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.~.m4~o.r,s: 

SCHOO!.., DISTRICTS: 

ELECTIONS: 

When because of extensi·on of city lihlits ·'boundari'es 
of city school district are extended, r~spectj.ve · 
boards of education may adjust and apportion property 
and liabilities of districts prior to July 1. 
Qualified voters in area so annexed to city district 
may vote in city district at April election follow-

ing decree or vote extending city limits. 

March 22, 1956 

Ml'. Hubfn lnteelet-
001DIIi$11oner 
l)e~-.nt . of. .. Nuoat1on 
JetterDA Buil<l1ns 
.tette;-tnm Ql.tf'~, JU••ou.-1 . . . . 

J)ear &lr: 

th1a ta in "•P~•• to vour request. tor. t>Pi~ton <tated 
March 5, 1956, Whiob Hade, in p~t, aa tollowaJ 

111 e.u appeetate you~ a4v1.ee an4 
ott1eial opinion "n an•we:ra to the tollow-
1q q,uet!,~: · · 

1. Are . _ach~l dJ.&tfliot bO\lnclaey linea 
which ~• •tteete4 . by tne extena1$n ot city 
limite enan;ed. -.t tl)t ,_. tU,te a• the d.e• 
oree or vot• lif·tteot1n& •u.eb cban&e ot cd. t7 
11mita ancl OiUl b~a &t educabion now 
proper17 tl'ansaot tne 'buru.ne:ae et a.pportion­
m$1\t t:lf' propertN an<! ob1taai;1one and. any 
new buetn•a• relating to th• new school 
y-ear? 

2. If tQ:r all intents and pUrpO.P& 
the eonoo;J. 41&tr1et b0un4arr lines are 
changed at the tame ttme •• the extension 
ot tne ~1 ty l1tn1 ta ·would it be proper tor 
thl.t $ohoo1 patron& of attect.ed area to vote 
in the rf)e•iving districts at the annual 
AprU school elect.i:on in the transaction 
or new buaineas?n 

~his problem ar1$EU$ out of 1m,e prov!s1ons of Section 
165 .263~ B:SMo 194~, regarding the' orsan1~ation of a. town or 
o1t7 school <,iietriet, an<l particularly that portion thereof 
Which reads a3 f()llows-: · 



tl • • • &.ll4 ev~rr .at•nss.on that. has ~•~'• ... 
-~~ .. bttn MS4ti ~l' tnat hftreuter may be 
U4e, ot the llmt1;a <»f a.:ny city 1 town or 
'Villa~• \.lhat.t.a l)ow or maJ' .. be. beredter 
tn'4~Bt4 un4•:v .,}). laws of this. ••t• s 
eba.ll h&Vtt •be •tt~t to el(ten4 ~ l~$'11t• 

. ot •tl4h ~wn o• e:ttr eohool. tU.ItJ>to• •• the ._... ·. •-•'j ~. au.oh •••naton of tM 
. ·litltta Q.# .ant cit¥ o~ tQwn nhetl ~U.at1'1ot 

. . ~l t~~t• etteet on ttte fire' 4at ot lulJ 

.... · n•t tollow1n& the a'hn•ion of the 11m1 ~· 
... 4t GUth ot'J' •. -.a OJ' vUlqe~. * • *" 

· l.rt'eon.·et~.,·~.·.a .. ~w.· ... ·"~ the p~lma.q obJe4t1v• 1.• to determine 
the intMtton ot ~.~~~attwe.itl·~ting it into law. :tn ar~iv• 
in~. a• tMs 4et•rmtnat10n .1' ·1e. px-opel' .and otten eaeential to con .... 
&i4e~ all eta.tut•• ,e:J.attq t.o the ••• nbJ~tct mat.t•r, 1 .. e H those 
in ,..._ aaM:tt1a. *'ll&t Prt.nec:tpl• W8Jl. •·~~oiatu tllue 1n State e-x 
rel. •..-••• v ~ ao~ ot 14uea1iion ot Citf ot at. ~'-•• No. App., 171 $Wad 75; 19: . . . . . . . . 

n • * • ~· PllJ'P0'-0 $.tlCl ol;)Jttot . o,f t•~ in­
··~rtta,io.n otan; etatute· ia tt re«en ;he 
~ .. • ··,t-;i...,r;• L. ;..,,..A .· . '.t .. a~· ··r t""'a. 1· _...""'t•t \11~'~$ . .a.u-vn" ~W. Maft~...,.·o .... UV .·. EJ;~ ns 
autnorltr~ . - ·t~te. eo~ral. ·laa.emolr. . ~t is 
a 48-N~l ~ine1'1• ·ttt 1n.l•rp,..etat1on that 
atatut$s1n pat-:1 ma'e~Uf ve .. to· be t~eat .. 
U ·embodied ~·one j$ction.- ~ CQnS1dere4 
t9$ttne~ 1n or<Ae,.. .. t<) •1~~~-.- -M leg1&­
lati '~~'• ·a tent thet'$Ul enaottd.. and, tnJ.1 is 
tl'l;Je though they a.ri ftlwl<l 1n 41tt•rent 
chapte~• ot the revised Btiatut•• . and un«•r 
ditter•nt beadi~•. . state ex Nl .. Me~ 
v; ·Sl$V'$r~ 1.26 MO. 6Sla1 65:9 .. at s.w .• 718; 
At~•" •;x. t~l '!. t&se · v ~. tltla.on, ·· ·151 M<>:. A:pp. 
T23t l!'t. J•V~ $t5 • • it •. u· ·· ' 

. : ' ' . ' . 



. . 

l.'he eouttt eonttd,e~ all. thtt, le.we X"el$-tins to conao114a1le4 
41•t,1ota a.nd ooMl.u4•4 •nat tnt ca:Qi\s.o114~ted 41str1ct could 
tunot1<m prtor t<> lwe JO, 1921., at ~•ut inaota.r aa wa• necessary 
1n .Or<!fn.. tor 1 t to prepare tor th, oom.'tns $:ehO<>.l . year. Xt neld 
that· the ol4 4istrtcta ·. c.ont:lnU$4 to· :$«1$'t Ut\~11 -TUne 30.. which, 
tn~1dentall;v ..... 1$. the llit••. of ti.ht •ohoc)1. Y&$-r (Sec. 1;63. oao, lt$Mo 
1949), tor th• sol$ ~-e ot .Win4tns up the btts1nes• or· tht 
cut-rent teboel ·)"etw. · · · · · 

Seet!r~n 165 ~26!, tUQ!o 1949. ~er cons1C'le~at1Qn now.:, in 
p~ovid.ing tor the fQl'l\\at1o~ ot ne~ c'i ty or tol,in e.chQC)l d~S:triet$ 1 
also C(m.taine the P~Vj.$Q that the n•w cn•triot,. ... C~&te4, shall 
bef)OQ •tteot1ve ~n tne tol:J.~\fing :tllr ~. .we bel1•v• that., 1n the 
toX'tnat.i.on o~ a n~w eitt or town aehc>Ol <11str1ct# tbe C;lOurts would 
a;i,~e .the SB.nle inttttprttatiQn to this prov!s1Qn :velat~ to .Jui.~ .. l 
a& was g:t v~n to S•et1on 165 • 290, . •upx-a, in the rl.$erJ.eX" ~·· With 
respect· to oonsol~4ate4 dic;ltl"iets. · Irt other word.e, it ll0u14 bold 
that, 1n spite ot tne lul~ l 4ate .. the new distr1etcoul.d. tunotion 
prior to that date in order to p:repare for the coliling school ye~, 



Ce.nc$m1n,g the l:t~;ht of $t.tffH&ei tl\t $upreme Coun of 
M1ae.:our1 $aiel 1n 1\(;)~s v .. $m1th, 13.1 Mo., 45., 55: 

~be $tlfhap is res~ried with' jealous 
solic:t.t,ud,e b7 a tree l)eoplEh. •n4 ahoul4 be 
so viewed by those :lntNtit-94 With the mighty 
pt>w~r of ~ing and viri41~ating th$1r­
$QV'~l"•isn ~1snta • SUoh a\ eQnettruotion ot 
a. lfi:tW IMI·. wot4<t pevmi t the. cU .. Qtranehisement 
of l~rg• bo~1e$ of vot~J"f:ls becilu6e ot an 
error et a aingle <t1'tic1a1, .. h.ould nev$r be. 
a.dop;~d wn~ve. tht:e la~a$e 1n qu$stion is 
ta.~:rlJ t~oepttble o.t any o~her. . ~ I.· 
lt.~f!!Fh (1885) .. 16 q. JL Div. 24'5:---~~- -

nor~ as a v-rr abl$ J~e once tersely aai<i: 
tAll statutes tend:J;ng to limit the c1 b:t:a:en 
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f!NiitQl. 
It it the.opinio.n ot thit ottie• ~at when eebool diltr1et 

boun4&t7 lineo ·~ e~ed bJ yir\ue, ot the ex•ensi~. ct tb$ 
limits ot any o1'b1 01:" town \UldGJ' $e~';on ... ~6,.2o3.1 .RSMo 1949, the 
~~~·i'lfe board# ot ed.u•~t1on .~ prHt$d. 1aed, litelw to adju..~ ..•.• 
~· a•potttion t~ proper~ .nd lie.oJ.ltt!ee ot ~ ~SJ)eGtive 
diatj»i~tta under Section 165.014, B.SMo;~ (~Jum. Supp .. 1955, and nee(;\ . 
!J()1f'\tiU.t until the tollQWing JUly l ~· .· · 

It 1s the further. opinion ot thi.l.l o~tiee tha.t the q\1&11t1ed. 
electors in the area. thus annexed may vote in such city or town 
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d1•trlct at the AP~!.l.oohool.eleetton toll.ow.ing the decree o:r 11ote 
ao uiiC!imtins the 11Dlttf ot neb oitJ o~ WlUlot 

fte tox'epinc epirdon~ .. \fb14li l.: hel'$bJ appro.ve, •• prepared 
by., Aa•iat4M .. .Tobn •~ Insl1f$h<~ · ·.: .. 


