ANIMALS: - "Coon on a Log" constitutes baiting in
DOGS: COONS: violation of Section 563,660 RSMo 1949,
COON ON A LOG:

BAITING OF ANIMALS:

June 12, 1956

Honorable D. ¥, Sheman,

Znfayette Gounty

Daar 8irt

o In your recent request for an offiecial opinton from this
office, you ask:

"% ® 81 should like a written opinion as
whether the follewing procedure is in viola-

"The protedure of thess (Coon on the Log) -
trials ave as Collowss: = . . .

"A live Ooon with a collay and short length
of chain is'gécurely fastened to a large

log which ig anchored out in the waggr of

8 small pond or lske epproximately 60 to 70
feet from shore ling of the lake, The

Racoon 18 in plain eight of the dogs which -
are turnéd looge singlely and each dog 18 - .~ -
given & get time to swim to the log and -
grab the Coon and pull him off ‘the log ins
Yo the water, this enfalls the dog grabbing
L8R o o T o roee e

8 fighting the dog to be kept from being
pulled into the water, In the event the

dog pulls the Goon into the water, they are
then separated by the Judges who are stand-

ing close by in a boat, I believe it is
possible for a Pog to possibly loose sight
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of his eye er-qyas,'and 1% 45 also pos-
8ible for the -gmwn 4o be permanently

injured ® ¥ &,

- -~ -~

Seation 563.660 REMo 1949 reads as follows:

“Any person who shall keep or use, or in
any way be connécted with or intaerested

“in the management of, or shall recelive
monay for the admission of any parsen to,
any place képt or used for the purpose of

~ fighting or baiting any bull, bear, dog,

- ecock op othey creature, and any petson .
who shall encourage, aid or assist or be
present thédeat, or who shall pernit or
suffer any place belonging to him od under
his contyrol to be go kept or used, shall,

on ¢onviction thereof, be gullty of a mig~

It is %o be noted that this statute dafines a érime in con~
ngebion with "flghting or balting any bull, bear, dog, gook or
other creature,” We have taén wnable to find any cade exasotly
detemining what is ineluded in the meaning of the weopd "baiting";
however, Webster's New International Pletionswy, 2nd Edition, de-

fints "bait® (used as e verb) as follows:

"1. To 86% on {a dog) to bite or worry.
2, To worry (an animal} by setting on
dogs; esp., to harass or tomment with
doga for sport; ag, to balt a besw,

3. To set upon and worry by biting and

" At chained bear whom cruel dogs
- do bait, ~dpenser,
4, To persecute, harass, or torment. "

{48 an Intranseitive verb)r .
1 ng; harass,”

"L, To attack es in worryl
Bouvier's Law Dictionary defines "bait” sz "to atbtack with
vielence; to provoke and harass; to harvess by the help of others,
e.g. to bait a bear with mastiffs,” and defines "baiting” as "to
attagk with vielence; to provoke and harass."” Likewise, Black's
Law Plctionary, 3vd Edltion, defines "bait" as "to attaek with

B



Honorable D, W, Sherman, Jr,

viemme; to provoke md nara.sa and daz'meﬂ "baiﬁimg" animals
ast

“In English law, mgumng #m ta be
worried by doga. '

These definifions of. the words "pas" &n& “b&&ﬁins would
seem o apply dirveatly to the word "balting” as used in the above
statute and, although we have been unable to find any case con~
strulng ssld ata.%uba, it would appsar that thé pro¢edures ocutlined
by méa: ﬁ:ge%g in "Ooon on & Iaag would qdme within m prohibition

ute, .

Section 563,6?6 &3&9 1934‘9 reaﬂs as fallaws:

“ﬁvery person who shan wd.uf‘ullw and
maliciously or araally kill, maim, wound,
beat or torture d b andwmal, whether
belonging to himself or arothsr, ‘shall
- upon” dozm.émm be: :mnished oy impriaons
. mgnt in the eounty jail for not more than
. three months, ox by a fine of Fifty doi=
- lars or by both such fine and mriaemant;
- providad, that nothing heréin conteined -
shall be constrped to prohibis or interfaw
with any selentific ez:pemments or investl-
%ﬁians; provided fupther, that nothing in
8 section shalil apply to the hunting w
trapping af wild animals. :

It will. be namé ﬁhat ﬁhis s‘eatute makes 1‘5 8 arﬁ.me to kill,
maim, wound, beat or torture any dumb animal, and thus, whether
the practice ‘of "Coon on & liog" would be a violation of this stats
ute would depend upon the given facts of any case and the injury
which might " resuit to glther dog or eoor, All of the facts and cirs
cumtances surrouhding each individual ha;p sning would have to be
congidered. before it acttm hé determined whethey or not there wasg
& violation of Bection 5 . 1% 48 ckesr that all examples of
thig practice would not ba a v&olat&an of such statute, eéspeclally
where no injury was done to elther dog or coon, but it would like~
wige be possible thet An some mstanees there might ccour & viclas
tion of Bection 563 67@.
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Honerabie ﬁ.'ﬁ,vshérasn;lar,

It 18 ﬁh@»&fera‘ on ﬁha haais of the forasaing, the apiniﬂn
of this office that the prastice known ags "Coon on & ﬁes ‘would
be in violation of Seection 563,660 RSMo 1049, and that, depending
upon 811 of the circumstances, t;here might nkame ba a aiatian
of saetzosa 56&&7@ asm@ g, o

m fﬁmgﬂins e'j;t“.;, on Whiﬁh I hwaby appmve, m pz’epmd
by my. Asawsant, Hr. Fred L. Howard

Yeura veﬁy traly,

Attorney Qenersl

FiBeam




