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Tn the event the assessed valuation of real

SCHOOL DISTRICTS: or personal property is increased by the

TAXES:

"action of the assessor by ten per cent or
more over the prior year's valuation and .
such increase is permitted to stand by the

action of the county board of equalizatlon and the State Tax

Commission, it is the duty of the various school boards of the
county to adjust the tax rates in accordance with and by vir-
tue of the provisions of Section 137. 073, RSMo Cum.Supp. 1955.

~Bonorable Roy W. Mcﬂhae, Jre
Assistant Prosecuting Attarnay
Reynolds County - ‘
Centerville, Missouri

September 20, 1956

Dear Mr. MoGhee:

aefarance 13 made ﬁa ynur ?a west for an offiecial opinian
of bhia office, which w&q&aat ads as f@llawas

"The achcol ‘boards in Rsynmlﬁs County set
thelr levies iIn April. The inerease in
asseased valuation in Rejmolda County was
mede by the County Assessor, This assessw
ment was, ‘of dourse, based on ownerghip
end valuations as of January 1, 1956, Hows
ever, the asgrasor's books wera not turned
over to the County Clerk until sometime in
June, Under these facts, must the school
boards make new Le?iea by virtua of the
above statute? * #

N pa -

Section 137,973, RSMb Qum;Supp. 1953; to which you refer, :
provides as follows:

"Whenever thaf"“fasad valuation of real

or personal property within the county

has been incréased by ten per cent or more
over the prior year's valustion, either by
an opder of the state tax commission or by
other action, and such increase is made
after the rate-of levy has been determined
and lgvied by the county court, city counci],
school board, township board or other bodies
le - authorized to make 1eviea,<and cer-
tified te the county clerk, theh such taxing
authorities shall immediately revise and lower
the rates of levy to the extent necessary to




Honorable Roy W, McGhee, Jr, .

produce from all taxable property substantially
the seme amount of taxes as previously estie -
mated to be produced by the original levy.
Where the taxing authority is a School dige
triet it shall only be required hereby to
revige and lower the rates of levy tc the
extent necesgsary to produce from all texe
able property substantially the same amount
of taxes aa previously estimated to be prow -
duced by the original levy, plus guch ads
ditional amounts es may be neecessary approxie
mately to offset sald distrioct's reduction
“dn the apportionment of atate school moneys
due to its increased valuation, The lower
rate of levy shall theh be recertified to
the county c¢lerk and extended upon the tax
books for the current year. The term 'rabe
_af 1e§g as used herein shall include not

_ osie rates the taxing authopities shall
be authowised to levysiilthout & vote, hut
also those rates which have been or may be
“authorized by eléctions for additionsl oy
special purpones. No levy for public schools
or libraries shall be reduced below a point
that would anﬁit&a tham to. partiaipaze in
rstate fnnds. o

sehoel hoards ara speeifica;ly 1neludaﬂ in this section which

rovides that such boards shall revise and lower the rates of levy

subjeet to the limitations therein contained) %o the extent necese
sary to produce substantielly the same amount .of taxes as previousw
ly estimated to be produced by the original levy where the assessed
valuation of real or personal property within the eounty has been
increased by ten per cent or moxre over the prior year's valuation
and such inecrease i1s made after the rate of levy has been deter-
mined, It should be further noted that sald action comes into
operation where the increase 1s:a. result of an order of the Statbte
Tax Commission: “ar—by other action,'’

You state that in the instant situaﬁicm the :lncrease (which
we assume amounts to ten per cent or more over the prior year's:
valuation) was a result of the action af the assessor,

The sehnul ratea -are requ red to be fixed in May of each year,
Sdetion 165,077, RSMo 1949. (The assessor is required to make up
the tax books hetween the first day of January and the first day



Honorable Roy W‘“Mbﬂhqe,yﬁr,

‘of June of each year, Section 137,115, RBMo Oum,.Supp. 1955, and
Section 137.245, RSMo 1949.] Thereaftey, the property veluations
are subject t6 the actlon of the State Tax Conmisslon which meets
June 20 of esch year and the county boards of equalization which
meet on the second Monday of July. The aggregate assessed valuaw
tion does not become final until it has receldved the attention of
these two bodles, It clearly appeers that such event does not
occur until well after the time when the rates for school puvposes
have been fixed by the various scheol bosrds, Under such ciroume
stgnces, we are of the opinion that an inereasse of the assessed
valuatlion of real or personal property by teén per cent or more
over theﬁgiinr year's valuation effected by the action of the asw
sessor, which incresse is subsequently sapproved by the action of
the State Tax Commission and the county board of equaligation,
would bring into cperastion the provisions of Seation 137,073,
zupm-,bmdeas! which & school board would be required to adjust its

GONCLUSION,

It 18 the opinlion of this office that in the event the as-
sessed valuation of veal or personal property is increased by
the action of the asseasor by ten per cent or more over the prior
year!s valuation and such increase is permitted to stand by the
action of the county board of equalizebtion and the State Tax Come
mission, it lg the duty of the various school bosrds of the county
to adjust thelr fax retes in accordance with and by virtue of the
provisions of Section 137.073, RSMo Cum.Supp. 1955.

The foregoing opinion, which I hereby approve, was prepared
by my Assisbant, Donal D. CGuffey.

Yours very truly,

dohn M., Dalton
Attorney feneral
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