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ANIMALS: 

' . y 

DOGS: COONS: 
11 Coon on a Log 11 constitutes baiting in 
violation of Section 563.660 RSMo 1949. 

COON ON A LOG: 
BAITING OF. ANIMALS: 

June 12, 1956 

~Slrt 

. . ln Jour recent NqwiU~ tott an otf1cte.l opWon tram this oft4oe_. you u.kl 

"* • •x Shou14 liltt a wrttten o,.Ud.Qn •• 
Wh6ther the lol'l~.Px-o~::to:·:ln:Viola.; 
tion ot S.ct#-9:ll 563 .• 66b, and 563.670, Mo.· · · · 
a & • lot lsMJ · · · · · · · . · .. · ··t ·.- 1 • '., - • •• ·•. r··,, ,_, .. · · ., ' . 

. ' i ~ : ' ' . . ' ! : ' ' •• • 

ttT~ p~~ '&t ·t~"(COon· on tbe Log)'"~· 
trials 'ai'e -Q. t.ollowiU; : : . · · · · . · 

"A live .Coon With a. C(\)llo ana 8hoi't length .. 
ot· clUd.ti' ··.t$': "eUHlN ·taa~(! ·to .a,. large 

;o~=c:0!~ :c=r,;;:O!~!:l;a~r t!t 10 
teet tJ'()ar tmo~ lint; ot th• lake. ThG 
Racoon ie in Pl.U.n · IJ1ght of the ctost ~Which · · · · · 
&..l'e tum.~4 loope stnglelv ·an4. eaCh 4og · 1e . · 
g1 von a att t~ to SWim to the 16g ·and~ , • · 
grab the Coon·~ pull ntm··otr·.t~·los· 1n• 
to the watt!' .. this e~J~l.a tht· dog srabbing 
the Coon With his te'tth and the .C«x>n td$0 
1a t1ghUns t!le dog to ~· kept from Wtng 
pulled into ..... watol.'• In the •vent the 
dog pulls the .. Goon intQ thO wawr.~ ther ·IU'G 
then ~epua~td b)" im.e ludde. Who a»• atana~ 
1ng clote 'bY in. a bo•t· .I b$11-.'ve .:tt 1s 
pos.a1blt tol' a Dos to possibly loose sight 



Section . 563.660 RSMQ ·1949 readS · aa to1l.toon 

"A.fl.r ~ton Who ·Shall· keep:. w uM, o" · $n 
atlY · ~ be eonneotttd nth ot 1nt4!9Gte4 
in 'thEt J.lWUl&®Hnt ot ox-· tha11 M:$01'to · 
m(m$j ·toft ·tJte .. ~•Mon ot · anr ·Pfr$0n :·to:, 
AA1.P1(l()i ~to~ ue4 tor .th$. p~e ·ot 
'fiShtag Qzt ·~ttns·.·atl1 'bUll.; -~¥ 4o;;. 
oook ·. ()1/ ~ther · creature; ant~ :~ penon .. 
Wh<> th$11 «Jncoua,ge, aid. ()jl asetat. or· 'be 
preeent · thtt'fat; o~ Who $1U\ll pe.~t or 
auf't•.l' ~ plao belollging to hat ox- ~r 
his CQU.tl'Ol to M $0 kept Gl!' u.Q:4:~ . Sha.ll. 1 on eonv1et1on thaHct ~c be gW.l ty C>l a. m1s"'" 
•ee:no»." . 

It 1a to 'bt· noted that thle statute ctertMs a Cl'ime 1n oon• 
llht1on with nt~ting or•·bait1ns ar11·· bu.l.l• be@, d~J •oM. w 
other oreatun •• , w·e hav~r bien unablt to ttnf! .any. 4Qt txaotlv 
dett,l'JUntns w'hafi is 1neJ.:u4e<l in tht !fte$!Ung; ot the wH "batting"; 
howevt1', Wib&ter • e -~ lnt1tmat1onal. nteti<nl~, 2n4 141 tiott;, de• 
t1nt4 nbaitrt (uatd as a V$rb) as tollQW~Jt · 

.. 1. -To set c:m (a ~g:) to bit(t or wom-. 
e. To woftW (an animal} 1q· Httlns 9n 
dogs; e.ap., to ha.r~uus or t()mtnt With 
doge to~ fJPort; ae, to b!J:~ a beu~ 
3· f«> S.et -upon ana worry ey biting and. 
~. 

As .o~ bea.li whom owel dogs 
· · · 'do 'but. . · ·Sp~ae~ • 

4. To persecute, ba.rass,. o~ toment. 11 

~A• an intran$i ti ve. vel .. b) t · . · 
•. 1. 'fo attaCk· aa in wonw1ns; ~sa." 

Bouv1$r• e Law »iet.~<mary ®tines ffbai.t" as •tto ~ttaak with 
violenceJ to p:ro'tfO.ke and harU.JiJJ to havaea .~ the help ot othe~a, 
e.g~ to bait a bear with maettf·ra, H and defines nl)alting» as nto 
attack W1tn v:tolenqe; to provok• and hara&$ .• u Lik. .. ieo, BlaQk•s 
Law Dictionary, 3rd Btition, def.1.nes nbait" as '1 to attack With 



vio1$lce; to prov~ke ~ b.!l~~•" an4 detin•e "batting" animals 
as·• 

alft ~l1J5b l-aw.~ .... boeurtna tl\tal' ta be 
worned by doa•·· 

!heat 4ttin1.11ona .of.· ~- .. ~~ 'ttb"\.tt . -~ ' "bl4ting• would 
·ua to 8J>Plt 41.t9c•lv .. to. ,thtl; we~ ~bU. tina~· a...· uae4 tn the al)ove 
ata.wte .. u4,, a).~ho'qh ·ttt l\6ve ·bet.n ~~·: to t-ind.' Bil7 ••• oon• 
$t~· A14 Q'tatl.ltt\ti; 1~ .woul• ~pte that the p~MCJ.\~Na outl.ined 
by J.OU.P WIN u.··~fion·on 4\:~s···would:·oome ·~tbln the prohibition 
ot.· w•·· .. •~··· . · . · · · · · 

' ' I ' ' 

Sectton 563•670 ·aBo 19.49 HAd& u tallow&; 
. . ' . 

It Will. be no'te4·'bbat 'tl.U'$ &tatu.te mues it a orlme to kill;. 
!llaim1 ·wound* beat Qr ue.r~ ~· •b animal1 and· thus, Whetne.r 
the prac~ice ·ct "toon· on ·1\"·Loatt: woUld lJe. a Violation ot th1s e. tat• 
ute WOUld dep$nd upon ~ given· faota ot ·anu · cas- and the 1nJurv 
Which m1gbt ·vasult··:to flthel' <tqg··~r .oon:.. All ot· the.taots and cu. 
oumatances aUXTOunding · -.eh · !nd1V14ul11 hapgening ·would ~" to .be 
QOnsi@l'Gd, bef0'8··it··(lo\J,l;(l ~ ciet«fi't41.Md'lfhethef or not there Wail 
a violation of Stt4t1on · $6); 610. . It 1e · eaear that ell examples ot 
this practice woUld. not be \a· V1olat1o.n ot suCh atawte, eepec1allV 
we" no tnJUl.T was ~ i?o·· t.t~er ®s ott' eoonjj but it would likO• 
nae be pol81ble that 1.». &OJWtl instance• theft might ocour a Viola• 
tion ot S.ot1on 563.670. · · · · 



:tt it thOJ'etore~. ·on .. 1be bwa ot tht f()ftgo.tng, the opinion 
ot th1• ot.t1ee that. im6 p_.a'Ct.ice . known d "<Jq:on. ~ a ltos" W()Ul4 

=o;n .. no!~~it:. :i~:eu::.t:J:~·=~Jr~~k=-~·.~:r=~ 
of section ~;J:.67(l IUDto·lt49· '·. ·.· .· .. ·;·. . . . ·, .. · .••. · ... 

b1 ~~o:;~~~-.~.li\lHllT ~" ..... ~4. 
Yot.wa · v.rr wu17 ~ 
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