
SPECIAL ROAD DISTRICTS: Submission and approval of question of 
disorganization of special road district 
under author ity of Sec. 233.160 RSMo 

F l LED 

1949 does not prohibit immediate formation 
of new district under applicable statutes. 

~ ~ June 19, 1957 

lronorable William G. Johnson 
Prosecuting Attorney 
Morgan County 
Versailles~ Missouri 

Dear f·1r . Johnson: 

This opinion is rendered i n reply to your inquiry read-
ing as follOlrlS: 

11Section 233.160 of.' the Missouri Revised Stat- ­
utes_, 1949 _, provides a manner by which a 
special road district that has adopted the 
provisions of Sections 233.010 to 233 . 165_, 
that the question may be resubmitted after 
expiration or 4 years upon the petition of 
50 resident taxpayers of said distr ict . 

"The Syracuse Special Road District No . 1_, 
of this county, was incorporated in 1913 and 
was dissolved under Section 233 . 160 Revised 
St atutes or Missouri , 1~49, in the general 
election of November_, 1956 . 

"50 resident taxpayers or Syracuse and sur­
rounding territory have made application to 
the county court of Morgan County under Sec­
t!on 233 . 010 to organtze a special road dis­
trict to be knovrn as the Syracuse Special 
Road District and t he area to be included 
is less~ but includes the same territory 
that was within the old special road district. 
I am enclosing a :r:tap of Mor gan County \·sherein 
the old special road distric~ or ganized in 
1913 and dissolved in 1956 is drawn in blue 
pencil_ the area marked in red is t he pro­
posed net'l opecial road district. 



Honorable William G. Johnson 

"I would appreciate you furnishil\3 me \11th 
an official opi nion as to the following 
question: Would Section 233 .160 of the Re• 
vised Statutes of J.Iissouri, 1949, pr eclude 
the orcnnization of another special road 
district in Syracuse tlher e the area asl~cd 
to be included therein 1s part of the same 
area that was included in a dissolved 
special road diatrictl or must the people 
or Syracuse wait the 4 years to have tho 
question resub~tted as the above mentioned 
Section seems to indicate?" 

Section 233.160 RSHo 194~ provides: 

"1 . If any district shall have adopted t he 
provisions of sections 233 . 010 to 233 . lb~ 
the quest! on may be resubmitted after the 
expiration of four years upon the petition 
of fifty resident taxpayers of aaid district 
at the next general electi on, or at a special 
election to be held for that purpose at such 
time as the county cour t may order . 

u2 . The county court shall give notice of 
such election and of such submission by 
publishing the same in some newspaper pub­
lished in the county, such notice to be pub­
lished for two consecutive \'leeks, the last 
insertion to be within five days next before 
such election; and such other notice may be 
given as the court may think proper . 

11 3 . The county court shall have the ballots 
for such election prlnted and shall have 
pr inted on such ballots ' For the disorgan­
ization of the special road dist~lct, ' 
' Against the di sorcanization of the special 
road district, 1 \'ii th the direction ' Erase 
the clause you do not favor .• If a major­
ity of the votes upon such propoaition be 
cast against it, said district shall bo dis­
i ncorporated and the operation of the lm·T 
shall cease in said district . In all other 
respect said election, and the results there­
of, shall be governed by the provisions of 
sections 233. 010 to 233. 165 ." 
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Honorable William G. Johnson 

The above quoted statute sets forth procedure for dis­
organizati on of the special road district to which the law 
is directed . Subparagraph 1 of the statute provides that 
the 11 quest1onu may be resubmitted after the expi rati on of 
four years . The nature of t he "que at1on 11 to be resubmitted 
is clcarlr. disclosed i n the language to be printed on the 
ballot: 1For the disorganization of t he special road district, 11 

11 Against the disorganization of the special road district. " 
Clearly, t he statute has no reference to the original formation 
of a road district . 

CONCLUSION 

It is the opinion of this office that Section 233 .160 Rsr.lo 
1J 4j provi di ng that t he questi on of disorganizati on of a special 
road district may not be resubmitted unti l four years after t he 
elec t i on adopting such road district wi l l not prohibit i ncor­
poration of a new road di strict i mmedi ately after di sorgan­
izati on of t he old di stri c t . 

Tne foregoing opi nion, which I hereby approve~ was prepared 
by my assi stant, Juli an L. O' Malley . 

JLO ' :h 

Yours very truly 

John M. Dalton 
Attorney General 


