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Honorable Edwin Yagel
Prosecuting Attorney

“Brovkfield, Missouri
Dear Mr. Yagelt

‘This will acknowledge reeéips of your request for an opinion
of this Department which reads:

"Recently a rendering company from out state
has established what they denominate & sube-
station or dock for the collection of dead
animals and commercial wastes from slaughter
housss to be leber transported out state for
processing. This substatlon or dock is
located approximately l.lj miles from the
¢orporate limits of the Clty of Brookfield,
and as such was not licensed under Chapter
269, R.8. Mo. 1919, by the 3tate Veterinarian,

"I have been informed by the manager of the
company bthat they will no longer collect at

the dock any dead animals, dbut it will be used
solely for the purpose of collecting commercial
wastes from animael and poultry slaughter houses.

"I would appreciate an opinion from you or your
staff as to whether such operation comes within
the purview of Chapter 269, R,.5. Mo. 1949, end as
such would require a license."

Most of the various statutes contained in Chapter 269, supra,
deal specifically with the transportation of dead animals only and
regulations and operation of disposal plants for disposi of saild
dead animals, (See Sections 269.010, 269.030, 269.3&0, 2%9,130,
269,150, 269.160, 269.170 and 269.180, R8Mo 1949.)
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Section 269,010, subparagraph 2, R8Mo 1949, defines "disposal
plant® for the disposal of bodies of dead animals to also lnclude
subsbations or any subplant that may be used in connection with the
bodles, solely for temporary depeslit or storazge of such dead bodies
pending final delivery thereof bto a disposal plant.

. In view of the févageing‘statuta a substation or plant falls
within the same ¢lassification as a disposal plant for the purpose
of licensing and regulating same.

Under Sectlion 269,030, supra, it is provided that no one shall
engage in the business of disposing of or transporting on the high-
ways or publie roads of thls state, bodles of dead animals, or of
operating a disposal plant 4in this state without firast obialning a
license for such purpose from the state veterinarian., Section 269.04jD,
supra, requires an application be filed for the purpose of operating
" & disposal plant and also contains a provision that the applicant
must show the number and location of all substatlons he desires to
operate, The state veterinarian is required to ascertain under Sec-
tion 269.050, supra, if said applicant is responsible and a suitable
person to conduct such a business and 1l the methods of operation
comply with all the provislions of Chapter 269 and rules and regula-
tiona of state veterinarian.,

Section 269.210, supra, does specifically hold that any person,
except when heolding a license to operate a disposal plant in this
state, or one holding a license to transport bodles of dead animals,
or who 13 acting for sush licensee, or who is otherwise excepted by
Chapter 262, supra, who shsld) advertise that he 1s engaged in trans~
porting and disposing of dead animals in any manner and for any purpose
and not excepted in this chapter; or who shall obtain frem any other
person, by purchase or otherwise, the bedy of any such dead animal
in whele or in part, for the purpose of transporting same over the
highways of this state, and d&isposing of the earcass or the hide,
skin, grease or other products of such dead animals to any person or
by any method, shall be gullty of vielating this chapter and subject
te the penaltlies provided for in this chapter. U8ee Section 269,220,
"Penalties.” ) :

Section 269.200, RSMo 1949, contains certain exceptions to the
provisiona of Chapter 269, supra, however, nothing therein contains
anything thet could possibly exempt said company from this act while
ob%a%ning such commercial waste for the purposes stated in your re-~
quest.

You state that such substation is to be used in the future for
collecting commercial wastes from animal and poultry slaughterhouses.
We assume by reference to commercial wastes that you have reference
to what is commonly called tankage and tankage has been defined in
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Websterts New Internationasl Dlctionary as followst "[4]. Dried anlmal
residues, as bones, tendens, et¢., a by-product of slaughterhouses,
rendering plants; ete., usually freed from the fat and gelatin and
used as a fertilizer and feeding stuff." See also Darling and Co. vs.
UsB.; 18 66, Cust. 4pp. 86, l.c. 87, wherein the decision of the court
referred to evidence of the only witness who testified in the case

dafiging‘tﬁak&ga as followst

“In packing houses there is certain parts of the
animal, sither cattle or hogs, that ig not £it
for human consumption~«fleshings and even old
‘animels, parts of hoofs, sinews, ete, There is
a certain amount of fat in these products and .

- packers are amxious to recover all the fat they
¢an: The process is very simple, I can daseribe
it by telling you that it 48 similar to malking
a beef stew. They ars put in a tank and cooked
the same &8s & stew and the grease is skimmed off
the top and the rest of the material is tankage.
It is called tankage because it was put in tanks,

, By use of such language In Seotion 269.210, supra, i.e., by obtain-
ing the beody of any dead animal in whole or in part, for the purpose of
transporting same over the state highways and of disposing of the carw
cass. or hide, skin, gresse or other product of said dead animals, we
eonclude that sald statute is sufficiently broead énough to include so~
called tankage or commercial waste from animals and, therefore, such
proposed operation at such substation ie within the purview of Section
269,810, R8Mo 1949, and subject to the provision of Chapter 269, supra,
and rules and regulations for enforcing same, :

CONCLUSION

It is, therefore, the opinion of this Department that such proposed
ocperation of tranaporting commerclal wastes to such substation comes
within the purview of Chapter 269, RSHo 1949, and, therefore, in order
to so operate said company must obtain a license as provided therein.

- The foregoing opinien, which I hereby approve, was prepared by
ny asgistant, Mr. Aubrey R. Hammebt}, Jr.

¥buré>very truly,
dJohn ¥, Dalten

stborney General
ARH:mw



