COMMITTEEMAN : - A township committeeman or commltteewoman

COMMI TTEEWOMAN ¢ who accepts an award of money for inducing
VOTERS: any other person or persons to vote in any
REWARDS: election is guilty of a misdemeanor and can

be punished by imprisonment in the county
jail for not less than one month nor more
than one year, and the accepting of such
an award for doing such acts is illegal.

October 2l, 1955

Honoraeble Gordon S, Summers
Representative, Crawford Gounty
Bourbon, Missouri ;

Dear 3ir:
Your request for an opinion veads as follows:

"I am enelosing a copy of the Jutober 6

1955 edition of the Crawford iivror whiéh
eoritaine g story of an award of one hundred
dollars presented to the Hepublicen Committee-
man and Commltteewoman for gethting out the
greatest percentage of voters in their town-
ship during the General Election, 195L.

"Is this legal? Rumor also hes it that the
Republicans In Crawford County are going to
glve other awards for getting oub the voteas
in the coming election. ' : :

"I would like to know if there is a violation
of law relative to the ebove,

"Trusting that everything is going well with
you end your stsaff, I remain, % #"
The first paragraph of the newspsper accou his '
atatos o8 Poilone: paper account of this reward

"Previous to the elsctlion in Novewmber of
1954, Mr, A, D, Welsh offered a prize of
$100.00 to the committeeman and committee-
woman who would get to the polls the greatest
percentage of voters ln thelr respective
township." .
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Section 120,750 through BSection 120,840, have to do with
party committees, committeemen and commitheewomen of the state
and the politicel subdivisions thereof, There is nowhere therein
any provision that a township committeeman or committeewoman cane
not legally accept an gward for getting out the most voters in
their township in the counbty, but paragraph two of Bection 129,020,
R8Mo 1949, reads as followa!

"Tfhe following persons shall also be
deemed gullby of bribery at electlons,
and shall be punished accordingly:

"(2) Every person who shall, after any
election, directly or indirectly, by
himself, or by any othe r person on hls
behalf, receive any money or valusbls
consideration on account of any person
having veted or refrained from voting,
or having induced any other psrson to
vote or refrain from veting at any elec-
tion; and any person so offending shall
be guilty of & misdemeancr, and shall be
punished by ilmprisomment in the county
jail not less than one month and not
rmore than one year," _

Thus, this sectlon states that any person, whether a town-
ship committeeman or committeewoman, or private person, who re-
celves any money on account of having induced any other person
to vote shall be gullty of a misdemeanor and shnall be punished
by imprisonment in the county jail net less than one month nor
more than one year, Under the facts presented by you and by the
newspaper aceount of this award, 1f the Osage Townshlip committes-
man and committeewoman have induced other persons to vete in order
to win this award eand having accepted the award for so doing, then
they would be gullty of vlolating this secticu apd thus 1t is :
11legal for a comnitteeman or committeewoman to accept the award
for having induced other persons to vote at any election.

GGNCLUSION 

A townshlp commitbeeman or committeewnman, who aeccepts an
award of money for inducing any other person or psrsons to vote
in any election is guilty of a misdemeanor and can be punished
by imprisonment in the county jell for net less than cne month
nor more than one year, and the accepting of such an award for
doing such acts 1s illsgal.
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The foregolng opinion, which I hereby approve, was prepared
by my assistant, Harold L, Velkmer,

Yours very truly,

John M. Dalton
Attorney General
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