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Dear Mr. Paul.

_ Thib is in answer to -your request for an opinlon of this
. office which request reads as follows~'

!"WOuld yoq lease advise me Whether or not the
‘minibikes? come under the purview of motor
vehicles, which require licensing the same as
other vehicles described in/ that section per=-
- talning to licen81ng of veh,,les.

Section qOl OEO, RSMO 1959, requires every owner of a motor

vehicle which shall be operated or driven upon the.highways of
Missourl to register or:license such motor vehicle with the
Dlrector of Revenue - of Missouri. SRt : .

Motor vehicle ig deflned in &ectlon ?Ol 010(15), RSMo 19
» as follows- R . i , (
R  f  "tiotor vehicle', any self-propelled vehicle
— _ , not operated exclusively upon tracks, except
: farm tractors,

Section 301.010(13) defines motéiéyéle as follows:

"‘Motorcycle' ‘a motor vehiéie;Opeféted on two
wheels; G » , ,

Our understanding of a "minibike"li that 1t is a miniaturized
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Honorable James L. Paul

motorcycle, with limited horsepower, that 1s designed and advertised
for trall or back~-country riding, but that cap also be used around
town and certalnly can be operated on the streets and highways of
Misseuri, -

Enclosed 1s a copy of Attorney General Opinion No. 38, 1962,
Bryan, which held that a motor-power-assisted bieycle is a motor
vehicle within the meaning of Section 301.010, RSMo 1959. The
opinion and the discussion and citations cited therein apply here.

Accordingly, it is our opinion that a "minibike" is a motor
vehicle within the meaning of Section 301.010, RSMo 1959. There-
fore, when a "minlbike" is operated or driven on the highways of
Missouri a license is required pursuant to Section 301.020, RSMo
1959.

Very truly yours,

JOHN C. DANFORTH
Attorney General
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