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June 22, 1979

OPINION LETTER NO, 114

br. Arthur L. Mallory

Commissioner

Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education

P, 0. Box 480

Jefferson City, Missocuri 65102

Dear Dr. Mallory:

This letter is in response to your request for cur review
and cevtification of the Department of Elementary and Secondary
Zducation’s Annual Program Plan for Adult Education, 1979-1982,
under the Adult Education Act of 1970, as amended.

Cur review has taken into consideration the Adult Educa-
tion Act of 1970, 20 U.S.C. §§ 1201, et seq., as amended by P.L.
895-561 {November L, 1978}); the Lgderal regulationg applicable to
such act; Article III, § 38(a}), Article IV, § 15, and Article IX,
§§ 1(b), 2(a), and 2(b), Missouri Constitution; §§ 161.097, 171.
096, 178.430, and 171.091, RSMo 1978, and related provisions.

It is the opinion of this office that:
P

1. The Missourl State Department of Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education is the
state agency primarily responsible for
the state supervision of public elemen-
tary and secondary schools and ig, there-
fore, the “state education agency® as that
term is defined in 20 U.5.C. § 1202(h).

2. The Department of Elementary and Secon-
dary Education has the authority under
state law to perform the functiong of
the state under the program.
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The state legally may carry out each
provision of the Plan.

All of the pr~v§°€ons of the foregoing
Plan are consistent with state law.
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The Mi:sanwi Commissioner of Educa-
tion has authority to submit the Plan.

The State Board of EBducation, as head
of the Department of Elementary and
Secondary EBEducation, has formally ap-~
proved the Plan,

The Plan is the basis for state op-

eration and administration of the

program, along with applicable state
statutes.

Very truly yours,

JOHN ASHCROEY
Attorney General
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