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COUNTY WELFARE OFFICE: Section 207 ~060, · RS:Mo 1.9.49 autho~lize·s the county ' 
~-COUNTY. COURTS: court· to exercise its discretion as to whether 

or not county funds, services or quarters shall 
be contributed for support and maintenance of 

'\ county welfare offic~; as well as amount and 
frequehcy of funds contributed. Fund contributions shall be paid to 
State Collector of Revenue and not to personnel of county welfare office. 

FILED April 5, 1956 
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_._.: __ ~-·-·::r_._:.:~_ !!_:_ ,::.~ 
· od; tio···W.~- w. ldio, t''A~~·c~:~eld -that tt na· · .·. -~tr=:,t::J•::.;.,·~·:~£\r.e:~=t!t' a .··.· •.. 

bfliu-d. tr ' ·trustee a.:":· :r < . :a::-lJ#ke t• · lOiew tt _ · 
· ·-t~•-·!?~d t~.l•··a,;ply .... :~~ti We~,ae0,f1eea. 
, .. ~~~; ~~-~~~~~ on--tliil~ .w ·\'t:~ :llPP11'-flctat~t4 ... 
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.· _ · _ ·In·· th.~'·· ··~~::p-..graph (Jt{:: f,·~~;:·:~~~te~ . r:et.reno~ • tfr -~~•. ~~ 
an ep~t~n.·o;f.t:~~-~·:i~pa~t!tt~~.;i\i!J~f*•(\,.·~-"· ~~· llon•~-~ble·»&JPt.;;\1~-­
Waldof: P~Qj!J~tl,lp.l·-~ttopt>.$J ;of .• ;·M~-~:;_JJrnmty on. !ugustt .9•: :\.9.S$H 
ln aai<l··opint,(lm_ .~~ ·w~• e¢nQ;\~t# :-,~~~tt ~•1 th.er a. , ce~ty 1\lQ&;Pt·t-.l.. c . 

sup$rintendt:4t' n~#. a hoepita;l.lJ.C,~~:;·.~t t:~t,.ee mat- .~,~it1if1 f. · :tt,st · 
.ot 11\on'tih.ly l'l~.fi)?~~-~ -~~111J.~~ t'O .t~;·I:~~~~~J:· :et~Ul"b~ ·. ~d t:}i~ trouvt · .·· 
J.•t·W!l • m.ontlilJ: ··.-.,•~•t .. tQ •Pat. ·~b,+.~.·~-~·~~U;>~~- expen.:e,.e•. · · · 

As •• ~d~~;~~nd Jt~ 1~\ar.::~J~ •. ~~t··~nqu!ry iiJ •• t~er t>_t> ~o.ts .. 
. · 'bb,$_ (tf>untY w~lt~~ cff~¢tt a~l).:~.~~~;~ ,.a ,_<>~thly iti~tet{ ·$t.~l!t;tm.~ttt­
tQ th• oountr ·eo~t, ~nd the ·4q~" .,~ll! 1$SUtl 1te; •:rr-.nt tio ·tne . 
l()olll welt'ar• ot.fice t$ eove:-r iall· .-i;1W.tm!l .. shown on . til\$ statement,· O¥' 



Honorable Melvin E. Grittiil 

must the eou.rt issue a separate warrant tor each item shown on 
the statement to the local welfare ott1ce, You also inquire it 
thb holding of tai-d opinion on county hospitals would be appli..; 
cable to your present inquiries, · 

At the outaet we wish to advise you that said opinion and 
the coriol:uaion reached th&l•ein ha:S no application to and does 
not an1rwer the present inquiry, This is true for the reason ths.t 
ther'e ar:Q separate and distinct suatU:te~ on county hospitals, and 
the State Divis. ion of Welfare, and. pa.rt.ioularly c.ounty welfare 
otfieea., The statutes on county hospitals have no relation to 
the operation of county W$lfare offices. bi&nc$ the above men~ 
tione.d opinion may. be disregarded·;, ilisot.ar as your inquiry is. 
oono•~.d. 

In an opinion of this department rendered to Honorable 
Edwin F'j Bradr1 ·Pros&euting Attorney of Benton County• Missouri, 
on September lti 1 1951, it was held that a county court has no 
obligation to fUrnish quartera or give supp()rt in any way to a 
county welf'are office, but the ooul"t :may, w1 thin its discretion, 
oontl"ibu.tf> funds, services, or quarters toward the su.pport $11d 
maintenance of the local welfare of.t'iee. A copy of the.t opinion 
is eneloaed for your consideration. 

Section 207 .o601 RSMo 194-9, is in regard to the duties of 
the State Director of the D1vts1on of ·welfare establishing a 
welfare of'flee in each c()unty of the State, and, permits political 
subdivisions of.the State to contribute moneys, services, or 
quarterS. f'or the support and maintenance of county welfare 
offices. Said seetion reads as follows: 

"The director or welfare shall establish a 
county office in E)_vecy county, whieh shall 
be in the oha.rge or a county welf'tu•e diree .. 
tor who shall have been a resident of the 
state of Missouri for a period of at least 
five years and whose salary shall be paid 
from runda appropriated for the division of' 
welfare. 
11 2. For the purpose of establishing a..'"l.d main• 
taining county offices. or carrying out any of 
the dutiea of the division of welfare, the 
director of.' welfare may enter into agreements 
w:lth any political subdivision of this state,. 
and as a part of such agreement, may accept 
moneys, services, or quarters as a contribution 
toward the support and maintenance of such 
cotmty offices • Any funds so received shall be 
payable to the state collector of revenue and 
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·· d.P.Q81 ~-j{ t~ 'blle. prGpe:r $p&o1al account in 
th.tt stato · t:r~uLsury.; and P:fit>omtr tU'ld be a pa~t 
l)f 'ta,tc,t' fwlda ~:PPl:"e>pr1a.t'e4 tor· thft u.a.e ot 
tl.\e . 41v1~d.on ot we:tr are ... ' 

. ''·3., .. Otb;··r •liP19'Ye·es in ;the county .e:trlcea, 
.. &hall ~~' ·emplorid w1 th d.u~'~-~~sam tQ the ·~:Pu• 
lation. «· the ooun'\)y1 e~iJtll'Jji: oond~t1on• -~ 
:Purp~se ·.·,·o . be acoomp11&ilied1:. ~~d .sna).l. 1)!& PfHJ 1·~ 
a•nts ot the county wner'~. q~~l1tie4 un~•f' tho 
raegulat~(lhl qt tt\e d1V1)S.iGlti and s]l).a.J.l b~ )i)$.1'4 . 

· as '6lrt,l: <J\thor emp;,o)'ees' of<'.~hf!l·dtvl•ion of wet~ 
f~~ilJ (; . . ·. _: /z '. , ·: . · 

· ~Me· ~it·<:tto~~:·\fa• quot4d 1n t-~1it~a:~:t: a~ov& tnent1-.ed. op~niQrJ.; 
&nd tbe following' .~QllUUOltte Wor.$ iaaAJ\ ··1n· ~gard to ·S$111$ wll:t.eh w• 
believe,. to ~· pa·~inent to <!llil" dia4U..&ioni · 

. ''!l!b."~· st•t~tt· ~'& it t~e".d~ty ot tha state 
dit!e~t,o·rc. ot .weltue to ••.t·;:dl'~1sh l~Uld main .. · · 
tun &Jl'.:e>t'r1ce in every~ c9~~Y 1,11 tne stat&, . 
• ltd·, h•f ~-·. illthOcViZO'd. to A!t·$7~ bmd.St S$r\fi(J.f1Sf . 
or qua~~'·"· as ·a. eontr1.'J\i~1~ f~om ·any pol·it"1()fa.l 
subd.iv£adon ot the stat$ • . :'J!ht;t county ia uncl&l" 
neil obl:l:gaM.on to support .·~h~ :program. But. tb.e 
cow1ty ·c.-urt may· itt~ 1 ts df~Je;t:etion oontribut«t 
rn~u~-r~• ::aerv1oee, or orr~_¢o_ S:paoe in ._order '~ 
-aa$111~ tlie divie1on,ot welfare in carrying on 
1 ts wtll"k. n . •··. ·· . 

. ~ . 

Subaeet1~n 21 S$etion 207 .• 060 S'Q.pra, <toea not provide that 
the eo.1ollltyw&lfare ()ffice shall first f1le a written request 
each. mqnth oro· at ;;m:g other period ot, t1me. wttn the 'lOUllty eourt. 
and that thEr eour·t ahall make eontrtbutions for the support ot 
•atd of'tice only after suelt request has ·been filed. It 1s be ... 
l1evad th·at the eQ.urt would be auth.oxr1z~d 'to m.alce a. contribution 
for the . linl.pport· ;t¢ tn• welfare otftce . r~gardlea~ of whether or 
not an itemited et·•tetl)Euat of 1 ts ni.ol.ttn11 expenses and a request 
th.a.t the· oourt sb.Quld order Stilllle paid W'$l'e ever filed. 

.. '-· ' 

Said subseot.ion 2; Section 207.~060 supra, specif1ea,llt p:t>O*' 
videa, th.at tor th~ purpomes of establi!lhing. and maintaUd.n~J .a 
l~eal we1t'are of!'.:t.ce, the State D:t.:redto:r or the. Div1$1on of Wel .. 
tare may e:nte~ into an agreement with _any· political su.bdivis:ton. 

of the Stater; whetteby the latter ~1 c-¢ntr1bute m..onefSt $$l?Viees, 
or quarters toward the support of said local welfare otfio~. How• 
ever, if the political subdivision cpntribu.tes funds for sueh 
purpose they .shallbe paid to the State ColleetO!' of Revenue, de. 
posited in the proper special aoeount in the State treasury. and 

I 
~ I 

I 



Honorable Melvin: m., Grit!'in ., 

shall b4!11o·omf> a part of Stiat• funds app:r~p:rtated tor the ut)e ot 
the Pi'V,'i&Jion o:r. Weltare. ··· · 

'rn. vtflw ot tbe toragoing,. :t t .. 1.$ ottr tnou.gb. t that e. county 
aourt ie unauthoriz•d to 0i$Su.e a eQ\U\ty warrant p&f4.ble tlo th• 
county welt. are ot'.ftce to} eovf!lt'" the. total amount shown on an 
1 tem1z~til sta.il•X!l~ttt.· ot ~lie XU.9ntbl:y e~~t~naes of the ot:fice. · 'l'lae 
qou.rt w·l)uld also 'be un~~;u.tht»r1Z$tl to t$sue a warrant tQ th$ local 
welf11rt o:t'fioe f'·C>~ eaeb item or expense· $hown on .said it$xn.lz$.<l · 

atatom.e:nt. . · · . . • · 

It· i~ our f.urth.$1' ttLought that in the event the county . .. . 
cou_r~ 4.·· .. •~_-·_·~.t.·re .... ~ ~o._ ... c ... ·-~_·n·t .• :r.~but_e _eoun_-.ty .. ·.tun .. ·4s __ .r_ o_r .. the benet1t _o.·f.· · t_he .. 
lo~~\ ~~J.,t~e: · ot;f't<le~r 1.t is autnor:h:ed to d.o so by the a.tatut~t .. 
quot$d •bove, an.d that th• aunount. ot!': e9;ntvibution or eontribu:ti~s. 
and the frequency of making SE\,me iS. within the qisereticm()f the 
county eourt. In :ma.ld.ng a.ll such ttioney.eont:r~ibut1ons the eourt 
shall pay same to the state Collector of Revenu& and. not to. per• 
sonhel1.oi' tt+e county -w&l:fare office., · · 

CONCLUSION 

l·t is thera:fofe :th• opin:ton. of tb.is office that the· pro-
vie ions (Jt Section 207.060 HSHo l9Lt9 1 £Ulthox·:tzes th.e Q·ou:ntr court 
to exercise its d1aor&t1on as to wnethe.t> or not county funds;; 
service$,. or quarters* shall be· egnt:r:•:i.butsd to'";ard th& suwort 
and maintenance of til$ county welfare otf'ice• as well aa the 
amount and frequency of cny contributions to b~ made. Contribu~ 
tiona of. aounty funda tor this pu~pose &hall be paid to the 

State Clollector• ot' · Revenue aJid not to personnel of the county 
welfare office. 

The foregoing opinion, Hhich I hereby approve, was prepared 
by ra:y assistant, Fs.ul N. Chitwood. 

Yours very truly; 

J"OHN M. DALTON 
Attorney General 


