





Honorable Ralph B. Nevins

We conclude that the actual manual physical work of making
the entries in the tax book 1s an act which can lawfully be per-
formed by duly authorized stenographic or clerical asslstants and
is not a duty which can only be performed by the amsessor.

In view of the fact that the making of such entries is &
duty which can be performed by clerical or stenographlc assistants,
we are of the opinion that it would be proper to pay such clerical
and stenographic assistants for performing such dutles within the
linmits authorized by Section 53,095 supra, notwithstandlng the fact
that the assessor is allowed a fee for making such entries by vir-
tue of the provisions of Section 53,140,

As we view the provisions of Section 53.140, it is merely
& means by which the Leglislature has geared the remuneration of the
assessor to the actual responsibilities of the office and does not
have within its meaning any prohibltion express or lmplied against
the payment of clerical or stenographic assistants for performing
the manual physical work connected with the above referred to duties.
It 1s to be borne in nind that while the manual physical work in-
volved in connection with these dutles may be performed by clerical
or stenographic assistants, the responsibllity, supervision, manage-
ment and control rest with the officeholder,

In regard to question number two, we are enclosing herewith
an opinion of this office to Joe Collins, Prosecuting Agiorney og
Cedar County under date of December 31, 1351, holding that the
county assessor who is vested with the sole power to make the ap=
pointment would also make the determination of the necesgity for
stenographlc or clerical assistance.

CONCLUSION

Therefore, 1t is the opinion of this office that the pro-
visions of Section 53.140, RSMo Cum. Supp., 1957, would not pro=-
hiblt the compensation of clerical or stenographic assistants
within the limits of 53.005, RSMo Cum. Supp. for making entries
in the real and tangible personal assessment books.

The foregoing opinion, which I hereby approve, was pre-
pared by my assistant, Donal D. Guffey. prove. P

Very truly yours,

John M, Dalton
Attorney General
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