications to be signed by 1aaal'directev9‘9f~civilinefense.

- Consequently, proposed Mo, CDA Ciroular No. 55.5l should not issue,

~ coWouusoN
" It is the opinion of this offlce that the official authorized
~to sign'pxa;gﬁb‘applicatiaﬁs*far‘redaral contributions in the
- Civil Befensé[Pregram en5behalf“Qf'pdlitiaal”subdiviﬂions is the
chief executive officer of the pollitical subdivision, and not
the local director of civil defense, o
| The foregeing opinion, which I hereby approve, was prepared
by my Assistant, Mr. John W. Inglish.
Yours very truly,
JOHN M. DALTON
Attorney General
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