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:_ .. ·; OOUNT¥ · HEAIJTH CENTER: 
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~.. • .... II(: _. 

: 1} Senate Bill No. 286 requires 'a re-duction 
: in the rate of levy for county health 
: center purposes and such rate is to be 
: reduced by the county cour~ ~) Only 
: public schools and librarie.a .are 

.. TAXATIO·N: 
LEVIES: 

: specifically given exception from the 
: operation of Senate Bill No. 286, in 
: regard to participation in state funds. 
: 3) In years when Senate Bill No. 286 i 
: is not applicable, the originally ) 
: authorized rate goes again into effecV. 
o••o••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••(~ 
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IJ¢norable Janiea A • Vteltrey 
Pi'Onoutinc *ttomey 
~mlacot: 00¢1tt · · . 
C:aruthersv1U_., M1sso\U't 

Pe.a.zt Mr. vs.o~' . 
Tb:ta departm<n:tt ·is 1n r&oelpt of. tolll'. request for 

a legal opinion• wb1ch request reade as follows: 

"'rhe Tr'lstua of tb.e Pemis(}()t Oountr Real tb. 
O.anter together with our county b.ealth of• 
ttoer b.av•· t-equeste.d me to tnqu1.re as to 
yocur opbli..o.n concerning. the pra.ct14a1 ef·• 
teet the· enacttnen\ of tit'lnate Btll lfo:. 286 
wtll have on. eoun~r b.tH~ltb. oente."• nov c.ol• 
lec1i1ns. tho one m.Ul.. tu e.utb.orteed bJ the 
votere p\W:8U$.ll.t to &Htlon !Of •. 010 R .S • · 
Mo,. 19'49., A CllOpJ of Senat• &111 1<>. 286 
an4 seilt1on. aoS.OlO are attached b.ereto. 
Att&nt·ton 1s also S.nv!ted t:o a copy ot tht.t 
letter of M.r. J. H&x tT$lnes, Admin1stre.tor 
of the D1v1.e1on ot Health. attached hereto 
wh14h tu~ta out the policy under Wh1oh county 
health centers receive state aid. 

nwe are concerned. over whether or not the 
fienate .. BUl referred to require_$ a reduo~ 
tion .in tho on• ml:tl te.X. rate voted 1n by 
the .peo.ple U1lder seot1pn 20·$.0).01 end 1!' so, 
to what .extent •-~ .The Senate Bill .. provides 
in part tb.a t ' •• • ·Where the ta.leing author1 ty 
!s a school d1atr1ot t.t shall only be re• 
qu1red·b.ereby to rev1-se and lower the rates 
ot levy to the ext·ent necessary to produo• 
.from all taxable property substantially the 
eeme amoWlt of ta:it$S a$ previously estimated 
to be produced by the original levy, plus such 
additional amounts as may be nacess~ approxi­
mately to offset said district• a re~tion In 
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Honorable James A. VlokreyJ 

tb.e a: ortio t or state .se · o :m ne 
w o a ncrea.s v u.t otl.. n• 

a. ove un er. · por · on o · .· ·e Act 4oet 
not e.lao app1f to heal. th 'eAttr# (ass~~ 
tns a reduotion 111 tax rate a.utnorlitit4 . 
bJ S8$t1on 20$.010 1fJ t-e:qU1:re4), the ef• 
teot will 'be a substantial r•4uet1<Ul et 

· tunda .avaUa.b'l.:e to baaltb. ··cente:ra, $1nce 
the tnereast bt' assessed valuation als.o 
reduces the amount ot atate aid availa.blt'IJ 
tt') countr hef11th. oentex-s. w• further wonder 
tt we are oort-eet 1n our un4.erstanding that 
(:regal*41es• ot the et1'eet.on reYenue tor 
lb.. e eur .. rent. Je&;)':) 111 s'ubseq,uen .. t years .tho 
S:ena te Sill WiU have no tt'tect on tne one 
mll.l'ta% l1at•· ...... that we ean·eonttnue· to,. 
'Or gooback to, eo11ect1ng tt; becau.se, tt 
seema there are two eondittona preoed.•nt 
to brtnstns tb.e·senate Bill m operation 
tor any Tliua:~, t.e. . (l) ttfhel'i.ever the 
e.sacuuJe4Lvaluation •• b.aa been increased 
by tum pe~-. o•at ol" m4l)re· over th.e prior 
1•a:rrt s vel u.e.t1on• ei thex- bJ' o~es- e,t · the 
st.._t«t tax o<nnmttselon o-r b7 other action,. 
and (a) such tn¢ .. rease .$t mad• ... J§t.•£. the 
rate of l$\7" has bee~ 4eterm1n• ·.and. · 
levied bf ·the oou.ntr ooUPt, eto.' 
"'rhe:retore; yoU!' opinion is respectfu.llf 
requested o11 the following epec!t1.c qttes .. 
ttonst 

nl., In a county wb.ere, pUX'suant to sec­
tions 20.$.010 and·aos.oao, Revised sta.tutes 
ot MissoUl':l.t 1949; an annual tax in the 
amount ot ten oenttJ on eaoh one hundred 
dollars of the assessed valu.ation ot prop­
erty· has been duly levied for_ the establish .. 
ment, maintenance, management and. operation 
of a county ~ee.l th center, and 1n which 
co\mt7 the·· as$essed valtiation of propert7 
has been 'subsequently inel'eased in excess 
ot ten per Cent ot the p~!ot- yC.art $ Valuation 
by tne·state·tax comm1ss1on, do~s-Senate 
Bill No.· 286, $naeted bf the 68th. Gene:r$1 
Assembly'· require or authorize a :r:-edu.ot1on · 
!n said rate or levy for county health pur• 
p0$&S? 
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"a. It the question above stat~fl S.a to b~ 
answered in the .af'f'$.ma.t11fe, tta..n to wb,at 
extent must the r$.te et le'Vf be . ):'educed?•­
( to the extent necessa17 to produtl sub .. 
atantiall)" the stillne aznou.nt ot taxea as pre­
viously estimated to be p;rodueed bJ the · 
or1s1nal leV)' or to such extent plua such 
adcll1t1onal 8ll'1ou,q.ts a$ :mar be necessary ap­
prosim.atel.f to ot.ra•t the tJ.•al th cGntex-1 a 
~·4~t1on tn th• a.pport1on11'1Emt ot State­
D1v1a1on ot leal th mo:tUJf d.U.e to increased 
valuatton?l 

".3~ Wb.ab ef'teot, tr an,-. will s,na.te Bill 
ll.o• !8' have on the collection of the fUll 
one mill tax !n su.baeq_uent years, it there 
is no fu.rtb:ox- 1no:rease ln th• assessed. 
'Valuation of' propertr by lthe state tax 
commission e>r by other aot1onft 

"Wh11e the true legislative intent does 
not appear to b•- expressed in the Senate 
6111 referred to, the wordlng of. it; has 
caused serious s.l.aX'Dl 1n this county as to 
whether or not the Act will be eonstrued 
tn a manner that will van seriouslr hamper 

. a health eenter that is only now barely 
4!X1S.t1ng Je't·rendering an indispensable 
public servtoe." · 

1) The attached opinion writt,n to the Honorable 

~-,·~·d .. , .. 

w .,H. s ,o'Brien_, Prose.eu.ting Attorney, lefferson County on 
A,ugust ll5, 19$$, enswevs your first question. In short, 
Senate Bill No. 286 does require a reduction in the rate 
of levy for county health center purposes and suoh rate is 
to be. reduced by the countr court. 

2) The law clearlr stipulates that the rate ot levy 
will be l~wered "to the extent neeessary to produce trem 
all taxable propert7 substantially the s~e ~nount of taxe$ 
as previa tUlly e~:~tim.ated to be produced by the original levy. n 
The only exceptions are public schools and libraries whose 
levies are not to be "r&duaed, belc"' a point that would en­
title them to particf.pate 1n state funds.'' 

3) You ask next: I.f there 1s no f'Ul'ther increase in 
th$ assessed valuation 1n subsequent years, may the leVJ 
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return. to the ol'1gl>lal rate set 1n th• oountr heal tb. 
center e~ectton.- When Senate Bill No. 286 1s not ap­
plte_·_a.ble, the_ ortglnally a.utb.orlsed. rate mp.st again 
come into· or>eratl.o!l. 

J:t ta the opln1on of this department thatt 

1) Senate Bill N'o. 286 requires a r-eduction tn 
th& ra.te ot: ·levy tor coun-tr health center purposes and 
such rate is to be redue•d by the eount}r OotWt. 

2) Only publU sohool..s and librar1«.aJ are speo1t1-
eally given an exception from the operation ot Senate · 
B1ll N~. 286 in regard to particLpatton in state tunds. 

. , 

·· ... "'-.\ 3) Ift any yeu $&riate· Bill No• 286 is not applieable 
to a pa:tlt:f.Otilar COunt}' the· rat$ set bf the. Voters C011188 
again into f4'peration. 

WLaB:irk 

Yours VeFJ truly, 

JOHN M:. DALTON 
Attorney General 
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