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·:,::;, h't~ --·~tettt ·tl) Jou.f l•1i•lt.- ••t.,.atlDS •• •ptalo,q a•tur a l&w 
.,.,_.~.,a :~~- ·tai $~~r••ta~h t•,.et*e.l. ••••ml>·:J.J ap,pt•prf.a ttns •••1. '"' 
.• Jle .. Jt#~~l'l•&Lrtrdt\C-~~t 1-,-+•~• aa4.•n~-s 1._. ,o,_l9S9~ ,_,. 1>• : •-•••~4 t>r> ~·· ••••••·tw:Wl ••att~l · •-•••ult _ to ,.. • .,.146 th&t ~· at• 

'P_·_·:_-_-.. •'_---~---.·._.:_tA_ .. ,_._._:t __ ·".··_•_· ~·_• f. _._ .. ·- t.h~- ,_ .. ei". ~;_ .... _ «_. __ -._1J __ tal_•_ •_ .lilt$ .MT _l, 1~, aac.\ •_•4·-··-
fq_t ,o, ;t~. o~,. lii ot}1e.i'. •H•• t•t two rta041 reu• 1•st:tea.d 6t 
•• tlaoal ;ia•" ·~ •·~~ll&llf' ~e'fJ.t\•4. . 

l' .· . _. ,. ••-••~1. l'lllH!J lt tliLat, *.GJeot enl~ *'it ••••tttlltt.e•l 11.•1,.. · 
·•tt...:a.) •-••#t ~•st.•U-~• iP!f.r· ••• •·at••t.tttag l.aw ot the A~it.tte • 
... __ .-~~ ... ·.···--··. ,, ••• _ .. /tote;''_ .• _._._,_··.,.._.~.~ aeo_Ulil __ :: j'ltttt•t••· ••••ton-t •t paaea ~). 
··~..- . • .... ''.1/;0i ' - ....... ~ . . . •' ' -.. · . . . . . . . . 

~-. ' . .. ~~. ~~ . ' ~~~·· , . . . 

tt$-~b.Jt.ot·_-.onlJ to .-•~--··-~~•tloha.l 11.S.11~Att•n• ••' ~··~~~-~Al.l. ~i~•• ft'Dl•••• ttel•aafi•4 t.• th., t•ttral _ !i41't~""••t or profJ-1'bl1J•4· b7 
tu. t•tte .. &l c•n•tl .. -lo•• • • * ** • ••• te 

1::!:~:~~.!::: ::~:.:: ::::.::::::· 1: .. 'f'IA.i''••• -..,.a • _ s~ . at abeolu.1J'e, pl~faa•r, ol' 
·~r..f·•· • • • * .. !: . . . - . . . . 

· .• _. · ••••~ . ot a ltlitl•t1ve \>o\\f' · to ••• t 
· · a•tatute·;, or- law 1~ ·a . 0.$9ilf1u1ag oa•, t.nd _ the 

•~•.ret•• ot the po~~ · onoe dots QQ:\ •Qa.ua t: t••. \lu• . 1t tiB.J' tPQm tim. . bo tbe ••ad, •x·· 
.,ncl, 911" .-.strte ~ t~o or~1nal ena•t;•at pro•· 
'tf;je4 t-t k6eps wtt~ ... ••nat1 ttl,t1•11a.l boUiltls r * *. *' ... . . . 

Ag-.~n, ln 82 Oorpus Iuria Seeundum., Sta•t,lutes, Seetion Z43'b 1 at 
pages 4.12 a~d 4J,), it is statcuh 



"Gea.erallJ, t.b.e powel.' to amend atatutea resides 
ln tib.e lalflU&ltlq b()dfl ecmrta have no power to 
&mfUtd. •tattJ.tta, ana •hould not a.tt•~tgt to do so. 
Whll• lt 1s a.e co•p•t•nt tor tb;e people to with• 
holcl from 'he leglala lure the power ot amel'141ng 
•• aot •• 'bo wl t~l4 the _pow•f! .er ame.nding the 
eonati1J11tlon 1 taelt', . senerallJ th• . pot~e7 -o allUJf14 
or m64ltJ •ta.~ute• ~'••tel•• in the leslalature, in 
a.jQ' •aa•.- not inoonaJatent wlth aome provia!on or 
•~• oo••'ltu.tton l1m1,iog the legialatt:ve power in 
1ill&i ••••••tt and tM lec1alatlU-e oaiUlet restrict 
o:t l.t.•lt t•• rlpt to exercise the.J10Wer of l•stala• 
•t•a l>7 p.eaol"l'biq modea ot prooe~• tor t'he a.meltd• 
••• fit ltatu.t••• It ta competent for the legiala• 
,_., at tbc; same ••••leo, to alter, aodity, or re• . 
peal a la.v by e. a\\b:htuctat act, an4 a au.ooeeding 
l.e.c&1s1atl.U1e oa.a t.Ua4 aeta pa.•••« "bJ 1ta predeoeaaor• 
"'J.'h•u.t ex,r••• a.u~ity. * • * * *'* 

X.n 1U.Mn&b.&m Drainagg »t•trie)t ••· Ohioage. Burlington at (tu!ncy 
Rallrtad o.,._.,. 1 x •• , 202 S ,w. 404; 4.09; in dealing "'-tb. the val1d1 ty 
and etreet ot a la.1f 1n the lisht ot p~evlo:ualJ enaotedf'tstatu.tes, the 
Supr•me co.rt •t Missouri stated w1 th resp$ot t• the previously enact­
ed sta tutaa a• t'OllOW'II 

"* • o *fJ.ili:e right to &naot these atawtes 
tnolu4•• t,he r1ght to t-epeal oP mo41f7 them 
*>~. tfJ.llmlt their -.p,l1oat1an tn any manner 
hot 1.-onliia~•nt w1 $. sou pro-v:teion of the 
Gon.at1.tut1on 11m1~1ns the legislative power 
ln tb&t respect, * * • * •" 

See aian• State ex r•l. ora.ta ••· Beeker, M<h, al4-0 s.w. 229. 

We ttnd .l'lo auth$:r1t;r in MJ.ssollt'1 or elsewhere that the rule with 
respect to tb.• amer.u:S.mtat $f a.pptrOPl'iat1on laws is any differe.nt from 
that appl1e-.ble to th8.&Dl$r1Qm$1\t Of Other l&WSJ and, therefore, it 
appears that the right of a state leg1s~ature to amend any existing 
appron1e.tl¢tn law ta iu.bjeet only to oQnstttuti.ons.l limitations there• 
on. 

It will be nct•d that 1n the foregoing we have referred oaly to 
the amendment of ex.tsti!!l laws and, since queatit.lnsha.ve arleen in 
some jur1sd1ot1ona vieRX:espeet to a right ot a lflgislature to amend 
a law whieh b.aa expired, it should be stated here that we are a$sum1ng, 
for the purposes of this op;lnion, that the law making the amendment in 
question wwld become effective prior to lUll& .30 1 19.59, so that it is 
not neeessarr to discuss questions Which might arise if the amendment 



did net beeome etteot1ve u.niill after the expiration of the period tor 
vhioh the appropr1a tien waa o:r1ginally made. 

Artiole IXI, Section 1, Gonst1tut1ot.l of M1aaeu1, provide• gen• 
erally ubat the lea1sJ.at1v• power Shall be vested 1n the CJenePa.l 
Asaent.bltJ and we find nothing 1n the Oona tttu1•u1 which so limit a that 
power as to prev•nt the amendmerat ot an e.xlattng appr'p~iatton law 1n 
the manner deao-rt~e4 above. ln this connection, 1t will be noted that 
suoh an am•ndmetlt. would not o,onfliet w1 th the provision ot Article IV, 
Seotlen 23, ConatS.tutlon ot M:l.asov1, tha. t the General A.aaembl7 ahall 
make approprtatlona i'er one or two t1aoal yea.t?s, stnce the amendtuutt 
WOUl.d' simply extend the appopriat1on period from. one f1a4al year to 
two :r1soa1 ;year a. It also shoUld be noted that the amendment would be 
l1beral1a1q .in aature and oo•ld. S.n no vise adversely atteet the rights 
or persons-who had entered tnt• contracts w1tb. the state in relianoe 
upon th& ap)ropr1ation aa o~iginally made. 

:Finding no constitutional l.1m1ta.t1on prohibiting the enactmeat 
_ of an amendment of the kind deaor1bed above, it 1a our opinion that 

the tieneral A$'Sem.bly: has the right and power te eaae t such an amend­
ment. 

QQJULtJSIO!f 

It is the opinion of this office tba t a law enacted b7 the Sixty• 
ninth Genel"al Aasemb.· ly appropriating Jl1oney for the period beginning 
July l, 19$8, and ending .June )0, 19.$9, may be amended by the Seventi"" 
eth (.leneral Asse:mblf, by a law et:recti'ife on or before June 30, 19)9, 
~o provide tba t the appropr1a t1on shall be for the period beginniilg 
July l, 1958, and ending Jane 30, 1960. 

The fQregoing op1n1on.l whieh I hereby approve, was prepared by 
m.y assiatant, Mr. John a. BaumaDn. 

Yours very- truly, 

John M. Dalton 
Attorney General 


