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MOTOR VEHICIES: A person under twenty-one years of age operating a school
HIGHWAY PATROL: bus transporting ten or less pupils is required to have
SCHOOL BUS: . g chauffeur's license unless said school bus is owned by

Uo Sey State of Missourl, Municipality or politic#%-Sub~
division of the State, which includes school district, in such case the
operator need only have an operatort!s licenseo If sald school bus trans-
ports more than ten pupils regardless of ownership, if the operator is
under 21 years of age, he is required to have a chauffeur's license. A
person 18 years of age duly licensed as a chauffeur may operate a school
bus regardless of the number of pupils carried.

‘@ctober 10, 1955

Colonsl Hugh H, Waggoner
Superintendent

Migsouri 8taete Highwey FPatrol
Jaffersen Gi.f,y, msaeuri

Baar Gclaml Waggemr-

: Thia wﬂl a@knwledge reaeipt of your raquast for an epinion
whioh readn

"We have smral queatiens regarding Santion
302,051 as re-enacted by Senate Bill No. 853
Section 302,070 as re~snacted by Senate Bill
No, 2513 and the definition of "chauffeur"
in Section 302,010 as re-enacted by Senate
Bill No. 251 which bills were passed by the
68th General Assenbly and which become ef-
fective August 29, 3.955. The questions are
as follows:

(1) 1Is & person, under the age of
21 years, required to have a chauf-
four's license if operating a school
bus transporting less than 10 puplls?
'If the bus transports more than 10
pupile?

(2) Mzy & person who is 18 years of
age and properly licensed as a chauf=~
-feur cperate s school bus regardless
of the number of pupils transported?

It is reapsctfully requested that you furnish
us with an official opinion to the questions
listed sbove."



Colonel Hugh Ko Baggmr

Senate w.l 251 and Senate Bi11 85 referred to hsrainabow both
were truly agreed to and finally passed by the 68th Genersl Assembly
of ths State of Missouri, Neither bil) carried an émergency clause,
tbnr&fom, both became effective on August 29, 1955.

Senate Bill 251, mpualod sms.on 302,070, RSMo 1983 Oum, Supp.,
anhg ge-e::hd in lien thereof a new section known by the same rmmbar
which readss

"No person who 13 nndar the age of twenty~
one years shall drive any motor vehicle while
" in use @ a‘ séhool bus or public or commen
U earrder of persons or property wnt4l he has
“o' vvsen 1ieensed a5 & chauffeur, exvept thet
ot defverg ‘of timeke of less than one ton
oo oo mamfasturerts rated capasity may be ucensed
:'~=‘fﬁfas a eh&uffeur 1: at least eight.aen ara et
seatian 36& .G?B nsno. 1953 &m. Supp o contaimd an cmeyhion
thenin not found in Section 302,070, Senate Bill 251, relative to
drivers of #ohool busses, and provided that if not more than 10
pupils ware r&ding in the bna than the age at thﬁ driver shall be
not haa than ya?m 4

Under Senate B11 85, seamn 302.051, nsxe 1953, Cune Supp.. was
repealed and a new gsction known by the sams mumber was enaoted in
lieu ’atwraaf and reads":‘ . ) .

"Axw peradn holding a valid aperabor's 1$.cense
shall not!be required to procure a chauffeur's
‘ldcense for the operstion for official use of anmy
‘motor vehicle owned by the United States, the
- gtate of msaouri, or by any munieipality or
’ pelitieal gubdivision of this state, except
- that any gersen opérating a school bus carrying
- more thaniten pupils, shall be required to pro-
- ‘cure a ehﬁnrfaur's ls.cense. _

The foregoing atatu‘he makes an exeep'bion that was not containad
in the former statute repedled, ralative to operators of school
busses, and that is that any person operating a school bus ecarrying
;nom than 10 pupils ahall ‘not be requlred to procure a chanffeur'a

icense. :




Colonel Hugh K;Waggener

A primary rule ror eamtmtion of etaimm 13 to ascertain
the lawmsker's intent from the words used, if possible, and give
the language thereof, honestly and faithfully, its plain rational
meaning and promote its objects, State ex rel. «Yack Frost Abbotoirs
Ins, Ve summh, 27h 8., (24) 588,

Whﬂa there ‘is epparently some confliet in the foregoing utatutes,
we believe that these two statutes can be aamhmed $ogather so as to
gtve msaning o all preﬂsim thereof,

. Tt has been hald by the appélh‘ba courts of this state that a
school. district is a political subdivision of the state, In ex, inf,
ve Whit'ole 63 B, (2&) 100 160 1&, the court saidr | | |

*Roapendent mxb cantends that & aehe»l diatrict.
48 not @ political subdivision of the State. The
autheritias are to the aonbrary. i

, Seotian 300,051, Senste B41L 85: supre, is in the nature of &
special statute as it applies to person only operating motor vehicle
owned by the United States, State of Missouri, and by any municipality
or political subdiviston of the state and Section 302,070, Senate Biil
281, supra, is in the nature of & general statute épplicable to opera-
tion of 31 motor vehicles used a2 school lmases or publie or common
carriers,

'memfore, applying another well established rule of statutory
sonstruetio ni that where two statutes are passed at the same session
of the legislature, taking effect at the same time and relating to
the same subject matter, one dealing with the subjeot in gensral
in comprehensive terms and another dealing with the part of the
same subject in a more minute and definite way, the two should be
read together and harmonized, with a view of giving effeot to a
consistent legislative policy, but to the extent of any necessary
repugnaney between them, the special statute will preveil over the
general statute, (State eéx. yel. Moiner v, Orawford, 262 8.W. (2d)
“31:1. 303 Mo, 652 and Dalton v, Fabiug River Drainage Dist. 219

8. (2d) 289, State v, HarriS, 67 B (Ed} 1@6' 33? Mo, 1@2 ),
we believa 1t was the legislative intent in enacting the foregoing
statutes under Senate Bill 285 end 271 respectivéiy, that duly
1icensed operators of motor vehicles owned by the United States, the
8tate of Missouri,; or by any munidipality or political subdivision
of the state, which includas sechool districts, carrying ten .or less




| Colonel Hugh H. Waggoner

pupils are not required to obtain a chauffeur's license prior to
operating said motor vehicles, Furthermore, that any person under
21 operating school busses carrying more than ten pupils are re-
quired to be licensed as a chauffeur.

cgumsmn ,

.. It 48 the opinion of this department that a person under the .
age of 21 years is required to have a chauffeurts license if operating
a school bus transporting ten or less pupils, unless said sehool bue
is owned by the United Btates, SBtate of Missouri, munieipality o
political subdivision of the state, which includes a school district,
in such oase the operator of such school bus need only have an :
operatoris license, If said school bus transports more than ten pupils
. regardless of ownership, the opsrator being under 1 years of age is
required :to have acthauffeur's license,. Mhermara, it is the
opinion of this department that a person 18 yeara of sge and duly -
licensed as a chauffeur, msy operate a aehool bus regardless of ths
number of pupils transported. K .

The foregoing cpinion, whidh T hereby approve, was prepared
by my- assis'eant, Mr, Aubrey R. Hammtt, Jr.

!ours very tmly,

John M, Dalton
Attorney General

ARHibitdld



