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COUNTY WEEFARE OFFYCH: 'Sectlon 207+ 060, RSHo 19&9 autho%flze»g the county
'COUNTY COURTS: , court to exercise its discretion as to whether
’ _ , : or not county funds, services or quarters shall

Lo : ~ be contributed for support and maintenance of
S B county welfare office; as well as amount and

frequency of funds contributed. Fund contributions shall be paid to

State Collector of Revenue and not to personnel of county welfare offlce.
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Honorable Melvin E, Griffin

must the court lssue a separate warrant for each item ashown on
the statement to the local welfare office, You algo inguire 1if
the holding of said oplnion on county hospitals would be appli-
cable to your present *nquiries. '

At the outset we wish bo advise you that said epinion and
the conelusion reached therein has no application to and does
not enswer the present inguiry, This is true for the reason that
there are separate and dlastinet statutes on county hospitals, and
the State Divislon of Welfare, and parbicularly county welfare
offices, The statutes on county hospitals have no regatlon to
the operaticn of county welfare offices, hence the above men=
tioned apinien.may be disregarded, insafar a8 your inquiry is
aenearne&.

In an epinien of this department rendereé to Honorable
Edwin F; Brady, Prosecuting Attorney of Benton County, Missouri,
on SBeptember lé 1961, it was held that a county court has no
obllgation to Iurnlsh quarters or give support in any way to a
csounty welfare offlce, but the court may, wlithin its dlscretion,
contribute funds, services, or quarters toward the support and
maintenance of the local welfare office, A copy of that opinion
is encleosed for your consideration,

Bection 207.060, RSMo 1949, is in regard to the duties of
the State Director of the Division of Welfare establishing a
welfare office in each county of the State, and, permits political
subdivisions of the State to conbtribute moneys, services, or
guarters for the support and maintensnce of county welfare
offlcaes, ©8ald section reads as follows:

"The direetor of welfare shall establish a
county office in every county; which shall
be in the charge of a county welfare direc=-
tor who shall have been a resident of the
state of Missouri for a period of at least
five years and whose salary shall be paid
from funds appropriated for the division of
welfare,

"2, For the purpose of establishing and maine
taining county offlces, or carrying out any of
the duties of the division of welfeare, the
director of welfare may enter into agreements
with any political subdivislon of this state,
and as a part of such agreement, may accept
moneys, sarvices, or quarters as a contribution
toward the support and maintenance of such
county offices, Any funds so recelved shall be
payable to the state collector of revenue and
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Honoreble Melvin H, Griffin
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”"%h&a atatute makes 1t the,énty of the state
dlrectoy of welfare to establish ind malne
tain an"'rfiee in évery county in the state, .
and he is authorized to t fundsy servides,
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thsaetian 2, seetion 20?.069 supra, dves not provide that
the eounty welfare office shall first flle a written request
esch month or at any other perlod of time, with the esounty court,
and that the court #hall make contributions for the support of
sald office only after such request has been filed, It is be~
lieved that the court would be authorized te make a eontribution
for the aupport of the welfare office regardless of whéether or
not an itemized gtatement of its monthly expenses and a request
that the caurﬁ should order same paid were ever filed.

- Said subaeetian 2; Section 207 069 supra, apeeifically pro=
vides; that for the purposes of establishing and malnbaining a
local welfare office, the State Dirsctor of the Division of Wele

fare may enter into an apreement with any pollitical subdivisien
of the B8tate, whereby the latter may ‘contribute moneys; services,
or quarters toward the support of sald loeal welfars office. Hows
ever; if bthe political subdivision centributes funds for such
purpose they shall be paid to the State Colleetor of Revenue, de-
posited in the proper speclal account inm the 8tate treasury, and
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Honorable’ﬂélviq E, Griffin

shall become a part of Stabe funds apnrepriated for the use of
the Divislion of. welfare.; ' S :

, - In view—ef ‘the faragoing, 1t ia ‘our thougmt that a caunﬁy
court ts unauthorized %o issue a county warrant payable teo the
county welfare office to;cover the tobtal amount shown on an :
{1temized stabement of the monthly expenses of the office. The
court would alsec be unguthorized to issue a warrant to the lovcal
welfare office f@r each item of . expanse shown on . aaid itsmized ‘
statemamt. . o e N :

Iﬁ is our further tneugnt that in ths event the aaunty o
caurt demires to conbtribute county funds for the benefit of the
loaal, wel fare officey it 1is authorized to do mo by the atatute
quoted gbave, and that the smount of eontribution or aontributians.
and the frequeéncy of msaking sameé ig within the diperetion of the '
county eourt, In meking ell such money -contribitions the court
shall pay same to the 3tate Collector of Revenus and not o per=
sonnellof the ceunty walfare offics." .

GQWCLH&ION

. It is thersfara the opinion af th 8 office that the pro-
visions of Section 207.060 RSMo 1949, authorizes the county court
to exerclse 1ts discretion as to whether or not county funds,
services, or quarters, shall be conbtributed toward the support
and maintenance of the county welfare office, as well as the
amount and frequency of any econtributions to be made, Contribue
tions of county funds for this purpose shell be paid to the
State Collector of Revenue and not to personnel of the county
welfare office,

The feregoing opinion, whlch I hereby approve, was prepared
by my assistant, Paul ¥. Chitwood.

Yours very truly,

JOHN M. DALTON
Attorney General
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