
MOTOR VEHICLES: A motorist who operates a motor vehicle upon a 
one - way roadway in such a manner as to endanger 
t he life or property of others may be prosecuted 
therefor . 

ROADWAYS: 
PLACE OF DRI VI NG: 

January 31, 1956 

Colonel Hugh H. Waggoner 
Superintendent 
IU.aaour1 State Hish•Y Patrol 
Jetteraon City, Mo. 

Dear Sir: 

Your recent requeat tor an ott1cial opinion rea4a: 

"We han received the tollow1nc letter hOlD 
Captain L. B. Howard, C~inl Ott1cer ot 
Troop I at tlolla, JUaaour1 s 

" • u. s. HiSbRY 66, through tbe S"ater pan ot 
'l'roop I ar.a, 1a a "hiih!fY or l'O&cl which baa 
been d1v1de4 1nto two or aore ~· by Mane 
ot a phya1cal barrier OP by •iiiiOa div14-
ina aect1on or delineatod by curba, linea or 
othar markinsa on the roadway ••• " 'QI.lotation 
from Chapter 304.0l~t. paraaraph 4, 1953 ~ple­
Mnt to R. s. Mo. 1~9· 

" • There 1a &pp&l'ently no. teet ion ot our preaent 
'l'ratt1c &n4 lquip•nt Regul.&t1ona whl.oh requires 
a driver to keep u tar to the r1Sht e14e ot the 
rlaht hand~ ot a dual ¥tshw!,y •• practic­
able. One caae obarain£ oare ... an4 illpi"'Udent 
dr1v1rw b;y weav1ns trOll aide to aide of the road­
~ baa been acquitted. Quite recently, a driver, 
~weaving troa aide to aide ot the roa4!!l, 
ca~e4 an acc14ent reaultin& in the aer!OUi injury 
ot another dr1ver who waa atteiiPt~ to pass, prop­
erl y , attar a~ll1n& With h1a born. u required. 
Neither drive~ ••• intoxicated. 

" , Loeal MC1etrat es and proaecut1na attorney• teel 
t nat some ..ana ot proaecut1na a •weaving" driver 
should be found an4 are a.nxioua to cooper& te. • t 

;l';t.t 1.8 reapecttully "queated that you turniah ua 
with an ott1c1al opinion resard~ the inquiry troa 
Captain Howard aa eta ted above." 



Colonel Hugh H. Vaagoner 

All references to atatutea Will be to the Miaaouri Revised 
Statutes 1949, unless otherwiae indicated. 

Section 304.015 (M1aaouri Rev1aed St&tutea, Cl•Jlat1ve Sup-
pleaent 1953) reada 1n part aa tollowe: 

(Parqraph e_ aubparacr&~>h 4) "2. Upon all 
public roada or bighwaya or autt1c1ent Width 
a vehicle ahall be dr1 ven \lPOn the naht halt 
ot the roa¢way, except ae tellowa: 

" ( 4) Upon a roaclwq de a~ ted by .ukinaa or 
aigna tor one-way tratt1c." 

From the above, aa you deduce, it clearly appears that on a 
one-way roadWQ', there ia no requirement that a .-otor1at dr1 ve on 
the r1£bth&nd aide ot the roadway. It appeara indeed that the law 
haa taken care to -.lee quite clear that no auch require•nt exist a. 

In reeard to a prosecution unde~ the tact situation aet torth 
by you. we direct attention to the folloWing portion ot Section 
304.010: 

"Every person operating a motor vehicle on the 
highways of this state shall drive the same in 
a caretul an4 prudent .anner, an4 ahall exercise 
the hiaheet degree ot care • * •." 

We &lao direct a~tent1on to the tollowina portion ot Section 
304.019, Missouri Reviaed Statutes, Cum &lpp. 1953: 

11 No person aha.ll atop or suddenly decrease the 
speed ot or turn a vehicle tram a direct course 
or move ~1sht or lett upon a roadway unleaa and 
until such IIOY ... nt can be ude W1 th reasonable 
satety and then only after the siving an appro­
priate s1gnal ~n the manner pl'OYided herein. 11 

We believe that an 1ntormat1on drawn aa above indicated would 
aecure conviction# provided ot course that the testimony adduced 
auata1ne4 the charge. 

-a-



ColoMl lfush H. Waggoner 

CONCLUSION 

It is the opinion ot' th1• department that a motor1at who 
operates a motor vhh1cle upon a one-way roadway in such a ~r 
as to ert4anser the life or property ot others Jhay be proaecutect 
thererox-. 

'lbe toreso1na optnion, which I hereby approve., wa.s prepare4 
by my Assistant, Hugh P . W1111amaon. 

HPV/ld 

Very truly youre1 

John M. Dt£1 tort 
Attorney General 


